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King receives congratulatory cables 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Friday received 
congratulatory cables from Arab and foreign heads of state on the 
occasion of ‘tid Al Adha (feast of sacrifice). The cables came from 
wng Hassan n of Morocco, Suhan Qaboos Ben Said of Oman, Syrian 
Frcadem Hafez A! Assad, Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, Sudanese President Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir, Algerian President Al Amin Zeroual, Qatari leader Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Hamad Al Thani and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat.' 
The King also received a congratulatory cable from U.S. President Bill 
Cfintqn, who wished King Hussein continued good health and 
happiness and the Jordanian people further progress Cables 

■bo came from Turkish President Suleyman Dcmirel, President Said 
Mohammad Djohar of the Comoros, President Mamoun Abdul 
Oayoum of the Maldives and President Brig. Gen. Lansana Conte of 
Guinea. Prime Minister Abdul Salam Al Majali. Speakers of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament and senior civil and military 
officials also sent congratulatory cables to the King. 
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2 million pilgrims 
climb Mount Arafat 

JEDDAH (AFP) — Pakistani 
Prune Minister Benazir Bhutto 
and Bosnian President Alija 
fcetbegovic were among more 
u»an two million Muslims who 
Friday cbm bed Mount Arafat, 
the climax of the annual pil- 
grimage to Mecca. Saudi au- 
thorities said the hajj, or pil- 
grimage, had passed off with- 
out incident despite threats 
from Iranian pilgrims to bold 
an anti-U.S. demonstration in 
defiance of a Saudi ban. Some 
62 million cold water capsules 
donared by Saudi King Fahd 
were distributed to the crowd, 
as they climbed the mount in 
burning sun with temperatures 
reaching 40 degrees Celsius. 
Security forces, ambulances 
and thousands of state em- 
ployees were posted along the 
pilgrims* route from Mina, 10 
kilometres north of Mecca, to 
Mount Arafat. ‘The pilgrims' 
climb of Mount Arafat went 
off in record time despite their 
large numbers and there were 
no reported incidents.” said 
Mecca Governor Prince Majed 
Ben Abdul Aziz. Saudi Secur- 
ity Chief General Ahmad Bitai 
said the “security plan had 
been executed with great suc- 
cess” and there bad been no 
signs of any public disorder. 
__Mr. Izetbegovic arrived in 
Mecca with 360 Bosnian pil- 
grims some of whom were 
wounded in the war in the 
former Yugoslav republic. Out 
of the two million pilgrims, 
995,116 were from abroad. 

Shaath brings 
money for 
Palestinian police 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
PLO's top negotiator Nabil 
Shaath admitted Friday he bad 
brought money to tbs- Gaza 
Scrip to keep die new Palesti- 
nian police force afloat. “1 
came today to bring money for 
'police, so they can cany out 
their duties," he told reporters 
after slipping unannounced 
into Gaza overnight. He would 
not say how much money or if 
it was cash. “It’s a present for 
the feast," laughed Dr. 
Shaath, the most senior mem- 
ber of the Palestinian diaspora 
to visit the occupied territories 
since 1967. 

Guerrillas wanted 
by Israel Join 
police 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Thirty 
men who fought in the clandes- 
tine ranks of the armed wing of 
Fateh against Israel have 
joined the new Palestinian 
police force, a FLO official 
told AFP on Friday. Another 
40 “Hawks” from the main- 
stream PLO group have ap- 
plied to become policemen 
since the May 4 agreement to 
launch autonomy in the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank town 
jf Jericho, said the official. All 
took pan in the armed snuggle 
and were listed as wanted by 
the Israeli army until self-rule 
started. “This is what I wanted 
to do," said Ahmad Abu 
Zayad, who received his blue 
uniform nad regulation issue 
Kalashnikov rifle earlier this 
week. 

Pakistan 

opposition alleges 
secret deal with 
U.S. 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan's opposition Friday 
accused the government of en- 
tering into a secret deal with 
the United States to open the 
country's nuclear facilities to 
inspection. Tbe opposition 
attack came after Foreign 
Minister Assef Ahmed Ali said 
Wednesday that Islamabad 
was ready to consider propos- 
als from the United States on 
“non-intrusive" means to 
verify that Pakistan was not 
producing nuclear weapons. 
Hie leader of the opposition 
Pakistan Muslim League, 
Nawaz Sharif, a former prime 
minister, said “to agree to non- 
intrusive verification means in- 
spection which is worse than a 
roll back.’* Tbe foreign minis- 
ter’s statement coincided with 
Pakistani President Farooq 
Ahmad Leghari's departure on 
a private visit to the United 
States to meet with U.S. offi- 
cials. 


King returns home after talks with Self-rule in 
Assad on peace process , bilateral ties ‘jeopardy* 

Two leaders a *f r 

stress need for * . 2 soldiers 


i AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
i Majesty King Hussein Friday 
relumed home from Damas- 
cus after paying a short visit 
to Syria during which he held 
talks with President Hafez Al 
Assad. 

King Hussein and Mr. 
Assad had a meeting, which 
was attended by senior Jorda- 
nian and Syrian officials be- 
fore having a closed-door 
meeting, Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, said. 

His Majesty and tbe Syrian 
President reviewed the situa- 
tion in the region and the 
latest developments in the 
Middle East peace process. 
Mr. Assad briefed the King 
on the outcome of his recent 
talks with American Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher, Petra said. 

Syria said the Israeli ideas 
were not enough to break the 
stalemate because they did 
not include an Israeli pledge 
for full withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, captured by 
Israel in 1967. Israel wants to 
have normal ties with Damas- 
cus before revealing the ex- 
tent of withdrawal. 

The Jordanian and tbe Sy- 


rian sides stressed the import- 
ance of coordination between 
the two countries and the 
need to define the require- 
ments of a just, comprehen- 
sive and lasting peace in the 
region on the basis of interna- 
tional legitimacy and U.N. 
resolutions. 

Syrian officials stressed the 
importance of coordination 
among the parties involved in 
the peace talks with Israel. 

“Coordination among the 
Arab parties is important be- 
cause it will strengthen tbe 
Arab position at the negotia- 
tions and prevent Israel from 
imposing the solutions it 
wants on them,” one official 
was quoted as saying by Reu- 
ter news agency. 

“Syria will continue to 
work for a comprehensive 
settlement of the conflict and 
refuse separate or partial 
deals like the Gaza- Jericho 
accord between tbe PLO and 
Israel which deprived Palesti- 
nians of their rights," he said. 

The two sides also agreed 
to boost and bolster bilateral 
relations in various fields. 

The situation in strife-torn 
Yemen was also under focus 
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Syrian President Hafez Al Assad greets His Majesty 
Damascus 


King Hussein upon Us arrival in 


in the talks, with the two 
jeaders stressing their keen 
interest in preserving Ye- 
men’s unity and protecting its 
achievements. 

The talks were attended on 
tbe Jordanian side by Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al 
Majali, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
the King's advisor on political 
affairs Marwan Al Qassem. 

On the Syrian side, the 
talks were attended by Vice- 
President Abdul Haleem 


Khaddam and Mohammad 
Zuhair Masharqa, Prime 
Minister Mahmoud Al Zu*bi,. 
Foreign Minister Faroug Al 
Sharaa and Minister of State 
for Presidential Affairs 
Wahib Fadel. 

King Hussein was received 
at Amman Airport upon his 
return by His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad, the per- 
sonal representative of tbe 
King, His Royal Highness 
Prince Ghazi Ben Moham- 
mad, Chief Chamberlain 


Saleh rejects ceasefire appeal 
as forces move closer to Aden 


AL ANAD, Yemen (Agen- 
cies) — Northern Yemeni 
forces Friday appeared to have 
won control of part of Af Anad 
military base as they tightened 
their grip around the southern 
stronghold of Aden. 

Heavy shelling prevented 
journalists from getting closer 
than three kilometres south of 
Al Anad but southern Yemeni 
forces were retreating at that 
point. 

In spite of the apparent re- 
treat, southern officers at the 
front said southern units still 
controlled the air strip and 
buildings in the southwest part 
of Al Anad base. 

They said infantry were 
fighting northern forces loyal 
lo Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh in and around 
the base, and more soldiers 
were seen heading northwards 
as reinforcements. 


Southern warplanes Friday 
pounded rival positions north 
of Al Anad, showing the air 


force was active despite an 
overnight attack on the Aden 
civilian and military airport, 
which has been dosed to com- 
mercial traffic since the start of 
the war. 

Mr. Saleh launched ap 
offensive on May 4 to crush his 
'estranged vice-president, Ali 
Salem Al Beidh, who is based 
in the port city. 

In the fighting on Friday 


near Al Anad, northern shells 
were landing south of tbe base 
at a distance of about 40 
kilometres from Aden’s out- 
skirts. 

. From the direction of shell- 
ing, northern forces also 
appeared to control the Dhalea 
junction, four kilometres north 
of the base. 

A southern officer at a forti- 
fication south of the base 
boasted of his side's air power. 

“Let them come out of the 
mountains. Let them come out 
in the open and our planes will 
flatten them," he said. 

In Aden, southern war- 
planes flew regularly out of the 
airport despite the bombard- 
ments. Northern planes have 
been idle since three days after 
the war erupted. 

In Sanaa militaty spokesman 
accused Mr. Beidh of aban- 
doning Aden to its fate as 
northern troops dosed in on 
tbe southern port dty, but they 
gave assurances that dvilian 
areas would not be targetted. 

The vice president, who has 
accused Mr. Saleh of seeking 
to annex the south, took refuge 
on Tuesday in the Hadhramaut 
province of eastern Yemen, on 
the border with Oman, accord- 
ing to informed sources in 
Aden. 

“The flight of Beidh, that 
war criminal, to Hadhramaut is 
a cowardly act which reveals 


the true face of this murderer 
who has plunged our nation 
into a destructive war," the 
north charged. 

“He has abandoned his men 
without a worry in tbe world 
over their fate to carry his plan 
for separation.” 

In the wake of two Scud 
missile attacks on Aden on 
Thursday that triggered panic 
among the dry’s more than 
500,000 residents, the north 
said dvilians had nothing to 
fear from the northern push on 
Mr. Beidh's power base. 

Tbe Scuds, the first fired on 
Aden by the north since the 
rivil war broke out on May 5, 
crashed into the airport and a 
residential district, wounding 
four people, according to hos- 
pitals in the dty. 

Several military targets in 
Aden as well as the airbase are 
now within range of our mis- 
siles and artillery," the north 
warned. 

Panicky residents of the dty 
ran into the streets either in 
fear or in curiosity to look at 
fire billowing from an Antonov 
transport plane hit at the air- 
port at the edge of the dty. 
Another projectile seemed to 
have landed in the sea. 

Aden residents ran into the 
streets in panic during the 
overnight attack, during which 
an ageing Antonov transport 
plane was hit and burst into 


flames. 

Tbe Charge D'affaires at 
Yemen’s embassy in Beirut, 
Abdallah Mouthana, told re- 
porters there that in the “fero- 
cious missile bombardment” of 
Aden many dvilians were kil- 
led. But an officer in the dty 
told Reuters there were no 
casualties. 

Life had returned to normal 
Friday, with people buying 
goats and sheep for the Adha 
Feast. 

It was not dear if the attack 
meant tbe northern forces had 
come within artillery range of 
the dty, but rockets can fire 
from more than 40 km away. 

Sanaa radio, said on Thurs- 
day night northern forces were 
advancing from Al Anad 
southwards towards the town 
of Al Hutah, which lies about 
halfway to Aden. It said they 
had captured 62 T-S5 tanks on 
the road between Al Anad and 
Al Hutah and shot down one 
plane over Al Anad. 

This could not be indepen- 
dently confirmed. 

On Friday. Sanaa radio, 
anticipating victory, pledged 
that residents of Aden would 
not be harmed. 

“Likewise, misled soldiers 
and officers should know they 
will receive much appreciation 
and respect once they join the 

(Continued on page 3) 


Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, Upper 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Ahmad Al Lawzi, tbe King’s 
advisors. Deputy Prime 
Minister Maan Abu Nuwaar, 
tbe Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General 
Abdul Hafez MarT Al Kaab- 
neh and other senior officials. 

At Damascus Airport, 
King Hussein was seen off by 
Mr. Assad, Mr. Khaddam, 
Dr. Masharqa, Mr. Zo’bi, 
Mr. Sharaa and other senior 
officials. 


Djerejian 

quits 

Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Islamic fun- 
damentalists gunned down 
two Israeli sergeants on the 
Gaza Strip Friday, provoking 
warnings that autonomy 
would not survive unless the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) halted 
attacks. 

They were the first Jewish 
soldiers killed since Israel 
and the PLO signed an 
accord on May 4 to launch 
self-rule in Gaza and Jericho. 

Three men in a car raked a 
roadblock with automatic 
weapons fire near tbe north- 
ern edge of Gaza. They Bed 
into the autonomous Palesti- 
nian zone. 

A third soldier shot back at 
tbe car, but tbe army did not 
give hot pursuit, the officials 
said. And two Israelis driving 
a garbage truck were lightly 
wounded when Palestinians 
fired from a passing car near 
Morag settlement, in south- 
ern Gaza. They also fled into 
the self -rule area, military 
officials said. 

Islamic Jihad said it carried 
out tbe “heroic” operation 
which left the two soldiers 
dead near the Erez border 
crossing, controlled by Israel. 
The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, claimed 


responsibility for the second 
shooting. 

As a result, Israeli Chief of 
Staff Ehud Barak sealed off 
the Strip until May 29, pre- 
venting Palestinians from 
leaving tbe area. 

“The army considers that it 
is the role of the Palestinian 
* police to prevent aimed men 
from reaching Israeli check- 
points," an army spokesman 
said. "The closure is intended 
to allow tbe Palestinian 
police to organise themselves 
to halt further attacks.” 

Under autonomy. Israel 
protects the 4,000 settlers in 
Gaza while the new police 
maintains order in the self- 
rule areas. 

An officer, identified only 
as Colonel Shaul, said con- 
tacts had been made with the 
police to try “to prevent a 
repetition of such attacks.” 

“The Palestinian police has 
only been deployed for a few 
days and is having difficulties 
getting organised to stop ter- 
rorist infiltrations in areas of 
the Gaza Strip which are 
under our control," tbe said. 

Israeli leaders issued a se- 
vere warning that self-rule- 
would be over unless the 
PLO prevented murderous 

(Continued on page 3) 


N. Korea told talk can 
solve nuclear dispute 


post 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Edward Djerejian, after 
only six monts in one of U.S. 
diplomacy's premier overseas 
posts as ambassador to Israel, 
is leaving to become director of 
a university police institute 
associated with former secret- 
ary of state James Baker. 

The announcement Thurs- 
day in a written statement by 
Rice University President Mal- 
colm GflJis, took many U.S. 
and Israeli diplomats by sur- 
prise, although sources said 
Mr. Djerejian informed 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and also Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

Mr. Djerejian was in Jeru- 
salem during Mr. Christ- 
opher’s Israel-Syria peace 
shuttle that ended Thursday. 

He was expected in Hous- 
ton, Texas at Rice University 
for a formal public announce- 
ment of his appointment Fri- 
day, university sources said. 

A state department official 
confirmed that Mr. Djerejian 
submitted his resignation let- 
ter, effective August 1, and 

(Continue d on page 3) 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
urged North Korea on Friday 
to stop removing spent fuel 
from a nuclear reactor at 
Yongbyon, saying there was 
still time for the north to end 
the crisis through diplomatic 
means. 

The International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) said 
on Thursday North Korea had 
begun removing fuel rods from 
the reactor without IAEA su- 
pervision. despite threats of 
U.N. economic sanctions if it 
did so. 

The world nuclear watchdog 
body said tbe removal was a 
serious violation of its safe- 
guards agreement and sent a 
telex to Pyongyang saying it 
.was reporting the north to tbe 
U.N. Security Councfl. 

“The- government notes the 
IAEA’s announcement that it 
is still possible for North Korea 
to implement required safe- 
guards measures as long as it 
refrains from continuing the 
refuelling," South Korean 
Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Chang Ki-Ho said in a state- 
ment. 

Mr. Chang expressed regret 
and concerns over the Stalinist 
state's move to begin refuelling 
the reactor at Yongbyon, 100 
km (60 miles) from Pyon- 
gyang, and added: 

“We urge North Korea to 
undertake its safeguards duty 


needed to refuel the five- 
megawatt reactor through im-. 
mediate negotiations with tbe 
IAEA." 

South Korea’s security- 
related ministers agreed on 
Friday to seek sanctions 
against the north if it ignored 
the latest IAEA call for urgent 
talks to arrange a thorough 
inspection of the remaining 
fuel rods. 

But deputy Prime Minister 
Lee Hong-Koo, who presided 
over the meeting, said the 
north had nor crossed the point 
of no return. 

“We don’t have to be totally 
pessimistic about the NorthKo- 
rean nuclear problem,” Mr. 
Lee’s spokesman quoted him 
as saying. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said on Thursday Pyongyang 
would be making a mistake, to 
continue thwarting interna- 
tional nuclear inspections but 
said he awaited a report from 
the IAEA. 

The IAEA did not recall its 
inspection team now in Yong- 
byon in spite of its ruling that 
North Korea had violated the 
safeguards agreement by be- 
ginning to remove fuel rods 
from the reactor without the 
mandatory presence of IAEA 
experts. 

The agency said inspectors 
Continued on page 5) 


Arafat ponders entry point to self- rule area 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Now that it is 
near certain that Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
Chairman Yasser Arafat is 
going to enter the self-rule 
area some time in June, the 
question is which area is Mr. 
Arafat going to choose as 
entry point, Jericho or Gaza. 

While entering in June sig- 
nifies the elapse of 27 years of 
the June war of 1967, Mr. 
Arafat's entry point will also 
have its own significance. 

Those who want Mr. Ara*- 
fat to enter through Jericho 
want a parallel with the Jew- 
ish biblical story of Jericho 
crumbling under Jewish 
“stones." They see Jericho as 
the gathering point for the 
march to Jerusalem and tbe 


rest of the West Bank. 

Those who advocate Gaza 
for entry rite the Egyptian 
connection and expecr a 
tumultuous reception of the 
chairman and his entourage. 

According to a senior PLO 
official, Gaza “will be Ara- 
fat’s opportunity to give 


said “will give Arafat a huge 
welcome. 

Observers and analysts be- 
lieve that through entering 
Gaza first Mr. Arafat will 
want to acknowledge the im- 
portance he attaches to the 
autonomy rule succeeding in 
Gaza where opposition to the 
peace negotiations is more 
visible than in the West 
Bank. 

Security officials such as 


Jabril Rajoub, who returned 
to Gaza earlier this week as 
head of security, are laying 
the groundwork for Mr. Ara- 
fat’s return. Palestinian offi- 
cials in Amman said. 

Ideally, Chairman Arafat 
would like to return to Gaza 
and Jericho on June 5 to 
mark the beginning of the 
1967 Arab- Israeli war and to 
symbolise the end of 27 years 


ANALYSIS 

of occupation. But Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres told reporters in Paris 
that he "had convinced" Mr. 
Arafat that to return on June 
5 would be a “historic mis- 
take." 

Mr. Peres' statements 
came despite assertions made 


by senior PLO negotiator and 
member of tbe would be 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) Nabil Shaath that 
Chairman Arafat would re- 
turn on June 5. Palestinian 
officials now say that that is 
less likely. 

But PLO officials who re- 
turned from meetings with 
the PLO chairman in Tunis, 
told the Jordan Times that 
Mr. Arafat “may still return 
to Gaza and Jericho before 
June 6.” 

“It depends on many 
things but basically if possible 
he would like to enter Gaza 
and Jericho as soon as possi- 
ble," said the official who 
asked to remain anonymous. 

“We don’t want the chair- 
man's return to coincide with 
any other major wtematkmal 
event," said a senior member 


of the Palestine National 
Council. 

Members of the PLO pub- 
lic relations team fear that 
the chairman’s return dose to 
Europe's D-day celebration 
that marks the landing of 
allied troops on the shores of 
France at Normandy on June 
10, 1944 may help downplay 
the chairman's return. 

“The other problem is that 
on June 16 there is will be a 
huge meeting of the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity 
(OAU) in Tunis that the 
chairman wants very much to 
attend," said a PLO official 
back from Tunis on Thurs- 
day. 

Palestinian officials here 
say that while "no final deri- 
sions" have been made yet in 

(Continued on page 3) 



Upon the Occasion of 

EID AL -ADHA 




ARAB BANK 

is honoured to convey to 

HE MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN 

and to the 

ARAB & ISLAMIC NATIONS 
Its most cordial wishes and greetings 
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Middle East News 


Iraqi Kurdish factions 
battle in northern Iraq 


SALAHUDDIN, Iraq (R) — 
Rival Kurdish guerrilla fac- 
tions battled for two towns in 
northern Iraq, forcing buffer 
forces to withdraw and bashing 
efforts to halt the 19-day-oid 
conflict, officials from both 
sides said. 


“We are not shooting at the 
town," one KDP man said. 
“We don’t want to enter it or 
endanger civilians or shed any 
blood. We want a peaceful 
solution.’' 


Units of the opposition Iraqi 
National Congress (INC), 
which has tried to separate the 
combatants, had to pull out of 
several strong points they had 
occupied around Khoi San- 
jak and Shaqlawa under earlier 
peace pacts, INC officials said. 

The latest battles between- 
tfae Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK), led by Jala! Tala- 
bani, and the Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP), led by 
Massoud Barzani, bave dosed 
roads between the capital Irbil 
and the dries of Dahuk and 
Sulaimaniya. 

The two Kurdish groups 
jointly rule on area of northern 
Iraq which has been protected 
from the government in Bagh- 
dad by Western air power since 
President Saddam Hussein 
crushed a Kurdish revolt by the 
end of the 1991 Gulf War. The 
INC is an anti-Saddam alliance 
to which both Kurdish groups 
belong. 


But there was no immediate 
let-up in the fighting. Small 
arms fire cracked in the dis- 
tance, along with the heavier 
thud of anti-aircraft guns, mor- 
tars and rocket-propelled gre- 
nades. 


He complained of abuses by 
both side, including intimida- 
tion of local staff of foreign 
relief agendes. 

The fighting began over a 
land dispute in the town of 
Qala Dizeh, about ISO 
kilometres northwest of 
Suiaimaniyah, and developed 
rapidly into a turf war which 
has redrawn the map of north- 
ern Iraq according to party 
affiliation. 


Thursday’s clashes began 
just hours after the end of a 
late-night meeting at INC 
headquarters in Salahuddin at 
which the feuding factions 
agreed to issue a new ceasefire 
call. 


The KDP controls all but a 
small pocket of the western 
govemorate of Dahuk, while 
the PUK has the upper hand in 
Sulaimaniya govemorate, 
though many parts are dis- 
puted. 


KDP leader Massond Barza- 
ni accepted a request from the 
PUK to make a televised peace 
appeal Thursday, but he 
changed his mind after the new 
fighting erupted, KDP officials 
said. 


The two sides have so far 
successfully sought to prevent 
fighting in the capital Irbil, but 
PUK fighters have taken con- 
trol of the parliament and 
other government buildings 
there. 


Khoi San jak. on the Irbil- 
Snlaimaniyah Road, and Sha- 
qlawa, which links the western 
part of Iraqi Kurdistan to the 
KDP stronghold of Salahuddin 
and Irbil, are both in PUK 
hands. 


Fighting has also flared 

r ’n between the PUK and 
Islamic Movement of Kur- 
distan, especially around the 
town of Halabja on the Iranian 
border, in the last few days. 


A senior U.N. official said 
IS to 20 foreign aid workers 
and U.N. guards were trapped 
inside Shaqlawa as KDP forces 
sought to dislodge their PUK 
foes from surrounding heights. 

The foreigners, contacted by 
radio, said they were safe for 
the moment because fighting 
bad not spread to the town 
itself. 


Information on the overall 
casualty toll in the fratricidal 
conflict is sketchy. Estimates 
vary from 100 to 300. 


The fighting has disrupted 
foreign relief efforts in north- 
ern Iraq and alarmed U.N. 
officials and the Western allies 
whose aircraft protect the re- 
gion from the Baghdad govern- 
ment. 


The PUK which launched a 
big assault on the Muslim mili- 
tia in December, says Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards are 
fighting alongside the Islamic 
forces, the KDP denies this 
claim. 


KDP Peshmerga guerrillas 
on the road a few kilometres 
from Shaqlawa were firing 
deafening rounds from a 106- 
rnm recoil less rifle at PUK 
positions in the hills in the late 
afternoon. 

They said PUK fighters were 
effectively surrounded in Sha- 
qlawa, but were still resisting. 


Armed conflict between sup- 
porters of your administration 
can be expected to negatively 
affect international suppo r t to 
the regjon,” Stafford Oarry, 
head of the UN. Iraq Relief 
Coordination Unit based in Ir- 
bil, wrote to the Iraqi Kurdish 
regional government in which 
the KDP and PUK share pow- 
er. 


Mr. Oarry told Renters that 
recent fighting near the traman 
border had caused panic 
among civilians who had been 
settled near Sait Sadiq after 
losing their homes in the Iraqi- 
bekl city of Kirkuk during toe 
failed Kurdish uprising of 
1991. 

. He said about 1,000 families 
were reported to bave left the 
Shanandaiy Camp and were 
heading towards Sulaimaniya. 
“People are pitching tents near 
Arbat just outside the city,” he 
said. 


Kuwait is set for new era 


in inter-Arab relations 


By Inal Ersan 

Reuter 


KUWAIT — Kuwait looks set 
to mend relations with some of 
the Arab states which sym- 
pathised with Iraq during its 
1990-91 occupation of the emi- 
rate. 

“Kuwait well knows that it is 
better for it to have these 
countries on its side rather 
than let them support Iraq’s 
attempts to lift U.N. sanc- 
tions," said an Arab diplomat. 

“It is a matter of logic and 
interests, not of sentiment,” he 
added. “In today’s world not 
many can afford to say X coon- 
try is my enemy’. One can only 
say ‘there is a conflict of in- 
terest with' X,” he added. 

Iraq’s seven-month occupa- 
tion of its oil-rich neighbour 
caused deep division between 
Arab states which supported or 
sympathised with Baghdad and 
those who opposed it. 

The emirate's ties with Jor- 
dan, toe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), Maurita- 
nia, yemen, Sudan, Libya and 
Tunisia have been chilly ever 
since due to their sympathy 
with Iraq. 

Moves to reconcile Kuwait 
with some of its former Arab 
friends have coincided with an 
Iraqi diplomatic campaign 
aimed at gaining international 
support for an end to U.N. 
sanctions imposed on Baghdad 
when it invaded Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 

Many Kuwaitis still find nor- 
malisation with Iraq’s friends 


difficult to swallow. But many 
commentators say that that 
should not be a reason to stop 
making efforts at reconcilia- 
tion. 

“There is a Utter taste in toe 
month. Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians should go out and say 
frankly *we have erred’,” said 
Saif Abbas Abdulla, who 
chairs Kuwait University’s 
Political Science Department. 

But he added: “Through di- 
alogue with my students I real- 
ised a difference as the time 
passed... Time and debate suc- 
ceeded in bringing points of 
view closer.” 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Kuwait has long prided itself 
on strong friendship* with many 
Arab, African and Asian states 
and has provided generous 
amounts of aid to help many 
Third World economies de- 
velop. 

Kuwaitis were consequently 
furious during the occupation 
when they learnt that some 
Arab states which bad received 
copious amounts of their 
largesse had sided with their 


enemy. 

Reconciliation was once 
seen as a remote possibility 
upon its introduction for de- 
bate in parliament and through 
opinion polls and newspaper 
commentaries. 

A visit by Tunisian Foreign 
Minsiter Habib Ben Yahia last 
year raised howls of protest in 
newspapers and letter col- 
umns. 


But veteran Foreign Minis- 
ter Sheikh Sabah. A1 Ahmad A1 • 
.Sabah' last month toared three 
Maghreb states which failed to 
show support for Kuwait dur- 
ing the Gulf crisis. 

He described his talks with 
Tunisian, Mauritanian and 
Algerian officials as “construc- 
tive.” His tour also included a 
visit to Morocco, with which 
Kuwait has good relations. 

“Kuwait is keen on restoring 
Arab solidarity according to 
the rules and bases that ensure 
deepening mutual trust among- 
Arab countries,” said minister 
of state for cabinet affairs, 
Abdul Aziz A1 Dakhil, after 
Sheikh Sabah briefed the 
cabinet on the results of his 
tour. 

Some members of parlia- 
ment say it is time to mend 
fences. 

“As a member of the Islamic 
stream in parliament, I say we 
support restoring ties with the 
sisterly countries if they would 
recognise the Security Coun- 
cil's resolutions related to the 
Iraqi invarion of Kuwait,” said 
Muslim fundamentalist parlia- 
mentarian Mubarak A! 
D nlaflah 

In 1993 the government ex- 
pressed willingness to improve 
ties with some states if they 
responded to a list of Kuwaiti 
terms. 

The list stipulates that 
Kuwait’s friends should con- 
demn' Iraq’s invasion and help 
free some 600 Kuwaitis be- 
lieved still held captive in Iraq 
despite its denials. 



JOINT PATROLS: Palestinian poficemen (left counterpart during a break of toe joint patrol in 

& cadre) enjoy a cop of coffee with their Israeli Jericho Friday (AFP photo) 


Egyptian ferry blazes, s inks in Red Sea 


CAIRO (R) — Hundreds of 
holiday travellers dived into 
the Red Sea during the night as 
fire gutted a ferry carrying 
them from Saudi Arabia to 
Egypt. 

At least eight of the nearly 
600 people aboard toe Egyp- 
tian feiry Qamar A1 Saudi 
died. Officials said up to 21 
people might still be missing. 

The ferry was bringing hun- 
dreds of Egyptians home for 
the Muslim festival of Eid A1 
Adha which starts Saturday 
and marks the dimax of toe 
annual pilgrimage to Mecca. 

It had dropped 500 passen- 
gers at the Egyptian port of 
Safaga and was carrying 510 
passengers and 83 crew north 
to war ds Suez when one of its 
boilers exploded Wednesday 
night. 


The burned-out ferry floated 
nearly submerged until 'Thurs- 
day afternoon, when it finally 
sank. 

A woman saved from the 
blaze gave birth to a baby girl 
on one of toe rescue ships. 

Officials said numbers of 
people rescued or missing were 
confused because many vessels 
were taking part in rescue op- 
erations and survivors were 
taken to different ports. 

A security official from 
Egypt’s Red Sea govemorate 
said all but 15 of toe passengers 
and crew were accounted for. 

Egyptian naval sources said 
555 people had been rescued 
and up to 21 people might stiD 
be musing. 

United States Navy forces 
assisting toe rescue said 476 
people had been saved and 


others were still being plucked 
during the afternoon from the 
sea and from an oil platform in 
the area 30 miles north of 
Safaga. 


Some survivors were bong 
taken to the Red Sea resort of 


Hurghada. Others were picked 
up by three tugs working in toe 
oilfields of the Gulf of Suez 
and were taken to shore at the 
oil loading port in Gabal Zdt. 


Major-General Salah Mokh- 
tar, director of the Suez and 
Red Sea ports, said 10 rescue 
units were taking part. 

Minister of Transport Soti- 
man Metwalli flew to the area. 

In December 1991, 476 peo- 
ple died when a ferry packed 
with Egyptian pilgrims return- 
ing from Saudi Arabia hit a 
reef and sank near Safaga. 


Yemen foes take a daily break for qat 


SANAA (R) — When midday 
comes to Yemen’s civil war 
battlefields, soldiers on both 
sides put down their guns till 
sunset. 

The long, hot afternoon be- 
longs to the ritual of qat — a 
bitter narcotic leaf which re- 
quires hours of chewing to 
produce its mild stimulant 
effect. 

“The battle was going on in 
the morning but it died down 
by noon. You just missed it,” a 
Northern soldier told this re- 
porter on a frontline visit. 

■ “It’s lunchtime, and after 
that .qat. '.Both -sides -respect 
these needs,” explained an 
army officer. 

“Fighting will probably re- 
sume late in the afternoon and 
you can watch it if you're still 


around,” another soldier said. 

Civil war erupted on May 4 
out of a quarrel between Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Salem, a 
northerner, and Vice President 
Ali Salem a! Beidh, a south- 
erner. They are the same lead- 
ers who merged North and 
South Yemen into a single 
state hi 1990. 

Journalists touring battief- 
ronts have found hardly any 
fighting during qat time. 

Soldiers sit in the shade of a 
wall, a tank or under trees with 
plastic bags frill of the green 
herb in -front of them. 

OffiCert chew qat hi tfierr 
offices as they explain develop- 
ments m the battles to visiting 
journalists. 

Southern prisoners of war 
commonly receive a ration of 


qat from their northern cap- 
tors. 

At the camp of the Northern 
Amaliqah Brigade, toe cap- 
tured commander of a south- 
ern brigade was sitting on a 
cushion on the floor of a room 
next to the Amaliqah comman- 
der’s office, chewing qat. 

The Amaliqah, in the south- 
ern city of Zinjubar, has been 
trying to advance to Beidh’s 
capital Aden 50 kilometres (34 
miles) to toe southwest since 
the war began, but has met 
determined resistance. 


In toe poficr station at Al 
Rahida -on the road' between - 


Aden and the northern city of 
Taiz, 53 southern prisoners 
were pooling their funds and 
asking their northern guards to 
buy qat for them. 


Turkey unveils democratisation plan 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
has proposed a series of demo- 
cratisation measures that will 
open toe political arena to 
groups barred from politics by 
Turkey’s former military rul- 
ers. 


Turkey. 

A score of other improve- 
ments are to be made either by 
amending existing laws or by 
new legislation, all requiring 
action by the 450-member par- 
liament. 


can pass other legislation with 
a simple majority. 


The programme includes re- 
visions to 10 articles of the 
constitution, a restrictive char- 
ter passed in 1982 when Tur- 
key was ruled by a military 
junta that seized power in 
1980. 


Other measures will lower 
toe voting age from 21 to 18 
and allow members of parlia- 
ment to switch parties at will. 


Ms. Ciller mdicaied she 
would improve ethnic and 
cultural rights for Kurds in 
southeast Turkey, where 
troops have been battling 
against separatist Kurdish 
guerrillas since 1984. But she 
said Tlirkey’s national unity 
would not be prejudiced. 


In a big move towards a fully 
ploralist democracy, die mea- 
sures wfl] lift all restrictions 
that bar academics, students, 
labour unions and associations 
from political activity. 


“The democratisation pack- 
age aims at putting Turkey on 
the trad: for restructuring in 
administrative, social and poli- 
tical areas,” Ms. Oiler told a 
news conference. 


Bnt a human rights campaig- 
ner and a political columnist 
noted that the package did 
little to improve human rights 
in Turkey. 

“If there is nothing about 
repealing laws tot restrict hu- 
man rights... that democratisa- 
tion will be worthless,” said 
Mahmut Ongoren. head of the 
Human Rights Foundation of 


The programme was assem- 
bled over the past few months 
by her conservative True Path 
Party (DYP) and its junior 
coalition partner, the Soda! 
Democrat Populist Party 
(SHP). 

The SHP is believed to have 
given its support to Ms. Ciller’s 
austerity programme in return 
for the democratisation moves. 

The coalition, which holds 
233 seats in the parliament, 
needs two-thirds of the votes to 
change toe constitution but it 


“All legal obstacles and res- 
trictions which citizens meet in 
the free ex p r e ss ion and de- 
velopment of their ethnic, 
cultural aild linguistic identity 
characteristics will be handled 
within national unity ,” she 
said. 

Mehmed Alii Birand, a poli- 
tical columnist, reacting to the 
package, told Reuters: “It is 
absolutely crucial for GUer to 
get this package accepted in 
order to keep the Social 
Democrats as her partner,” be 
said. 


“But I think she will suc- 
ceed... It is already such a 
small package and offers only 
timid improvements on human 
rights.” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Blast hits Christian school in Sidon 


SIDON, Lebanon (AFP) — A powerful explosion badly, 
ripma ppiH a Christian school in the southern Lebanese port city 
of Sidon early Friday, without causing any^casuaic^offiaals 
said. Police said toe blast was caused by a bomb, tat a 
government prosecutor who visited the scene, Khaled Ham- 

mud, said no trice of explosives had been found and it was 
j «... _ u.l. Ti,a tmjocHontion was mn- 


probably caused by a gas leak. The investigation was con- 
tinuing, he said. The explosion wrecked toe dmmg room and 
. . ® . ■ 1 Prntestant School 


UUUUIKi W Wiu. iin.VA|in«w — “ „ , 

blew out windows at the Evangelical Protestant School, 
formerly known as the American School. It happened at 5 
a.m. (0200 GMT) and was heard over a wide distance. 
Headmaster Jamal Yaagi ordered the school s temporary 
closure and police sealed off the area. Mr. Yazigi said there 
had been no warnin g and be was unaware of why the school, 
which has 3,300 pupils, would be toe target of a bomb attack 
A blast in a Christian church north of Beirut on Feb. killed 10 
people and left 54 hurt. Sidon, hometown of Prime Minister 
Rafik Al Hariri, is mainly Sunni and Shi’ite Muslim, but has a 
small Christian community. 


Lebanese shell pro-Israeli mHitia 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — Lebanese guerrillas shelled 
five fortified posts of Israel’s militia allies in its South Lebanon 
occupation zone at dawn Friday, militia sources said. They 
said mortar bombs exploded around positions of the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) at Reshaf, Jebel Huznayyed, Baraashit, 
Shkief An name! and Beit Yahoun but caused no da mage or 
injuries. Security sources said a civilian was injured in 
Baraashh village when SLA gunners retaliated by shelling the 
village and other centres north of toe occupation zone. 


Rabin tops popularity poll 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin is Israel’s 
most popular political leader, according to an opinion poll 
published Friday. The premier and Labour Party leader won 
§6 per cent support in- the survey carried out for the Yediot 
Aharanot newspaper. Israelis were asked to say who they 
thought was “the best person to lead toe government at this 
time.” Benjamin Netanyahu, opposition Likud Party leader, 
gamed 19 per cent and former defence minister and right-wing 
hardliner Ariel Sharon 12 per cent. Far-right Tsomet Party 
chief Rafael Eitan bad 11 per cent backing, one percentage 
point ahead of Labour Party rebel and ex-Heahh Minister 
Oiaim Ramon. Foreign Minister Shimon Peres trailed in with 
seven per cent. The poll also found that Mr. Rabin would win 
50 per cent support over 38 per cent for Netanyahu if snap 
elections were held. Six per cent of the 503 people questioned 
by toe Dahat Institute Tuesday and Wednesday voiced no 
opinion. 


Rocket lilts Kabul market, kills 16 


KABUL (R) — At least 16 people were killed when a rocket 
hit a market in western Kabul Thursday, an army official said. 
People were buying food when the rocket struck the market in 
an area controlled by Prime Minister Gultaddin Hekmatyar, 
said the official from toe Kabul garrison which is loyal to the 
prime minis ter's arch-foe. President Burhanuddin Rabbani. It 
was not immediately dear who fired the rocket. But the 
• garrison official said it was not the work of pro-Rabbani forces 
and could have been fired by opposition forces themselves. No 
comment was immediately available from Mr. Hekmatyar’s 
Hezb-I-Islami Party which, together with northern warlord 
General Abdul Rashid Dostum, seeks to topple Rabbani. 
Witnesses said both sides were firing rockets.and artillery at 
each other's -positions- in the. capital, where more than -2,500 
p eople have been killed since renewed hostilities broke out on 
NewYear’s Day. Doctors said a seven-year-old boy was killed 
and several people were wounded in other parts of the dty 
Thursday. 


Iran seizes 15 tonnes of drugs 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian authorities seized. 15 tonnes of 
dregs from mid-March till early May, arresting 1,419 traffick- 
ers, police chief Reza Seifollah said. Mr. Seifollah said 2,000 
drug addicts had also been arrested between March 20 and 
May 6 and put through rehabilitation programmes. Iran is a 
transit route for drugs coming from Afghanistan and Pakistan 
destined for Europe and North America via Turkey. Last year 
the authorities seized about 95 tonnes of drugs — mainly 
heroin, morphine and opium — and arrested 15,000 drug 
traffickers and 45,000 drug addicts, according to official 
figures. 


Dissident’s wife: Libya offered bribe 


PARIS (R) — The wife of a prominent Libyan dissident who 
disappeared in Cairo last December has said a senior Libyan 
official offered her money to tone down her campaign against 
leader Muammar Qadhafi, the New York Times Service 
reported Friday. Former Foreign .Minister Mansour Kikhia 
quit his government post in 1981 and became a critic of Col 
Qadhafi and a leading opposition figure abroad. He dis- 
appeared mysteriously in Cairo on Dec. 11. Libyan opposition 
leaders and Mr. Kikhia’s wife, Baha Al Omari, have said they 
feared he was abducted by Libyan government agents. Libya 
has denied that Mr. Kikhia, 61, is on its territory. A New York 
Times Service report published in the Paris-based Internation- 
al Herald-Tribune said Ms. Omari, who lives in France, 
indicated that a Libyan official told her Tripoli was prepared 
to assume all expenses for her four children and herself. She 
said she interpreted the offer as being conditional on her 
softening or ending her campaign on behalf of her husband. 
The report said the offer followed two conciliatory letters from 
Col. Qadhafi in which be referred to Mr. Kikhia as a “patriot” 
whose disappearance was a major concern of the Libyan 
government. 
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EID PREPARATIONS: Citizens crowd the streets of 
Wihdai Thursday making p u r c ha ses in advance of ‘Eid A1 
Adha, the feast of sacrifice, marking the end of the 
pilgrimage season in Mecca. Jordan Saturday win observe 


AI Adha. Official ceremonies in the Kin gdom have been 
cancelled in mourning of the pasting of the late Queen Zein 
Al Sharaf, the Queen Mother, who died cm April 25. A 
statement from the Royal Const said that all c el eb rat ions 


usually held to mark the feast will be cancelled Saturday and 
that only religions ceremonies in mosques would be 
observed upon directives from His Mqfesty King Hussein. 


The Civil Defence Department (CDD) issued a statement 
rtmtiflntng fifewM to tab- extra care a phid fires particu- 
larly in public parks and forests (Photos by Rana Hnssewi) 


Queen reviews progress of Silsal ceramics project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Wednesday visited the Silsai 
ceramics workshop and 
showroom to review the 
progress of this income- 
generating project estab- 
lished in 1988. 

The project works to re- 
vive and preserve the artistic 
tradition of pottery and 
ceramic-making that was in- 
vented in the Levant in the 
sixth millennium BC. 

Local artisans have sal- 
vaged this tradition by revert- 
ing to ancient practices and 
incorporating new influences 
to create ceramic pieces with 


forms and designs taken from 
the pottery traditions of the 
Middle East. 

Drawing upon local talents 
and materials. Silsal produces 
pieces that are entirely hand- 
made and fired to stoneware 
temperatures. 

The project’s workshop 
provides on-tbe-job training 
for artists and designers who 
are graduates of load univer- 
sities and eonunnnity col- 
leges. It also serves as a 
laboratory for the artists to 
experiment with the various 
types of local day and glazing 
techniques. 

Silsal work is exhibited at 


the Jordan Design and Trade 
Centre of the Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation, amottg. 
other locations. 

Queen Noor, who has sup- 
ported and encouraged the 
project since its inception, 
first toured the showroom 
before holding a meeting 
with the project’s staff. 

During the meeting, the 
Queen was briefed on the 
progres s of the plant and on 
the various problems and 
challenges facing the cera- 
mics industry. 

Several possible solutions 
were suggested, one of which 
was to establish a day proces- 


sing plant for use by local 
industries as well as for ex- 
port to die region. 

Different lands of days are 
available in Jordan, and if 
produced and processed 
properly, these could become 
a new source of income to the 
Kingdom. 

The Queen also discussed 
with the workshop staff ways 
to improve the current condi- 
tions of the Kingdom’s street 
potters, many of whom have 
lost their main source of in- 
come after being removed 
from their traditional road- 
side * locations because of 
pollution problems. 


During her meeting. 
Queen Noor explored ways 
in which Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) through 
the Jordan Design and Trade 
Centre could continue to 
promote and enhance tradi- 
tional aits and indigenous 
handicrafts in the Kingdom. 
The Queen also encouraged 
the idea of developing and 
maintaining an interactive di- 
alogue with the artists them- 
selves. 

The Queen was received 
by Director of SOsal Cera- 
mics Rnla Attala and Reetn 
Habayeh. 


Parliamentary team plans follow up mission to aid Bosnia 


By Etta Nasnttah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The seven-., 
member Jordanian team th»t 
participated in an Interna- 
tional Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) meeting held in Brusr 
scls last month to discuss tbe 
situation in Bosnia, plans to 
follow up its mission to help 
the Bosnian people achieve 
justice through a series of 
meetings with the media, 
decision-makers and Pope 
John Paul II next month, 
according to team member 
Senator Kamel Abu Jaber. 

Dr. Abu Jaber Friday told 
tbe Jordan Times that the 
team had a scheduled audi- 
ence with the Pope im- 
mediately after the Brussels 
meeting, but the pontiff’s 
accident on April 25 caused 


-the postponement of the 
meeting. TbePope was hos- 
‘ for a broken thigh 


The senator said the team 
hopes to meet with the Pope 
in June and carry out its 
mission of spreading aware- 
ness about the situation in 
Bosnia in order to win world 
support for effective mea- 
sures to end the suffering of 
Bosnians. 

In reporting about the IPU 
meeting. Dr. Aba Jaber told 
Jordan Television Thursday 
evening that the Jordanian 
team presented the Kingdom 
as a model of Christian- 
Musfim co-existen c e living 
under the umbrella of demo- 
cracy, pluralism and respect 
for human rights. 

Earlier Tnursday, the 


team held a press conference 
in Amman to present the 
de ri si ons and recommenda- 
tions of the IPU meetin g hew 
on April 28. . • ' 

Summing up the ou tedfee 
of the meeting, team iemt 
Kamel Al Sharif said that tftfc 
parliamentarians froth 
around the world strongly 
condemned the Serbs’ coo- 
tinned aggression on Bosnfe 
and deplored what he termed 
collusion on the part of the 
major world powers against 
the Bosnian people. 

The world parliamenta- 
rians, who met at the Euro- 
pean Parliament in Brussels, 
also condemned the Unfted 
Nations for its failure to Bee 
to its commitment to frS 
r, which provides fbk 
the protection of all U.N. 


member nations in the face of 
aggression, said Mr. Sharif. 

The IPU iss ue d a state- 
ment at the end of the meet- 
ing reaffirming the legitimate 
rights of the Bosnian people 
to self-defence and the right 
to acquire military assis t ance 
to fend off aggression, 
according to Mr. Sbarif. 

The IPU statement, be 
added, landed the efforts of 
nations frying to extend 

h iumwutarinu assistance nwH 

relief to the Bosnian people 
and called for cancelling the 
right to veto enjoyed by the 
five pe rm anent members of 
the UJN. Security Council 
because, be said, it consi- 
dered this privilege an obsta- 
cle to protecting the Bosnian 
nation. 

The statement demanded, a 


U.N. international tribunal 
to fry what the meeting called 
war criminals among the 
Serbs for their atrocities in 
the war. 

Mr. Sharif, who is also a 
m e mb er of the Upper House 
of Parliament, said he had 
sent copies of tbe resolutions 
to various government and 
parliaments demanding a 
worldwide campaign be laun- 
ched to end the Serbian 
aggression. 

He also appealed to die 
U-S. Congress to help bring 
about military action against 
the Serbs. 

Tbe team Wednesday met 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majati and presented 
him with a copy of tbe IPU 
recommendations and resolu- 
tions. 


Self-rule in jeopardy’ 


(Continued from page 1) 
attacks. 

“If the PLO does not bring 
the situation under control ... 
it will itself have put an end 
to the agreement,” said 
Education Minister Amnon 
Rubinstein. 

“It has to be dear that the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho will 
not serve as safe havens for 
assassins,” he said. 

Eli Dayan, the parliamen- 
tary Labour Party leader, 
said: “If the Palestinians do 
not take real measures, the 
autonomy agreement has no 
future.” 

State radio quoted military 
sources as saying that so far 
the Palestinians were “incap- 
able of controlling the situa- 
tion.” 

"Armed activists from 
Hamas move around freely 
on the Gaza Strip without 
police intervening,’* the radio 
said. 

Palestinian police com- 
manders, only two days after 
Israel handed over control of 
most of Gaza and the West 
Bank town of Jericho, prom- 
ised to take “necessary mea- 
sures” but did not specify 
what they were. 

Leading PLO peacemaker 
Z^fabil Shaath, who arrived on 
- a surprise visit to Gaza hours 
Cartier for his first time in 30 
years, met his Israeli counter- 
part, Deputy Army Chief 
Amnon Shahak, for an hour 
it the Erez crossing point to 
Israel. 

> “It is now the duty of the 
Palestinian police to deal 
tyitb the matter, to find the 
people and to do whatever 
possible in order to prevent a 
recurrence of these events," 
Israeli Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Yossi Beilin told Israel 
Radio. 


Palestinian officials tried to 
reassure Israel they would 
take control of the situation. 

Asked if tbe newly arrived 
police had arrested or in- 
tended to arrest members of 
Hamas, one of die two mili- 
tant groups that claimed re- 
sponsibility for the killings, 
Palestinian Police Comman- 
der Major-General Nasr 
Youssef told reporters: 

‘There is no doubt we 
shall exercise our right as the 
authority. We shall take the 
necessary measures. 

“Hamas is not in control of 
the situation. It is tbe nation- 
al security forces who control 
the situation,” be added. 

When Israel occupied all of 
Gaza, the army would round 
up dozens of activists from a 
Palestinian faction that 
claimed responsibility for 
such an attack and bold them 
for days. 

But the Palestinian police, 
most of whom have not been 
in tbe strip for years if ever, 
would not want to be seen as 
acting in the same way as 
Israel. Mass roundups would 
be sensitive for a self-rule 
authority come to free Gaza. 

Israeli Colonel Shaul, com- 
manding the brigade of the 
two dead soldiers, told Israel 
Radio the army had not gone 
into the strip’s teeming towns 
and refugee camps because it 
was not a case of hot pursuit 
allowed in the peace deal. 

. No Palestinian police 
checkpoint has yet been set 
up on the mam road from 
Gaza city north to the Erez 
checkpoint. Guerrillas can 
press easily along roads out 
of Gaza City that lead to the 
highways used by Israeli set- 
.tiers. 

“[ knew some inetdents 
would happen. Tm very sorry 
that they happened. We have 


to do our best to pre-empf 
and prevent them from recur- 
ring. I'm not alarmed. *lf 
there are people who rfe 
suspects, then there should 
be some arrests,” Dr. Shaath 
said. *' 

Freih Abu Muddein, a 
member of the new Palest** 
nian authority, admitted 
problems. 

“The donor countries have 
not given us anything,” he 
complained. “We are still 
waiting for 120 jeeps to ar- 
rive, we are waiting for com- 
munications equipment. How 
can we send out patrols with- 
out communications.” 

Mr. Abu Muddein also 
said money was short. “This 
is why Nabil Shaath is here, 
but the money (be brought) is 
not enough to cover every- 
thing for the police.’' 

Israeli troops protect throb 
main settlement areas, in- 
cluding tbe Erez industrial 
and settlement zone in the 
north of the strip. 

Hamas shot dead two set- 
tlers and seriously wounded a 
third near the West Bank 
town of Hebron on Tuesday. 
The last soldier killed by 
Palestinians was found dead 
m East Jerusalem 
21. Friday's deaths . 

226 the number of Israelis 
killed by Palestinians since 
the uprising or intifada began 
in December 1987. 

Meanwhile, an Israeli 
minister warned Friday that 
Mr. Arafat will end his day*;, 
as mayor of the sleepy oaas 
town of Jericho if he make* 
one more call for a “jihad” to 
liberate Jerusalem. 

There was an outcry in 
Israel after state radio oft 
Tuesday broadcast a speed! 
made by Mr. Arafat in ft 
Johannesburg mosque wheit 
he called on Muslims for a 
“jihad,” or holy war, to free 
Jerusalem. 


on Anri 
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Arafat ponders 

( C on ti n ued from page 1) 

all likelihood the chairman 
wSl return cither before June 
6 or after the OAU meeting. 

While initial reports from 
Tunis had indicated that tbe 
PLO lead er would enter the 
self-rule areas through 
Jericho to emphasise the im- 
portance of toe West Bank, 
reports now appear to indi- 
cate that be will enter Gaza 
first. 

“It will be bis opportunity 
to give Egypt a grand salute 



entering Gaza through 
pt- Egypt has been his 
in this Gaza- Jericho first 
sment,” said a senior 
-O official. “Secondly be 
will receive a huge people's 
welcome which wifi be less 
likely in Jericho.” 

Jericho, PLO officials fear 
will be kicked off by the 
Israelis who will prevent 
West Bankers from going 
there to welcome Mr. Arafat. 
There are only 17,000 people 
who currently live in Jericho 
while almost one million live 
in the Gaza Strip. 


Saleh rejects call 

(Continued from page 1) 


forces of legitimacy and stand 
with them in the trench to 
defend unity,” the radio said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Saleh re- 
jected calls for a ceasefire dur- 
ing Ai Adha Feast from Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
and Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat. 

Mr. Arafat appealed Mr. 
Saleh, and Mr. Al Beidh, to 
stop their civil war, the Palesti- 


nian news agency WAFA said 
on Friday. 

Mr. Arafat telephoned each 
of them on Thursday night, 
urging them to “overcome tbe 
current Yemeni crisis through 
brotherly means and stop shed- 
ding Arab blood, prticularly in 
this period of Kaj and Eid Al 
Adha," the agency said. 

Arab League envoys visited 
Yemen this week but said Mr. 
Saleh refused any ceasefire un- 
til Mr. Beidh surrendered. . 


Djerejian quits 

(Continued from page 1) 


said be cited “personal and 
family reasons” for retiring. 

Mr. Baker is testing the wa- 
ters for a' run for president as a 
Republican and Mr. Djerejian, 
with whom Mr. Baker worked 
closely on Middle East peace 
efforts, would be well- 
positioned to serve as cam- 
paign policy adviser. 

In a press release, Mr. Baker 
called Djerejian “quite simply 
one of the finest diplomats I 
know." 

“Ed is capable of anything 
he sets bis mind to and that 


includes making the Baker In- 
stitute a work&Iass centre for 
the study of public policy," 
added Mr. Baker, who has 
taken an active role in the 
institue’s development. 

The university said Mr. 
Djerejian would take up his 
new job in August. 

Israel’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin said Fri- 
day that the sudden resignation 
of Mr. Djerejian is a “blow to 
the peace process." 

“This is a problematic and 
sad decision which, m some 
measure, is a blow to the peace 
process because of the rote 
played by Djerejian in recent 
years,” Mr. Beilin s?id. 


Israel’s siege of territories 
costs Palestinians $289m 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe eco- 
nomic siege, which includes 
curfews and hnaw-u closures, 
of parts or aH of the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
during March and April ths 
year have caused losses to the 
Palestinian people estimated at 
$289 million, according to a 
report by the Dep artm ent of 
Ocoqued Territories Affairs in 
Amman. 

The report said people were 
particular^ affected by the clo- 
sures and the curfews that 
started immediately after the 
massage of worshippers of 
Ib rahimi Mosque in Hebron in 
late February. Thousands of 
Palestinian workers were dep- 
rived of work in their own 
regions and in Israeli 


businesses, said die report . 

It estimated the daily losses 
in workers’ enrmagp at $12 
minio n daily. 

The report said tbe health 
situation had deteriorated be- 
cause most health care workers 
live a significant distance from 
the hospitals in the major cities 
including Jerusalem, adding 
that 55 per cent of Jerusalem’s 
hospital workers live outside 
tbe holy city. 

With the cont in ui n g ban on 
Palestinians entering Jeru- 
salem, nearly 70,000 workers 
have lost their means of earn- 
ing a living and thousands of 
others are denied medical 
treatment in tile city hospitals, 
said tiie report 

Referring to last month’s de- 


Relatives of murder victim charged 
with setting suspect’s house ablaze 


By Rana HdssubI 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A group of rela- 
tives of a 17-year-old boy 
who was trilled by another 
youth in Tuna town near 
Ramtha Thursday set fire to 
tbe murder suspect's borne to 
avenge the kflhng, according 
to a CSvfl Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) official. 

The official told the Jordan 
Times that an argument be- 
tween two teenagers, identi- 
fied as Munther M. and 
M.A., ended in the stabbing 


of Munther by M.A. 

Bystanders tried to inter- 
vene to rescue Munther, but 
tbe youth was already stab- 
bed several times, according 
to a relative of the victim. 

Munther was brought to 
Ramtha Military Hospital 
where he died shortly after. 

M.A. was arrested, a 
police official told tbe Jordan 
Times Friday. 

A CDD official said that a 
few hours after the killing, 
the suspect’s house was set on 
fire by a group of young 
males. The house was com- 


pletely burned, but no one 
was injured, the official said. 

A group of Mouther's rela- 
tives were apprehened by 
police and charged with set- 
ting tbe blaze. 

A member of Mouther's 
family told the Jordan Times 
that tiie families of the victim 
and suspect met after the two 
incidents and settled tbe mat- 
ter in tribal fashion. 

Tbe murder suspect and 
the group charged with set- 
ting his bouse on fire re- 
mained m police custody Fri- 
day evening.. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


PIANO RECITAL 

& Piano recital by French pfaudst Sebastkn 
Cornet at the Rhrak Al Ballui GaBery In 
Fuhefc at 7:30 pjn. (TeL 720577). 

EXHwrnoins 

fr Exhibition of p'mHnp by 29 Jordanian and 
Iraqi artists (jnctarttng Widad OrfrU, Hus- 


refa Da’seh, Waddah Al Ward, Adnan Al 
mu and Mahmoud Hussein) at OrfeH Art 
Gallery in Umm Uthaina (TeL 826932). 

* ExMbttion by 46 artists entitled “Be, Bon- 
jenr Monsie ur La Fotaine” at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

fr Exhibi tion by Iraqi artist Shawkat Al Rnhafe 
at the It al i a n Language Centre (9:00 a.ra. - 
8:00 pjn.) (TeL 669348). 
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vdopments, the report said 
that, the Israeli authorities 
arrested 2,700 Palestinians, 
mostly university teachers and 
students, doctors and school 
students, and imposed house 
arrests on 120 persons in the 
West Bank by order of tbe 
nnhtaiy governor. 

In the past month also, 
Israel confiscated 30,494 
dunrnns of Arab-owned lands 
from Arab villages in the Jeru- 
salem and. Hebron areas, the 
report added. 

It said that during April, 15 
Palestinian* aged between 11 
and 35 were killed, raising to 
1,687 the total number of 
Palestinians killed by Israelis 
since tiie start of tiie intifada in 
1987. 
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Arms embargo on Bosnia should end soon 


. NOW THAT the Amman reconciUatioa agreement between 
the northern and southern leaders of Yemen has been 
scrapped ami buried beneath the rubble of the ongoing 
conflict Jordan has to adopt a very dear position with regard 
to the war in that Arab country, said Fahed A1 Fanek, a 
columnist in A1 Ra’L It is true that die Kingdom, which 
brought together the leaders of both sides and oondoded the 

peace that was designed to last, has played a neutral part in the 

conflict so for, but Amman must now come out in the open 
and declare that it recognised only one united Yemen, with its 
capital Sanaa, said the writer. We are for legitimac y and 
democracy and we should admit that Yemen has a angle army 
while those in the south are trying to separate Aden from the 
motherland, said Fanek. The writer said that the Yemeni unity 
was achieved not through force but through dialogue and 
mutual agreement and that the separatists are trying to end the 
unity with the use of weapons. That, be said, must be stopped 
by all means. In his view, those Arabs trying to bring about 
reconciliation at this juncture are attempting to c onsec rate the 
split between Sanaa and Aden and are trying to ensure that the 
two Yemens remain separated. The writer said that Jordan 
should openly support Sanaa in its drive to perpetuate unity 
and its drive towards democracy. 

SELDOM A day passes by without a report in the local press 
about authorities seizing quantities of food found unfit for 
human consumption, said Samir Naifeh, a columnist in Sarwt 
A! Shaab daily. It is not enough for the concerned authorities 
to fine the violators of public health regulations, a wide-scale 
search campaign for bad food and its traders is required on 
regular baS so as to stem the tendency among the traders 
towards manipulations and cheating the public as well, said the 
writer. The Health Ministry is called on to strike with an iron 
fist at those merchants, bakeries or restaurants who perristin 
their cheating and in manipulations', and to ensure that they 
are denied a licence for the business they have been abusing, 
demanded the writer. 


FOR THE first time since the eruption of war in former 
Yugoslavia two years ago, concrete moves are being taken to 
mobilise international public opinion and parliamentary sup- 
port for an end to die aims embargo imposed against 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

The realisation that the embargo is denying the people of 
Bosnia-Heizegpvina their legitimate right to self-defence 
a gainst a war of genocide waged by expansionist Bosnian 
Serbs was on the centre-stage at a meeting held in Brussles m 
late April. 

The International Conference of Parliamentarians (TCP) 
Against the Genocide in Bosnia-Herzegovioa, sponsored by 
the speaker of the European Parliament, brought together 
more than 200 parliament members, political party leaders and 
media personnel from 40 countries to discuss the injustice that 
foe people of Bosnia-Herzegovina are subjected to. 

Particularly brought into focus during the conference was 
the unjust arms embargo against the victims of aggression by 
the Bosnian Serbs, to whom the ban against military supplies 
to former Yugoslavia does not matter much since they nave 
allies in the region to keep their arsenal replenished. 

The key resolution adopted by the conference was a pledge 
to exert effort on all levels to lift the embargo so that the 


Holiday, with room for thought assi 

The con 

IT IS once again the holiday season when 
thousands of Jordanians travel abroad or visit friends of 
national touristic sites to celebrate and enjoy military ai 
Eld AJ Adha. Travel agents report that practi- 
cally all outgoing flights are folly booked with 
some of them even overbooked by 60 per cent. 

This mas s travel has, of course, pluses and 
minuses attached to It. 

On the positive side, travel to foreign lands , 
gives Jordanians opportunities to see and ex- 
perience foreign cultures, and as such it is an 
educating process. Besides, our national car- 
rier, Royal Jordanian, and the transport sector 
generally, benefit from the extra business, 
bringing into the country added revenues, both 
direct and indirect. On top of that, airport and 
border departure fees help reduce our budget 
deficit. 

On the negative side, travelling abroad dep- 
rives local touristic facilities of additional in- 
comes and profits. In this vein, Aqaba stands 
out as the most competitive touristic area in the 
country where Jordanians could have been 
spending their holidays instead of flying oat of 
the country. Yet a closer look at Aqaba and its 
touristic and hotel facilities would reveal that 
they are to blame for lost businesses. 

To begin with, the cost price in Aqaba is not 
competitive when all thing s are considered. 

Jordanians have long discovered that it could 
be cheaper to fly to far away places and stay at 
five star hotels at prices that are equal or even 
cheaper than what is being offered at Aqaba 
beach hotels. The problem here is that Aqaba 
hotels try to make their money in a few mouths 
of the year when the weather coudMous are 
most favourable instead of de v elopin g a touris- 
tic policy that would allow them to make 
business all year around. 

Part of the problem is also the limited 
coastline in Aqaba, measuring no more than 
one kflometre. When thousands of Jordanians 
flock south to swim and eqjoy the sun, the 
beaches become overcrowded. It is unfortunate 
that tiD this time all the southern beach area is 
still undeveloped in spite of the fact that we all 
have been saying for decades that Aqaba is our 
prime touristic area. 

At a time when beaches on the Egyptian side 
of the Sinai Peninsula are thriving and Israel is 
busy developing a fully integrated touristic area 
in Eilat and its environs, Aqaba cannot afford 
to loose its touristic potential. Private investors 
can develop that potential, but only after our 
authorities make up their mind on what exactly 
they want Aqaba to be: A real touristic 
attraction or just a seaport, or both. If the 
latter is tbe final choke, as indeed it has been, 
well, the government should at least delineate 
where new beaches for development can begin 
and end. 


to exert effort on all levels to lift tbe embargo so that tbe 
people of Bosnia-Herzegovina could defend themselves 
against foe Bosnian Serb assault, which is supported by 
advocates of a greater Serbia and their allies. 

The conference Was indeed aware that lifting the embargo in 
itsetfwas of not much help to the people, and thus the idea was 
incorporated that once the embargo is no longer in place, then 
friends of foe people of Bosnia-Herzegovina could extend 
military aid to help them fight an enemy far stronger in terms 
of weapons and manoeuvrability. 

There is no doubt that certain European powers with vested 


interests are extending support, moral and material, to foe 
Bosnian Serbs to pursue their campaign of “ethnic deansing” 
and expanding occupation to achieve foe objective of a greater 
Serbia in tbe Balkans. 

Representatives from tbe conference, his writer included, 
paid a visit to Rome seeking the weight of foe Vatican, where 
they met with the de facto foreign minister of the Holy See and 
presented tbe case. The Holy See was indeed highly under- 
standing of tbe cause of the International Conference of 
Parliamentarians Against the Genocide in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. Tbe practical translations of that understanding 
and appreciation will, hopefully, manifest soon. 

A field visit to tbe Bosnian capital, Sarajevo, was all that 
was needed to drive home foe point among many conferees 
that unless something was done quickly and immediately the 
cause of Bosnians would be lost for ever. 

Being a Muslim, I could not but come away convinced that 
by either ignoring tbe plight of the Bosnian Muslims or being 
apathetic to foe situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Islamic 
countries have committed a grave mistake. History will not 
forgive them for not allowing an advance Muslim people, who 
have reached a level of an equilibrium between religious belief 
and foe needs of the modern age, to bloom by helping them in 
their hour of need and preventing their elimination. 

It is not late today. It was heartening for the Brussels 
conferees to note that a draft legislation has been introduced 
in the U.S. Congress that would effectively force the lifting of 
the arms embargo against Bosnia-Herzegovina. American 
lawmakers deserve hi gh praise for tbe gesture, which will 
hopefully be picked and followed up by foe Clinton adminis- 
tration. 

But it is disturbing to take note of a intensification of a 
campaign by lobbyists to influence the U.S. Congress against 


adootinfi the draft law. No doubt, those behind the campaign 
arefaryiog to convince the lawmakers that a process of pea<» is 
underway in Bosnia-Herzegovina and it «fefi»tm g 

the purpose to lift the arms embargo at this 

No one would be more mistaken if any jnjWww that 
argument. We have had more than enough 
Serb procrastination and brinksmanship to realise that Serb 
gestu^of^epting peace plans and proposal are only 
Sag tactiammed at preempting f°n^ rat^tional 
yrtinn to dissuade them from continuing their deadly game m 

^Tbe conference of parliamentarians and all those whowould 
like to see an end to foe injustices committed against the 
people of Bosnia-Herzegovina were fortunate to have a 
dedicated Jordanian, Kamel Al Sharif, as chairman of the 
Brussels conference. . , , . 

Since returning from the gathering, foe conference chair- 
man has sent appeals to all beads of governments, informing 
them of what had transpired in Brussels and urging them to 
appreciate the suffering of foe people of Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and adopt action by their own governments to exte nd he lp. 

Simultaneously, all participants in foe Brussels conference 
have *iwn been urged to adopt follow-up action m their 
respective countries to lobby their governments and raise 
public awareness of foe realities in Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
realisation of who is the victim and who is the aggressor there. 

Particular focus has also been given to the draft legislation in 
the U.S. Congress. Personal appeals have gone out to 
President Bill Clinton, Vice-President Albert Gore and 
leaders in foe American legislative authority. Hopefully, the 
spirit in which foe world’s peace loving people call for a fair 
and just approach to foe situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina will 
be heard and understood in the same wavelength it was sent. 



Uncertain future for Palestinians in Lebanon 


By Rosemary Sayigh 

THE PROPOSAL by the 
Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fans Buways. to ••redistri- 
bute" Palestinians living in 
Lebanon (Al Safir. April 18 
and ME1 474) has deepened 
concern about their future. 
Evoking Lebanon's "delicate 
composition". Mr. Buwayz 
proposes that 20 per cent of 
Lebanon's Palestinians 
should go to Gaza or Jericho: 
another 25 per cent should 
join kin wherever these may 
be: the rest should be given 
priority by any country with 
space for immigrants. Under 
no circumstances will Leba- 
non agree to give Palestinians 
citizenship. Mr. Buwayz 
underlined Lebanese unani- 
mity on this point. 

The exact number of 
Palestinians who live in Leba- 
non. or have residence rights 
there, is unknown. A rerent 
UNRWA figure of registered 
refugees is 350.000. but this 
figure is problematic because 
it includes a certain number 
of Lebanese, and does not 
include all Palestinians. Ex- 
cluded are all refugees who 
arrived after the closure of 
the registration lists in the 
early 195Us. most of whom 
came after Israel occupied 
the West Bank in 1967. Of 
registered refugees, less than 
half live in camps. But the 
rest do not necessarily enjoy 
a higher standard of living: 
the majority live in rural or 
suburban settlements hardly 
distinguishable from camps. 

Mr. Buwayz's proposals 
come soon after a visit by 
UNRWA's commissioner- 
general to Beirut during 
which he met' both the presi- 
dent and the prime minister, 
in itself a sign of crisis. The 
main subject of discussion, 
was likely to have been re- 
cent government moves dis- 
couraging reconstruction of 
the camps. This followed a 
meeting on Feb. 21 between 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
and a Palestinian delegation. 
High on the Palestinian agen- 
da ~wus the fate of the war- 
displaced (muhajjarin) under 
notice to quit illegal accom- 
modation by June. 

Displaced refugees 

An UNRWA survey car- 
ried out in 1990-91 identified 
approximately 6.0110 dis- 
placed refugee families: 3,000 
in the Sidon area. 1.675 in 
Beirut, and 474.464 and 340 


in the north. Beqaa and Tyre 
respectively. Hie majority 
either have no rights to camp 
or come from camps that 
have been destroyed. UN- 
RWA says it has located 
more than 2.000 sites in ex- 
isting camps that could be 
used for rebuilding. 

Up to January this year, 
work to restore damaged 
camp housing and infrastruc- 
ture was well under way. 
Water pipes, sewage, roads 
and electricity grids were 
being repaired. Evicted fami- 
lies from foe Beirut-Sidon 
coastal area had been re- 
housed in Burj Al Shimali. In 
Beirut. 60 displaced families 
in hotels in Rawsheh were 
rehoused in multistorey 
buildings on the edge of Sha- 
tila. Such building is an im- 
provement on older camp 
housing for having kitchens 
and washrooms: it also makes 
more economical use of camp 
space. But in January, after a 
meeting between the' prime 
minister and UNRWA's 
Lebanon field director, plans 
for further housing of this 
sort were shelved. 

Mr. Hariri's response to 
the Palestinian delegation 
added a new negation to 
Lebanese policy towards the 
camps. This policy to date 
may be summarised by three 
nos: no to the rebuilding of 
four camps destroyed by war: 
no ro tbe expansion of ex- 
isting camps; no to the estab- 
lishment of new camps. Until 
December 1993 however, re- 
pairs in existing camps were 
under way. expedited by the 
end of fighting and plans for. 
the return of all muhajjarin. 
Lebanese and Palestinians, to 
their homes. Now. even these 
few remaining “safe areas" 
appear threatened. 

Mr. Hariri told the delega- 
tion that camps in the Beirut 
area would soon have to go as 
part of plans for “beautifica- 
tiori" of the city. The prime 
minister also "evoked past 
sectarian battles by saying 
that camps with hostile (i.e. 
Maroniie or Shiite) neigh- 
-iws should rujfcpe rebuilt. 
There wariiingjf'affect five 
out of the 1 1 remaining 
camps. A project to rebuild 
the Haifa-Tripoli railway line 
may affect four other camps. 

Beirut's Sports City 
(ruined during the Israeli in- 
vasion of I9S2) is said to be 
scheduled for expansion in 
the hop? of frosting the 19% 
Asian Games. The Saudis 
have already earmarked 


S20m for this project which is 
likely to engulf Shatila. Up to 
now public electricity has not 
been restored to this camp 
even though subscriptions 
have been paid. 

Where can the many 
Palestinians who need low- 
cost housing and UNRWA 
services live? 

Mr. Hariri insisted that by 
June all war-displaced in 
Beirut and Sidon (more than 
4.500 families) must leave 
squatter homes or face evic- 
tion. He advised that interna- 
tional money should be 
sought to give every Palesti- 
nian family $25,000 with 
which to buy or rent accom- 
modation outside the camps. 

Pressure to emigrate 

Mr. Hariri said also ro have 
reiterated the official 
Lebanese position that there 
can be no question of giving 
Palestinians civic rights (the 
most crucial being the right to 
employment) before a gener- 
al Middle East settlement. 
Yet though the question of 
their status is said to be 
"frozen", on the ground 
changes are taking place that 
suggest the official policy, 
however uncoordinated, is to 
multiply pressures on Palesti- 
nians to emigrate. 

Palestinians are divided as 
to how much importance 
should be attached to the 
prime minister's words. Some 
point out that he expressed 
his own views, not official 
policy. Opposition has been 
voiced by important figures 
such as Waiid Jumblalt 
(minister for the war-dis- 
placed). and Nabih Bern 
(speaker of parliament). Mr. 
Hariri's popularity is declin- 
ing. the optimists say. while 
movements that support the 
Palestinians (mainly Islamist) 
are on the rise. A decision to 
demolish the camps would 
have to pass through parlia- 
ment. Rupture of longstand- 
ing arrangements would cer- 
tainly arouse protest from the 
U.N.. The unpredictability of 
Lebanese politics leaves 1 
room for hope and. better, 
for action. 

Pessimists assert that in 
Lebanon today Mr. Hariri is 
the government, no other 
voices count. His “money is 
right", style could bulldoze 
through the legal niceties of 
camp site leases, U.N. objec- 
tions and Palestinian resist- 
ance, They say. loo. that 
Palestinians no longer enjoy 


the support of any main- 
stream political party or com- 
munity. The traditionally 
pro-Palestinian "national 
progressive" bloc has been 
angered by the Gaza-Jericho 
agreement, and is unlikely 
actively to oppose state 
moves against the camps as 
long as these are carried out 
without oven violence. Syria 
has both political and econo- 
mic motives not to intervene 
to prevent such moves, which 
Palestinians here see as part 
of an international and re- 
gional plan to break up old 
Palestinian settlements and 
disperse their residents into a 
yet wider diaspora. 

Moreover, the government 
has been moving skillfully to 
avoid confrontation, dealing 1 
with small groups of squatters 
at a time, moving out 
Lebanese as well as Palesti- 
nian muhajjarin (though 
paying the Lebanese higher 
compensation), and capitalis- 
ing on Lebanese resentment 
bf continuing military opera- 
tions from the south. Furth- 
er. there are contradictions 
that weaken pro- Palestinian 
voices: those who have sup- 
ported the Palestinian nation- 
al struggle have not cam- 
paigned for their civic rights. 
And those who support their 
claim to civic rights have not 
worked out ways these could 
be implemented without sur- 
rendering national identity 
and repatriation rights. 

Palestinian leaders say that 
the people will resist demoli- 
tion of the camps, just as they 
have resisted other attacks in 
the past. Meanwhile, they are 
mobilising support in parlia- 
ment and elsewhere, among a 
broad spectrum of political 
figures. 

But whether or not official 
policy increases Palestinian 
emigration, there is no doubt 
about its effects on those who 
depend economically and 
socially on camp space. As 
PFLP leader Salah Salah said 
in an interview: “All the 
problems that a poor popula- 
tion suffers from — sickness, 
drugs, family quarrels — can 
only be exacerbated." Given 
the already low level of wel- 
fare. this is a sobering 
thought. 

Rosemary Sayigh. who lives 
in Beirut, is (he author of 
Too Many Enemies; the 
Palestinian experience in 
Lebanon. The article is re- 
printed from Middle East In- 
ternational. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Yemeni war a reflection 
of Arab weakness 

Renewed by Elia Nasrallah 


THE WAR m Yemen con- 
tinued to attract attention in 
tbe local press in foe past week 
but solid prospects for peace in 
the Middle East, tbe autonomy 
rule in Jericho and Gaza as 
well as domestic affairs. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily said 
that the northern and the 
southern leaders of Yemen are 
intent on carrying on the fight- 
ing, thus opening the door 
wide for foreign intervention, 
especially as tbe Arab League 
has failed to stop the war. 

Tbe paper said that this mad 
war continues to kill innocent 
people and devastate viral eco- 
nomic and social institutions in 
tbe poverty-stricken country. 

President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh should not become pris- 
oner, of his own decisions, nor 

should-. Ali.;Safein _ Ah Bekfo, 
headp^foe Aden-based Social- 
ist Party, rest assured that his 
air force would have foe upper 
hand. They, both should real- 
ise that they are sowing foe 
seeds of haired among their 
own people and destroying 
their country’s economic in- 
stitutions, said Mohammad 
Kawash, a columnist in Al 
Dus tour. Tbe writer said that 
foe leaders of tbe north and foe 
south Yemen should opt for 
dialogue and should realise 
that there can be no victor in 
civil war. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i said what was 
required by tbe Arab World is 
to find a way to end the fight- 
ing in yemen, rather than en- 
dorsing the civil war that has 
cost the country its unity. 
Oman and Jordan were alone 
in getting the northern and 
southern leaders together and 
ending foe differences but un- 
fortunately their efforts failed 
to acquire other parties' sup- 
port, said foe writer. In fact, 
some Arabs opted for fuelling 
foe strife and encouraging the 
bloodshed and some have en- 
couraged one side against foe 
other because they hated to see 
Yemen united mid following 
die path of democracy, added 
Mr. Rimawi. 

In the view of foe Al Dus- 
tour daily, tbe war in Yemen 
represents the true image of 
the weak Arab order. This 
Arab order does not have the 
required mechanism to stop 
the fighting and foe continued 
inter-Arab differences have 
rendered the Arab League 
without any credibility, said 
the paper. Indeed the con- 
tinued war in Yemen cannot be 
stopped by wishful thinking or 


mere appeals for an end to 
bloodshed but through practic- 
al steps on tbe part of a collec- 
tive effort by tbe Arab Nation, 
said the daily. 

Referring to the start of 
autonomy rule in Gaza. and 
Jericho, a columnist in Al Dus- 
tour said that foe autonomy 
rule was celebrated by the 
Palestinians who do not con- 
sider its beginning as the end of 
foe road. Indeed the start of 
autonomy and self-rule after 27 
years under occupation means ! 
a lot for foe oppressed people 
who realise that this serves as a 
start of a new struggle for a 
complete freedom for all areas 
still under Israeli rale, said 
Mohammad Kawash. In foe 
writer's view, the autonomy 
rale shakes: foe foundation of a 
Zionist do^na that paly a. Jew- 
ish society will enjoy living in 
the promised land of Palestine 
as foe withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from Gaza and Jericho 
marks foe beginning of the end 
of occupation. 

Taber Al Udwan, another 
Al Dustour columnist, said 
that the shuttle diplomacy con- 
ducted by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher was 
not likely to achieve a good 
result since nothing on foe 
ground has changed and no 
signs have appeared that Israel 
could be sincere and would 
embark on genuine peace. The 
writer said that Syria wants all 
of its occupied land liberated 
before peaix can be achieved 
while Israel wants to follow foe 
path of secret contacts with 
Damascus and achieve a sepa- 
rate treaty. Also despite 
Damascus's continued calls on 
Washington to play the role of 
active partner, foe Americans 
are not committing themselves 
to any move that would not 
please their Israeli allies, said 
the writer. 

Saleh Al Qallab said that the 
Palestinian people have all the 
right to rejoice at tbe with- 
drawal of Israeli forces from 
the areas of Jericho and Gaza 
following 27 years of occupa- 
tion. Tbe columnist who writes 
for Al Dustour said that 
Palestinians have all reason to 
be jubilant at the start of their 
freedom while they continue 
foe straggle for the end of 
occupation in Palestine. Tbe 
pain over foe firatreddal war in 
Yemen, he said, should not 
stop the Palestinians and the 
other Arabs from exp ressing 
their joy over tbe start of free- 
dom for Palestine. 


LETTERS 


A 'serious oversight’ 

To tbe Editor: 

THE JORDAN TIMES’ first page special report of the 

iSSSV^ c e , n 5 aic ? 1 ' key to genuine peace m the 

suffered from a min!? 4 k*!* 11 * ^ ay 8 )’ ^“S* 1 commendable 
rfm l" 1 a minor but serious oversight. 

Unlike the Jordan Tunes we know, foe report foiled to 
mem™ the seminar sponsor, the AmerS^^ifr 

Co T mittee ~ Middle East Regional CKfice — 
Amman. Hordes of motivated contributing volunteer activists 
felt deprived of a deserved tribute, when their orranStiS 

t0le *“ no where to 1* found?* toS?- 
undoubtedly an oversight. Recognition, and^viWOTdit 

men™ “ “ nvention2 l praducuvf eniurage- 


Farid Husseiny, 
ADC Volunteers, 

Amman 
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A battle lost but 
a war won for 
S. Africa’s blacks 


By James Flannery 

Reuter 

► 

BLOOD RIVER. South 
Afnci — Tribal warriors with 
spear* lost to supernoT-armed 
wute forces « Blood River 
but it turped out to be just 
one battle in a war that blacks 
finally won in South Africa. 

This is the desolate pi**r 
that gave the world the Afri- 
kaner word huger, a defen- 
sive circle of wagons that 
turned oat to be more a 
closed state of mind a 
military doctrine. 

A humiliating defeat here 
for blades dogged South Afri- 
ca’s majority population dur- 
ing white rale. But it inspired 
the liberation straggle of Nel- 
son Mandela’s African 
National Congress which 
took power in all-race elec- 
tions last month. 

__ War memorials ticzer South 

Africa’s colonial battlefields, 
|N P|fe||f hke Blood River, but hardly 

— — r RIH any honour the “other side* 

T'”’*--* — valiant black fighters. 

IT %L reflpoK tMnk the next couple 

** *■ k'UH| of years we shall see the 
appearance of solid tributes 
W CdKnPCC to black military feats,” says 

va * 3 military historian David Rat- 

} y iVasrsfiaA tray, an expen on the Zulu 

" wars. 

m for *; At P” 55 ® 0 * *h« victories 

*n bloodshed but thrtM- and defeats of South Africa’s 

. . ste P s on the paM warrior tribe of Zulus, the 

:n tiye effon. bvihe^ nation’s largest black group 

iy said the daily. still with a pivotal role, go 

as Referring to fe without much public acknow- 
autonomy rule in fr tedgement. 

id Jericho, a columasg: Grandiose marble, stone 

re tour said that the E 811(1 ^ eel relics pay tribute 

re rule was celebraaf j® 8 * to die white troops, Afri- 

it- Palestinian who ™er and British, slam in 

» of tt. W qf. l»h 

n, the road. Indeed fc, ““5“** wamble for Afn- 

tha l - r 7 lhe . 0pP E B: was for^aro^msoldieis— 

at who .eiiise mattes their opponents were merely 

o- start of a new strw “bloodthirsty savages” hon- 

iii compfete freedom fa, oared in only a couple of 

still under Israeli ri places, at Rarke's Drift, a 

ih Mohammad KawaA : British victory, and at mun- 
is* writer's view, ibec -di, where the British finally 

or rule shakes the iomfe miadied the Zulu nation. * 

B, Zionist dogma thatrii Among the most extxaor- 
d~ ish socieu will enjmb dinary memorials in the 

os the premised land dh world is a fuO-flcale metal 

er as the withdrawal! reconstruction, on the sun- 

d- forces from Gaza rii baked plains of Kwazulu- 

ie rr.^rks the beemnisgt Natal, of a Boer fighting laa- 

c*f occupation. T 
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Built to last centu ri es, here 
is a colossal ring of 64 replica 
ox-wagons, made of cast- 
steel, overlaid with bronze — 
An almost unbelievable sight 
on remote grassland in the 
former Zu huand , about 350 
kilometres southeast of 
Johannesburg. 

This is a well-spring for 
Afrikanerdom, manring a so- 
called day of the vow when 
Boer trekkeis pledged eter- 
nal dedication to God if 
granted victory over their 
Zulu foes. 

They bad just a week to 
wait They drew their wagons 
lashed together into a tight 


By Jurgen Kronig 
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BRITfSH POLITICIANS 
threaten to lake legal action 
against Bonn: a Shropshire 
farmer cancels an £HU.OUO 
order for German farm 
machinery; enraged politi- 
cians in Dublin accuse the 
German government of ■'dir- 
ty tricks". Scientists beg to 
differ and principles arc com- 
promised. To cries of 
•■scbremongering”. '■protec- 
tionism” and (not least in 
Britain) "well done Bonn", 
•fi-' Germany's slated intention 
to ban British beef because of 
BSE — bovine spongiform 
encephalitis or “mad cow dis- 
ease” — is souring a lot of 
relationships. 

The conflict highlights the 
cultural difference between 
the British and the German 
governments. The German 
health minister. Horst 
Seehofer. and his scientists 
argue that BSE is still poorly 
understood. They say BSE 
has proved more easily trans- 
missible between mammals 
than previously thought.. 






disease after being fed or 
injected with BSE-infested 
brain tissue. Therefore, they 
argue, the transmission of 
BSE to humans cannot he 
ruled out conclusively- 
Moreover, they insist, we 
do not yet know the BSE 
incubation period — it may 
he 20 or even 30 years. In 
other words. Mr. Seehofer 


arete on the s»bIk of the 
Ncome River, 8 tributary of 
the Thukela. And at dawn cm 
Dec. 16, 1838, they were 
att a ck ed by 10,000 Zulu war- 
riors. 

Backed by cannons, the 
Boers, each armed with five 
muskets reloaded by their 
wives, dispersed the warriors, 
killing 3,000 Zulus. Only 
three of 470 Brekkers were 
wounded, none fatally. 

Not a single Zulu got closer 
than 10 metres of the laager. 
In three hours of carnage, the 
adjacent river ran red with 
Wood — hence the name 
given by the Boers, Blood 
River. 

It confirmed their belief in 
a God-given destiny in 
pushing into a promised land 
— though some historians 
doubt the authenticity of the 
vow which made Dec. 16 the 
most sacred day in the Afri- 
kaner calendar. 

True to false, there is no- 
thing at the Blood River 
monument to honour the ex- 
treme bravery of spoax- 
carrying Zulu warriors, cut 
down by superior weapons in 


It was an early milestone in 
a series of settler wars, en- 
ding in tie 1979 British vic- 
tory at Ulnadi, capital of the 
Kwazolu former blade home- 
land. The battles marked one 
of history's greatest chal- 
lenges offered by an indige- 
nous population to advancing 
Europeans. 

Now, with the assumption 
of power of the black major- 
ity, the war — from these 
bush battlefields through 
townships such as Sharpeviue 
past conquerors’ instruments 
of oppression like apartheid 
— is over. 

"The European conquest 
has been reversed,” wrote 
white Sooth African editor 
gen Owen. “The voting un- 
did the outcome of nine fron- 
tier wars and innumerable 
skirmishes. The great trek 
was stripp e d of symbolism... 

“This election has liber- 
ated black Sooth Africans, 
not only from the oppressions 
of apartheid, or even from 
white role, but from a 
crushing history of three cen- 
turies of defeat and humilia- 
tioou 

“Blood River and Ulundi 
are merely lost battles in a 
victorious war, mere set- 
backs, like Dunkirk for Bri- 
tain or Pearl Harbour for 
Americans.” 

Already here the mystique 
of the “vow” seems on the 
wane. On a public holiday it 
drew only a few visitors. Zulu 
children sold carvings of buf- 
faloes, their spread horns 
marking die dassic Zulu lac- 
tic of frontal assault and en- 
tirdement. 

The whites in their laager, 
despite superior weapons and 
resources, finally were over- 
taken by greater numbers. 


By Yousscf Azmcfa 
Reuter 

DUBAI — Superior north 
Yemeni forces mercilessly 
pounded southern strongholds 
in their drive towards Aden on 
Wednesday but military ex- 
perts asked wbat would they 
do if and when they reached 
the outskirts of the city. 

They said President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh's northern 
armies may well capture the 
key Al An ad military base 60 
kilometres north of Aden, 
enabling them to link up with 
other Saleh forces entrenched 
dose to Aden along the east- 
ern coast. 

But this in itself would not 
bring about the downfall of 
southern leaders holed up in 
Aden who appear to have ral- 
lied the majority of southern 
Yemenis behind them in their 
defiance of Mr. Saleh's author- 
ity. 

Mr. Saleh's foreign minister 
said on Tuesday northern 
forces did not need to capture 
Aden because its people them- 
selves would drive out the 
president ‘5 rivals led by his 
Vice-President and arch-foe 
Aii Salem Al Bcidh. 

But this was dismissed by 
most experts as rhetoric two 
weeks after Mr. Saleh laun- 
ched his all-out attack to un- 
seat Mr. Beidh's Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP) that has 
dominated southern Yemen 
for more than 25 years. 

The experts said that barring 
a political settlement, which 
the president has rejected, Mr. 
Saleh had two options — to try 
to storm Aden or lay siege to 
the city in the hope of forcing 
its surrender. 

Neither option was attrac- 
tive or to Mr. Saleh’s advan- 


tage, they said. 
If he were to s 


If he were to storm the city, 
he would face well-armed and 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

SHEICK JARRAH, Jeru- 
salem — As the Palestinians 
of Jericho and Gaza enter the 
era of self-rule, their 
brethren in Jerusalem can 
look forward to no such fu- 
ture. Plagued by daily con- 
frontations with the Israeli 
military and a virtual siege 
dividing them from the rest of 
West Bank , Arab Jerusale- 
mites feel that time and the 
Arab World has forgotten 
their existence. 

Keepers of the holy places, 
Muslims and Christians, 
Arabs, Greeks, Armenians 
and countless other non-Jew- 
ish minority groups, who 
have called Jerusalem their 
home for hundreds if not 
thousands of years, have 
been cut off from family and 
friends in the West Bank for 
much of the last six years due 
to Israeli military and secur- 
ity regulations. 

The security of Israel is 
I threatened by an East Jeru- 
salem that is “open to the 
West Bank,’’ claim the 
Israelis. Thus monstrous road 
blocks and military check 
points surround all roads 
which enter into the holy city. 



Hundreds of foreigners wait in the port of Aden for their turn to be evacuated by sea to Djibouti across the Gulf of Aden May 6, two days a. 
civil war erupted (AFP photo) 

Yemen: no easy victory 


highly-motivated defenders 
likely to fight a classical urban 
guerrilla war that would be 
both btoody and costly. 

The experts said Aden was 
heavily fortified and the YSP 
had kept 30,000 men in reserve 
to defend the city of 350,000 
people. 

“The people of Aden will 
defend the city because, rightly 
ot wrongly, they believe they 
will be massacred by Mr. 
Saleh's men,” said one Arab 
diplomat with dose southern 
connections. 

"They see the northern 
tribesmen who from the main- 
stay of Mr. Saleh's army as 


cut-throats and bandits who 
would wreak havoc in secular 
Aden in the name of Islam,”' 
he said. 

He was referring to the long- 
standing antipathy between the 
highly -conservative and largel- 
sy lawless mountain tribes peo- 
ple of the north and the re- 
latively modernised and liber- 
ated people of Aden. 

Northerners see A denis as 
godless Communists who allow 
their women to go uncovered, 
rarely go to the mosque and 
drink beer in public. 

Diplomats in the region say 
these differences were at the 
root of resentment that led to 


the war threatening to end the 
1990 merger of Mr. Saleh's 
North Yemen with the larger 
South that has only one-fifth of 
Yemen's total population of 13 
million. 

The military experts said 
Mr. Saleh's second option — 
besieging Aden — was unlikely 
to bring about the downfall of 
its leaders who have all to lose 
if they were to surrender to a 
president known for his ruth- 
lessness in dealing with politic- 
al opponents. 

A lengthy siege would also 
stretch Mr. Saleh's com- 
munications lines along 
treacherous terrain. 


It would expose his armies’ 
rearguard and supply lines to 
artack by tribesmen eager for 
booty and by YSP militiamen 
and their southern supporters. 

Mr. Saleh could shell the city 
to bring it to submission, but 
such action against an urban 
centre packed with civilians 
was likely to raise an interna- 
tional outcry and could back- 
fire against him. the experts 
said. 

The southern air force, oper- 
ating from Aden airport and 
other Russian-built airport! 
further east, was also likely to 
be more effective in harassing 
the northern troops once they 


come out into open ecu*;,'' 
around Aden, they added. * 9 

Aden has been using its su- 
perior air power to attack Mr, 
Saleh's advancing armies but 
experts believe iHias not been 
effective in halting their adv- 
ance along the mountains and 
ravines of present fronts in rhe 
hills mainly north of the city. 

“The longer it lasts, the 
easier it becomes for the souths 
as their own supply lines get 
shorter, and the harder it be: 
comes for the north,” a Gulf- 
based military analyst said. • 

“No one is going to win aq 
early victory,” said another. « 


‘Forgotten’ in Jerusalem 


West Bankers, with the ex- 
ception of a selected few who 
must get a security clearance 
from the Israeli military, are 
not allowed to enter Jeru- 
salem for “security reasons." 

“Every Palestinian is a ter- 
rorist unless he/she proves 
otherwise," Abu Yassin, a 
taxi driver taking an arduous 
and dangerous back road into 
Jerusalem from Ram all ah, 
says jokingly. 

Mr. Abu Yassin is a native 
of RamaUah, whose taxi/ser- • 
vice route from RamaUah to 
Jerusalem was interrupted by 


Bank residents from entering 
Jerusalem. He has a West 
Bank identification card and 
a light blue West Bank li- 
cence plate which disting- 
uishes nis car on site. 

Light blue coloured identi- 
fication cards differentiate a 
West Banker from a Jerusai- 
mite. A West Bank identi- 
fication card identify an indi- 
vidual by name, sex, age, 
religion and place of resi- 
dence. A Jerusalemite card 
identifies people along the 
same lines with the difference 
that religion in the classical 
sense is not mentioned under 
the religion category is writ- 
ten either Arab or Jew. 


Jerusalemites', as well as 
Israeli cars, have yellow li- 
cence plates. Thus, West 
Bank cars are easily spotted 
and quickly turned away at 
the cneck points. 

Even doctors, who are staff 
at the Arab Makassad Hos- 
pital in Jerusalem and have 
Israeli military permission to 
enter the city, are often 
turned away at check points. 

“Patients have died be- 
cause the Israelis would- not 
allow them into Jerusalem," 
says Shawki Harb, head of 
the RamaUah Hospital who 
performs surgeries at the 
Makassad several times a 
week. 

The “closure” of Jeru- 
salem, as West Bankers call 
it, has created serious admi- 
nistrative problems for the 
Palestinian society, many of 
whose main health, media 
and educational institutions 
are based in Jerusalem. 

"The other dav when De- 
nis Ross was in Tunis speak- 
ing to Yasser Arafat, I sent 
an urgent message to Tunis: 
— ‘tell the Americans we 
need to get into Jerusalem,”’ 
recalls Hanna Nasser, the 
head of Bir Zeit University 
near RamaUah. 

“The Arab World is talk- 


ing about 'liberating' Jeru- 
salem when the fact of the 
matter is we can't even get 
in,” explains Dr. Nasser bit- 
reriy. 

The Jerusalem-based 
Orient House remains the 
main meeting point for 
Palestinian negotiators and it 
is the building which is consi- 
dered. by Paintinians, to be 
the "seat" of the future 
Palestinian self-government. 

It is where the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO’s) main representative 
in the occupied territories, 
Faisal Husseini, welcomes 
foreign and official guests on 
behalf of the future govern- 
ment. But Israelis, who re- 
cently began demonstrating 
in front or the Orient House 
to protest the “official” 
Palestinian presence in Jeru- 
salem, see it as evidence of 
Palestinian “designs” on the 
dty. 

This reporter was unable to 
find one Israeli, among sup- 
porters of the ruling Labour 
Party, the liberal Meretz Par- 
ty or the Likud Party, who 
supported the withdrawal of 
Israel from East Jerusalem or 
the part of Jerusalem occu- 
pied by Israel in the 1967 
war. 

Palestinians consider Jeru- 


salem to be just as much their 
city as Israelis do. U.N. re- 
solutions and international 
law clearly state that East 
Jerusalem is “occupied terri- 
tory", something Israel has 
thus far refused to acknow- 
ledge. 

‘The Israelis want to make 
Jerusalem a de facto Israeli 
city so that by die time we 
want to negotiate over it's 
status and our rights here the 
facts on the ground will pre- 
vent any changes," says legal 
advisor to the Orient House 
Ziad Abu Ziad. 

Human rights organisa- 
tions, media bureaus as well 
as cultural centres based in 
Jerusalem are only partially 
functioning due to the fact 
that their employees, most of 
whom live outside the city, 
are not allowed to enter Jeru- 
salem. 

Land and property con- 
fiscation take place almost 
daUy. The city Has been en- 
tirely encircled by Jewish set- 
tlements and “rumour" has it 
that manv of the Israeli set- 
tiers in the West Bank and 
Gaza are being promised 're- 
settlement' in' Jerusalem as 
compensation for their leav- 
ing the settlements that they 
are in. 

Thus the Arabs of Jeru- 


salem fear that their presence 
in their city will remain “sym- 
bolic” rather than functional 
if Israel is to have it's way in 
the negotiations with the 
PLO. 

“Everyone says *no peace 
without Jerusalem' but prac- 
tically they can't force the 
Israelis to obey international 
laws,” says Yacoub Alami, a 
merchant in the old city. 

Work had only just begun 
in January on the reconstruc- 
tion of an Old Jerusalem 
home that is to be trans- 
formed into the Al Wasiti Art 
Centre — “a place in Pales- 
tine for Art and Artists.” but 
even here the strains of the 
occupation are evident. 

Work on the centre, lo- 
cated in rhe prestigious 
Sheick Jarrah quarter, has 
come to a halt for lack of 
available labour. 

"All the workers are from 
outside Jerusalem and they 
can’t get in — so we had to 
put the project on halt," says 
Vera Tamari, one of the 
founders of the centre. 
"Israel does not want a 
Palestinian cultural centre in 
Jerusalem — Israel does not 
want Jerusalem to be part of 
Palestine — but of course it 
is." she says. 


Mad cows and an English disease 


and his scientists, believe 
they are acting on the basis of 
the worst possible scenario. 

British ministers, mean- 
while. consistently choose the 
best possfolc scenario for 
BSE. The Ministry of Agri- 
culture. Fisheries and Food 
(MAFF) says there is no evi- 
dence that the disease can 
affect humans. But even HM 
scientists admit, at least in- 
directly. that there remains a 
risk, however ' 'remote. " 

Both sides accept that BSE 
may be caused by cattle feed 
containing sheep's offal and 
infected with scrapie, a dead- 
ly brain disease known for 
200 years. MAFF also 
accepts there’s a possibility 
that BSE has no tiircci link 
with scrapie but might be 
caused by cows being con- 
stantly refed [heir own in- 
fected brains. 

The uncertainty is growing. 
The concentrated feed was 
banned in 1MK9 and one year 
later. MAFF predicted there 
would probably be no more 
than 211.000 BSE cases. De- 
spite equally reassuring fore- 
casts in later years, the num- 
ber of infected British cattle 
has risen to more than 
1 20.000. More than 650 cattle 
a week tire still slaughtered 
and British government 

assurances that the epidemic 

i> in retreat were based only 
on suspected cases. 

, What is puzzling is that 
more than K.UOO cuttle horn 
after the concentrated feed 
was banned have developed 
BSE. A significant propor- 
tion come (rom herds with no 


BSE history, which casts 
doubt on possible material 
transmission, not yet dis- 
counted completely bv 
MAFF. 

Should scientists be look- 
ing elsewhere for an explana- 
tion? - Only with pressure 
from the former British de- 
fence secretary. Tom King, 
was MAFF persuaded to 
arrange a meeting of its scien- 
tists with Mark Purdey. an 
organic farmer (and thorn in 
the side of the ministry) who 
believes the cause of BSE 
might be found in low dose 
chronic poisoning of cows by 
pesticides known as organo- 
phosphorous compounds 
(OPs). 

The epidemic, he points 
out, is most intense in those 
areas (the South-West. 
Dorset. Wiltshire. Hamp- 
shire) designated by MAFF 
as "warble fly eradication 
zones" in the early I9KIK. In 
these zones, all farmers were 
legally obliged to treat their 
cattle with orgnno-phosphor- 
ous insecticides — in particu- 
lar Phosmal. Fumphur and 
Fenton. These chemicals, 
based on nerve gases de- 
veloped in Nazi Germany, 
were recently accused of 
causing a number of dis- 
orders in people involved in 
sheep-dipping. 

When one of Mr. Purdey’s 
cows, which he had bought m 
from a non-orgamc farm in 
1991. developed BSE symp- 
toms. he treated it with Ox- 
ime. the antidote given to 
British and U.S. troops 
against possible nerve gas 


poisoning in rhe Gulf war. 
The cow recovered, but 
MAFF officials insisted on 
putting the animal down and 
Mr. Purdey was denied furth- 
er access to the drug for 
continuing treurment. 

The ministry did not seem 
interested, says Mr. Purdey. 
in taking up the OP line of 
research bur the scientific 
advisory committee of the 
Journal of Nutritional Medi- 
cine was sufficiently impress- 
ed by his theory to accept his 
lengthy paper for publication 
in March. 

Mr. Purdey points to three 
sources of chronic OP 
poisoning in the IWik: pour- 
on chemicals used against 
warble fly and lice, that pene- 
trate the cattle through the 
skin: citrus pulp with high 
residues of OP pesticides 
widely used in Britain as a 
cheap source of cattle-feed:, 
and OP residues in concen- 
trated cuttle feed containing 
meal from sheep which since 
19H-1 have been dipped twice 
a year in chemical cocktails. 
Compulsory dipping stopped 
in 1992 but most sheep arc 
still dipped. The British gov- 
ernment fights hard against 
unv doubts which might en- 
danger the dominance of the 
official scrapie- BSE line. 
MAFF officials stress that 
their scientists have looked 
for u connection between 
agro-chemicals and BSE. hui 
no correlation has been 
found. 

What they have not done, 
though, is look at (he con- 
sequences of low-d*>se, chro- 


nic OP poisoning. A study 
wuuld take many years but in 
the meantime Mr. Purdey's 
theory has obvious advan- 
tages: it could explain why 
the numbers of mad cows 
have risen dramatically de- 
spite the ban on concentrated 
cattle feed: it could explain 
why only British has been 
seriously affected by BSE 
(there have been S3 cases in 
Ireland. 5? in Switzerland, six 
in France and just one in 
Germany and Denmark). 

The strength of the British 
chemical industry, as Sir 
Richard Body, former Tory 
MP and head of the Com- 
mons agriculture committee 
would confirm, has shaped 
British agriculture since 1945. 
Certain brands of OP insecti- 
cides. not recommended by 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion. have been widely used 
in Britain and in no' other 
country has OP concentra- 
tion and frequency of Use 
been as high. 

Between I9KV and 1991 . at 
the height of the BSE scares, 
the licences of three OP-con- 
t, lining pesticides were not 
renewed by MAFF. Could 
this he seen as a silent re- 
treat? The open question re- 
mains. however: MAFF's 
own medicine directorate 
licensed the OP compounds. 
Did the ministry demand and 
receive adequate testing for 
adverse results, asks Richard 
North, a former environmen- 
tal health officer and now a 
consultant on foul safety. 

Some British scientists pre- 
dict that BSE and CJD 


(Creutzfeldt Jakob Disease), 
the human version of the 
deadly brain disease, are 
closely connected and are 
caused by the same agent — a 
mutated protein or prion. 
Professor Richard Lacey of 
Leeds University has deman- 
ded many times that the con- 
sumption of beef should be 
stopped and all infected 
herds should be slaughtered. 

He claims it is enough 10 
eat the meat of BSE-infected 
cattle to run the risk of de- 
veloping CJD and believes it 
could be the biggest medical 
problem of the next century, 
more threatening, even, than 
AIDS. Mark Purdey at least 
believes that BSE caused by 
OPs represents limited dan- 
ger. in contrast to Mr. Lacey, 
who thinks the scrapie virus is 
responsible, he suggests that 
OFN trigger the mutation of 
the brain protein. 

Mr. Lacey's dark scenario 
muv well be proven wrong, 
but what should a responsible 
politician do? 

The German government 
is in an unenviable position. 
It is not supported by EU 
health and agriculture minis- 
ters and its demands for a 
Europe-wide ban on British 
beef have gone unheard. For 
the past month. German 
Health Minister Seehofer and 
his cabinet colleagues have 
fretted about what to do. 

Should they retreat in (he 
face of European opposition, 
or stick to the high moral 
ground and the principle of 
safe. guarding (he health of 
their people against possible 


danger? 

A decision will be made in 
the next few weeks. In the 
meantime they expect the 
EU to suggest a Euro solu- 
tion. If they don't, they seem 
prepared to take drastic ac- 
tion. As Mr. Seehofer said in 
the German parliament last 
month. “We can’t go on like 
this because it amounts to 
using humans us guinea 
pigs." 

Halfway measures, such as 
banning meat from animals 
over three years old and from 
herds not clear of BSE for 
more than four yeans, are 
regarded as impractical, not 
least because British vets and 
officials would have to certify 


North Korea told 


this. MAFF. of course, has 
let it be known that the Brit- 
ish government would not 
feel obliged to support these 
measures, which they would 
argue are a breach of Euro- 
pean law. 

But the prospects for the 
British government and the 
industry are grim. British 
beef s image will continue to 
suffer as long as there is BSE 
in the land". With no real 
indication that the epidemic 
is going away. Britain can at 
best hope for a hollow Eur- 
pean victory. 

Jurgen Kronig i> the London 
correspiwdenr of the weekly 
German newspaper Die Zeit. 


(Continued from page 1) 


could still cany out meaningful 
checks of the rods that remain 
in the reactor. A fresh IAEA 
team was put on standby to fly 
to North Korea. 

“As of today, it still seems 
possible to implement the re- 
quired safeguards measures," 
the agency said. 

Inspection of the spent rods 
would enable the IAEA to 
determine their age and verify 
whether any material had been 
diverted to make plutonium, a 
key ingredient in an atomic 
bomb. 

.The West suspects Pyon- 
gyang might have removed 
some of the fuel when the 
reactor was mysteriously shut 
down in 1989. 


U.S. Secretary of Defence 
William Perry telephoned 
South Korean Defence Minis- 
ter Rhee Boung-Tae on Friday 
to discuss the nuclear and 
security steps on the peninsula, 
a ministry spokesman said 
without giving details. 

Some Western governments 
and intelligence agencies be- 
lieve North Korea already pos- 
sesses a crude nuclear device. 
Mr. Perry has said the Yong- 
byon reactor could hold 
enough material to make up to 
five nuclear bombs. 

On Thursday, Mr. Peny de- 
scribed the situation as “a very 
substantial near-term crisis iq 
t^e world today.” 
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Rich nations accused of cutting aid to poor 


CENEVA (R) — Rich coun- 
7 ^ were accused by a coali- 
jtjn of major non- 
governmental aid organisa- 
tions of cutting assistance to 
the developing world and 
abandoning over a billion peo- 
,v ho live in poverty. 

_ i 7 : its annua! report, “The 
r fV' V ^ Aid, 1994," the In- 
.irr. j ‘ v-l Council of Volun- 
■ jncies (ICVA) said 
■v.. : : yan, Denmark, Ireland 
'-aw Zealand among in- 
L-" alised states were plan- 
sin." aid increases in the next 


few years. 

The 162-page report also 
argued aid was becoming more 
commercialised and linked to 
creating advantages for busi- 
ness in donor states. 

“The reality of aid in 1994 is 
depressing/* the Geneva- 
based ICVA said. “With a few 
exceptions, donors appear to 
be failing to live up to their 
commitments on aid volume.” 

Harder economic times at 
home were bringing on “aid 
fatigue," the report suggested. 

“... In some countries reces- 


sion appears to be increasing 
people's preoccupation with 
domestic need... ‘charity be- 
gins at home' is being heard 
more often,” it said. 

More than a billion people 
around the world lives in abso- 
lute poverty, eight million chil- 
dren died annually from pre- 
ventable childhood diseases 
and one in three in poor states 
was stunted by malnutrition, 
the report said. 

But member countries of the 
24-nation Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 


Development (OECD) 
appeared to see economic 
adjustment and reform as 
being the essential conditions 
for development, and focused 
aid accordingly, the report 
added. 

“It is as if the alleviation of 
poverty is a bonus which is sure 
to follow," the ICVA de- 
clared. 

“Until donors make poverty 
reduction their first priority, 
until improvements in the 
quality of life for the world's 
poorest people are seen as the 


benchmark of success for aid, 
billions of dollars a year will 
continue to be diverted away 
from families for whom under- 
employment, disease and mal- 
nutrition are everyday reali- 
ties,” it added. 

The report said Japan, which 
provides 20 per cent of total 
overseas development aid from 
OECD members, planned a 
substantial increase over the 
next Eve years — although it 
warned economic woes bad 
produced pressures in Tokyo 
for cuts. 


Denmark, which devotes 
around one per cent of its gross 
national product (GNP) to aid, 
Ireland and New Zealand were 
also projecting higher targets. 
But they accounted for only 
2.6 per cent of the OECD 
total. 

The report said even tradi- 
tionally generous donors like 
the Netherlands, Sweden and 
Norway had begun to cut back, 
although from mich .higher 
portions of GDP of around one 
per cent. 




Weekly analysis of movements 
md trends of major world currencies 

Deufschemarfc 

Fundamental View: Following concerted dollar-buying interven- 
tion by central banks in Europe, Japan, and the U.S. last week, 
the Bundesbank appears to be cooperating with international 
efforts to support dollar by cutting its interest rates as well. On 
May 11, the Bundesbank cot its official discount rate by SO basis 
points to 4.5 per cent, and is expected to continue to cut the repo 
rate by nearly 100 basis points over the next twelve months. 

In contrast, the Fed hiked its Federal funds rate and discount 
rate by 50 baisis points on May 18 and is expected to nudge rates 
another 25 basis points higher by the end of the summer. Fearing 
a rout in the dollar, there are signs that the Clinton administration 
has resigned itself to the need for tighter monetary policy and a 
stronger dollar in order to curb potential inflationary pressures. 

The administration also appears to be backing away from its 
aggressive push for trade concessions from Japan in order to avoid 
suspicions that it favours an undervalued currency. Although 
U.S. trade negotiators continue to give mixed signals, the 
apparent change in the U.S. stance on trade may have been the 


This rcr-'-rt is provided by Naser Nabolsi, private diem 
group ?.i Merrill Lynch — Dubai. Rates are given as of 
^fiiednesday. May 18, 1994. 

\ ; Overview 

Fundamental View: Central banks have followed up their 
dpilar-buying intervention with interest rate hikes in the U.S. and 
cuts in Germany and Japan, but sentiment towards the dollar 
remains weak. We continue to believe that the dollar win 
eventually move higher against the Deutschemark, but will 
remain weak against the yen. With the potential for Germany's 
discount rate to be cut only one more time this year following the 
jft- basis point cut on May 11, we recently moderated our forecast 
for the Deutschemark ro a 12-month target of D/USD 1.75. 

7 ^e still expect japan's trade surplus — politics or not — to 
keep upward pressure on the yen in the long term, and mam tan 
opr 12-month target of JPY/USD 95. 

Technical View: Aided by massive central bank intervention in 
jppporz of the U.S. dollar, the dollar index was up 0.6 percent for 
the week ended May 6 . This gain broke a string of three straight 
weekly losses. Sentiment has been improving in recent weeks, but 
is still no better than neutral. Continued strength into Monday 
and Tuesday of this week has allowed short term momentum to 
turn up from an oversold condition and is even beginning to put 
pressure on medium term momentum. 

Thus, the prospects for a potentially important May low appear 
to be improving. Support exists at 91.20 and 90.30. The ability to 
rally back through the 93.50-94.00 - would add substance to 
t 6 e bottom-building argument; a move through 95.30 would 
probably clinch it. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental View: Fearing a rout in the dollar, the Clinton 
administration has reportedly resigned itself to the need for 
tighter monetary policy and a stronger dollar to brake growth and 
curb potential inflationary pressures in the U.S. But die adminis- 
tration continues to give mixed signals, with the U.S. Trade 
Representative saying on May 18 that trade policy toward Japan 
remains unchanged since February despite other indications that 
the administration will back away from its aggressive push for 
frade concessions for Japan, which appeared to be linked to its 
(hanged policy on the dollar. 

The yen could also prove to be difficult to stabilise because of 
apan's financial problems and the sheer size of Japan’s current 
Recount imbalance. Even with £he -recent hike in U.S. interest 
rates, it is not clear tjgat Japanese jnyestors are willing or able to 
finance the imbalance after having suffered large losses on their 
foreign and domestic investments in recent years. 

" "Thus, persistent dollar-buying efforts by the central banks may 
be needed for some time to come to keep the yen from breaking 
through the JPY/USD 100 level. We continue to expect Japan to 
post a current account surplus of more than $125 billion this year. 
We expect the weight of that surplus, relative to underlying 
private sector capital flows, to push the dollar toward our 
' 12-month target of 95 yen. 

Technical View: The Japanese yen fell 0.9 per cent versus the 
l|.S. dollar during the week ended May 6 and dropped an 
additional 2.0 per cent on Monday and Tuesday.. Sentiment 
remains reutrah Both short and medium term momentum 
indicators are peaking, suggesting that the rally from last March’s 
low (near 106 Y/U.S.S), and perhaps from last January’s low 
(&ear 113) is coming to an end. Given that long term oscillators 
dfe also deteriorating, the currency may well be positioned for hs 
ipost extended period of weakness m months. 

•I At the least, it is likely that any nearby strength will not be 
technically confirmed. The pressures are, therefore, mounting. 
^Vith that in mind, 106-110 is viewed as significant support; a 
breakdown through that range would do mnch to confirm the 
existence of a top. With the recent move to new highs, 97-98 is 
flow indicated resistance. 


i 


cue for Germany to cooperate in supporting the dollar. 

With the potential for Germany's discount rate to be cut only 
one more time this year following the cut on May 11, we recently 
moderated our forecast for the Deutschemark a 12-month target 
of DM/USD 1.75. 

Technical View: The Deutschemark lost 0.5 per cent against the 
U.S. dollar last week and dropped an additional 0.7 per cent in 
early trading this week. Sentiment is neutral. Despite this strength 
and the fact that the underlying uptrend is mature, there is still 
some doubt that the currency rally is actually complete. Short 
term momentum has peaked, but medium term oscillators are still 
in an uptrend, suggesting that a higher high later in may is still a 
possibility. 

First resistance is 1.63-1.64 DM/U.S.S, with second resistance 
at last October’s high near 1.59. Nearby support exists at 
1.675-1.695; a break of that level would allow for 1.72-1.73. The 
mark/yen cross-rate was down 0.1 per cent last week. Although 
short term momentum is peaking, medium term oscillators are 
bottoming. 

Pound staling 

Fundamental View: Hie British pound inched higher against 
Deutschemark to DM/GBP 2 JO this week and moved markedly 
higher against the U.S. dollar to U.S.S/GBP 1.51. Signs of 
economic strength despite recent tax hikes supported the pound. 
The leader of the Labour Party suffered a fatal heart attack last 
week, improving the outlook for the Conservatives and thus for 
ti»e pound. 

We believe that U.K. base rates have bottomed, but we think 
they are unlikely to be raised this year because we foresee no 
upward pressure on inflation in light erf significant spare capacity. 
A modest uptick in U.K. short-term rates coupled with a series of 
sizable German rate cots should lead the pound up to DM/GBP 
2-60 in 12 months. 

The pound should also be supported by a substantial yield 
premium over German bonds. We expect the pound to trade at 
U.S.S/GBP 1.49 in 12 months as pound appreciation against the 
DM is roughly offset by DM depreciation against the dollar. 

Technical View: The British pound lost 1.7 per cent versus the 
U.S. dollar during the week ended May 6 , and was the weakest of 
the six major currencies we most closely monitor. Sentiment is no 
worse than neutral. The currency is now nicely back into the 
middle of its multi-month trading range. 

Reflecting the intervention of the past week, short term 
momentum b as peaked, implying a move to nearby support at 
1.46-1:48 U.S.S/L; a break below that would allow for at least a 
test of the 1993 low near $1.43 and possibly long term support at 
S1.40-S1.42. 

Resistance exists at S1.55. The DM cross-rate fell 1.2 per cent 
last week after making a new 1994 low. Both short and medium 
term momentum oscillators are weak. Last week’s lows at least 
allows for a challenge of 2.4344. Resistance is at 2.53-2.56. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY MAY 23, 1994 


GENERAL TENDENCIES 
Bring your finest talents to the 
atttention of higher-ups who can 
assist you in gening the backing 
you need for a worthy project. 
Show that you have poise when 
handling personal and private 
responsibilities. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have a good opportunity 
now to handle business matters 
wisely and advance in your line 
of endeavour. Be optimistic in 
your success. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are able to gain personal 
aims easily during the day, but 
not in the evening when you are 
not thinking dearly for what you 
desire. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You are able to organise your life 
more intelligently in the morn- 
ing, but don’t make foolish 
changes later m the day or there 
will be problems. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look to good friends for 
help in furthering your pet pro- 
jects during the daytime. Handle 
dull chores in the evening time. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Plan 
how to improve your reputation 
and show that you are an excel- 
lent tilizen. Follow the advice of 
a financial expert and you will 
have much put aside for later. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Morning is the best time 
for expansion in career activities. 


Follow every rule and regulation 
that applies to you and you can 
□ever go wrong. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Be sure to keep your part 
of any contract yon have negoti- 
ated with others. Try to have 
more rapport with your mate 
tonight and have a wonderful 
evening. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Try to understand 
the aims of associates better so 
that you can coordinate your 
efforts more gainfully. Be poised 
for any situation. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You have to 
make some changes if you are to 
gain your aims at this time. Strive 
to be more successful in the eyes 
of loved ones and bigwigs. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Engage in familiar 
activities which could bring you 
pleasure and profit. Take no 
risks where your health is con- 
cerned. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Try to cooperate 
.with ideas of family members. 
Make your home more comfort- 
able. Avoid one who 
about some special secreL 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Look to a higher-up for the 
support you need in a new pro- 
ject you' have in mind. A good 
evening for quiet relaxation with 
vour loved one. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MAY 24, 1994 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: As 
we experience the Lunar eclipse 
at the Full Moon in Sagittarius, 
combined with the Moon sextile 
Neptune and Uranus wQl want to 
put a new course of action into 
operation. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Study new ideas that could lead 
to advancement in your line of 
endeavour. Enjoy the company 
of dose ties tonight and you can 
have a wonderful time. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Don’t criticise a dose tie at this 
time or there could be a sever- 
ance of connections. Don’t rely 
on your intuition today. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You can get excellent results if 
you are more supportive of 
associates. Maintain your poise 
at all times today and you will 
show confidence. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get an early start on 
tasks ahead of you and gain 
benefits. Be more cooperative 
with fellow associates you deal 
with. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Figure out a practical way that 
could give you added security in 
the days ahead. Fallow the 
advice of a financial expert and 
you will come out on top. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You know exactly now to 
improve conditions at home, so 


don't waste any time. Show sane 
devotion to loved ones who live 
within your house. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Gain the ^operation of 
dose ties for gaining a personal 
aim. Steer dear of pne who has 


an eye on vour assets or you 
them. 


could lose 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Analyse personal 
aspects of ytmr-lrfe and figure out 
the best way to improve them. 
This is not a good day for taking 
risks with health or wealth. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Daytime boors 
are best for pursuing personal 
aims. Obtain the information 
you need from the right sources 
so you can get ahead. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Morning is best 
spent handling career matters. A 
new plan needs more study be- 
fore you put it in operation at 
this time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) A business matter 
could cause you to worry early in 
the day but later it turns out fine 
for you. Strive for happiness with 
your home. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Morning is fine for handling 
civic matters. In the afternoon 
influential persons can help you 
advance in career matters you 
are inolved in. 


I WONDER HOW THE 
COMPOSER COULD WRITE 
SOMETHING SO BEAUTIFUL.. 


I WONDER HOW THE 
VIOLINIST CAN REMEMBER 
ALL THOSE NOTES.. 


I WONDER HOW THEY CHANGE 
THOSE UGHT BULBS WAV UP 
THERE IN THE CEILING.. 
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YOU CAN GET UP., 
iZ GOTT1REDOF- 
WAmNSAHM 
, "R? BED. I 'LL BE 
rDBAUNSWrmVOU 1 
IN THE AWNING 



njhitt‘n’Jeff 


7 TnEy take 

a CENSUS -re 
F.NP OUT THE 
NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE _ 
VJS HAVE? 



THAT^ftGHT/ 
IT CHANGES/ 
EVERY DAY 
PEOPLE ARE BORN 
AND 
PEOPLE 


V "FOR, INSTANCE, DO ^\| 
>bU KNOW THAT EVERY 
TIME YOU BREATHE 
SOMEBODY DIES? 




THE BETTER HALF* 


By Glasbergert 


Stanley, 
sometimes 
I feel like we're 
| not as close as 
I we ought to be. 

I II V 


Wanna swap 
toothbrushes'? 


o 


=D 





I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
1 $ by Henri Amokf and WfceArgtrton 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


CENAP 




i— * 


. 


TOAQU 



v— A. ■/ 


CUROGH 


wmwm 

an 



SMEECH 


n — 

r 

1 

r~ 

~ 

H 



u 

— 




WHAT* YOU 
MIGHT CALL THE 
DIRECTOR Or 
THE WESTERN PUV. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


Cl 

(Answers tomorrow) 
JumWes: WAGER GROUP MAKEUP CRAYON 
Answer. What a pulp mill manager never runs out 
ot- PAPER WORK 


ta 

ft*. 


L 
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Russia frees companies to 
export arms ■ — Interfax 


MOSCOW (R) —The Russian 
government has decided to 
allow arms and military tech- 
nology companies to export 
their excess production and 
sign contracts with Western 
partners, Interfax News Agen- 
cy reported. 

The move seemed to signal 
the end of a state monopoly in 
the arms exporting business set 
up just four months ago to 
bring order to the trade. 

Under the new arrange- 
ments; which Interfax said 
were intended to increase the 
effectiveness of military- 
technical cooperation with 
Western companies, the _ 
ernerrmt would continue to 1 
sales of certain weapons. 


" 

It would also have the fhal 
word on the countries to which 
aims could be exported — a 
dear reference to United Na- 
tions embargoes on arms sap- 
plies to certain states. 

Companies seeking to ex- 
port arras would be screeflfed 
and would need special reg- 
istration, Interfax said. Twy 
would have the right to expat 
production beyond what the 
state required. 

The Rosvoonizheraye state 
monopoly, answerable to the 
mment, was set up to 
all arms exports. 
Russian arms exports Save 
fallen sharply in recent Wtas 
and last year were worth $ 2*2 
talhon, Interfax said. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MAY 21, 1994 ■ 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundatkftr 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Bug routine chores, but be alert 


for possible danger iff the after* 
noon. Cooperate more with; 
others. J 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22 ) use good judgment in 
the morning where finances aft 
concerned, but later there ate . 
likely to be confusing conditions 
present 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Showing others' 
that you are a true friend will 
gain their added goodwill now. 
Dont neglect important business' 
matters. 

lovember 22 


SAGITTARIUS: (N 
to December 22) Know what., 
your true desires are and hdW- 
best to attain them. Be motif 
optimistic about the future andr : 
what it bolds for you. 4 -“ 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A good friend can be 
of tadp to you today, so accept 
and get busy on projects. Avoid., 
the social events occuring in th «£* 
evening. A 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 tb 
February 19) Delve into ciyi&' 
matters of importance and gaW . 
the assistance of loyal friendsL 
Engage in bobbies with conge- 
nial mends tonight. T ' 

PISCES: (February 20 to March' 
20) Take a new approach on n 
matter that has been puzzling 
Won for a long time and you sohte. ■ 
it wisely. Be alert at ail times.' 

<£; 

prove your social skills and yt ^. 1 
win be snccessfirL 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Contact influential per- 
sons and get -their advice for" 
gaiflffifg persoiijj^tiniC 8 :Take no: 
risks’ with year reputation today 
in any way. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to . 
November 21) Be sure to 
all rales and tegnlali aM 
apply to you. Contact sdttt 
friends in the afternoon ana (fit-, 
cuss what the fu t ure bolds for 
you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) A new poiject 
you have in mind needs more 
study before you put into opera- 
tion. Take needed health treatf 
meats which you mast have. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to* 
January 20) A good day to vitH. - t 
friends and relatives for mutuhf 1 
satisfaction. Make long-range 
plans for the days ahead abouf 
projects in die works. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 M 
February 19) Do your best to 
avoid an argument with dote 
ties. Follow advice of a friend- 
who has your best interests ai ' 
heart. 


Although there are no exact 
aspects today you can follow 
your hunches as long as you 
handle all your duties painsta- 
kingly and make proper plans to 
rid yourself of whatever deters 
your progress. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 

Morning is best for handling re- 
sponsibilities and to avoid un- 
pleasant strife in the afternoon. 

Happiness can be yours by- what 
you get done. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

Study your surroundings and 
make long-range plans for im- 
provement. Attend a soda! func- 
tion in the evening and have a 
wonderful time. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 

You have tadcs to dp which 
require special care, so be pre- 
cise and gam added benefits. Be 
happy with loved ones at home. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
Jujy 21) It may seem difficult to 
gain your aims early in the day 
but conditions are bound to im- 
prove later for you and three 
around you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
good day to reach a fine under- 
standing with your family and to 
keep any promises you have 
made. Engage in your favourite 
bobby today. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Morning is fine for hand- 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MAY 22, 1994 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: An 
important day and evening for 
you to tie loose ends together 
and to make sure that you under- 
stand^ both sides of a dspute that 
you could: allow, yourself Jo be 
drawn into. -Strive for morality. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You are able to cany through 
with some creative task and get 
excellent results. Make plans for 
the furore for you and the ones in 
your life. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get rid of some strange condi- 
tion at home and maintain con- 
cord there. Avoid one who may 
want to harm you in some way. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Got to places where you can 
express your finest philosophy of 
life. Be more precise in handling 
a personal matter which have ' 
appeared. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A good day to seek the ' 
company of family members and 
friends. Follow the advice of an 
expert into whatever will bdp 
you pr ogress. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don't be forceful with anyone 
early in the day. Try to be with 
persons with whom you have 
much in common. Be poised for 
any situation. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Morning is fine for 
mediating on lofty percepts and 
thinking about the future. Im- 


PISGES: (February 20 to Mt 
20) Plan how to please one w* 8 r 
has done you many favours in ttifc 
past and then carry through wflh 
what is being done. Strive fof 
happiness. 


jsu. 


THE Daily Crossword byMnttorH^ 


ACROSS 
1 Rad doer 
5 Rogue 
10 Prank - 
UEkteriy 

15 Evident 

16 Andy's kid. on 
oW TV 

17 Day ude song of 
1955 

20 Historical period 

21 Aware of 

22 PtnladtjJphta 
university 

23 Hints 

24 River to the 

Mosale 

25 Purloins 

28 Caterer's 
necessity 

29 Sandwich type 
letters 

32 New Zealand 
native 

33 Mnrquancf s 
Mr. — 

34 Ginger or root 

35 La (a sartor's 
oHense 

38 Gash 
3S "Battle Cry" 
author 

40 "The Old — 
Bucket" 

41 Layer 

42 Burns' hBskte 

43 Gore 

44 The — Express 

45 Camer. e.g. 

46 Steep slope 

49 Priests robes 

50 MischiQl maker 
53 Theodore and 

WaHy snow 

56 Misery causer 

57 Vat 

58 — qua non 

59 lowa Hawn 

60 Moslem prince 
fit Story Schema 

□OWN 

1 Robust 

2 SHtorsky 

3 Russian river 

4 ike 

5 Play parts 



eiM« Trtani Mm Smm. 
«i Htfm iwi ir mi 


6 

7 Dynamic 
praceder 

8 — da nw 

9 Rapacious cme 

10 Swain 

11 Highest pomt 

12 Frost 

13 Hu# member 
18 John Huston's 

Rouge" 

IB "I sme> — " 

23 Insertion merit 

24 Locations 

25 Destroy . 

26 Postpone 

27 Red dye 

28 Film 

29 Bils 

30 Embankment 

31 Council of — 

33 Voracious 

eet 

3* Cruel person 

36 Highway 

37 Banff's Lake- 
42 Tiresome one 


Yesterday's Panto Solved: 


raciara nnn.^ nnnn? 
ciBOH irnmn nrannn 
nnnn nranrn rinnnn 
noon nniT nmannn 
raranfl OGnnrncnnnn 
ninonnonnnnn nno 

Finnon 

fnnGR rannninRin 

RgnraninnnFifi nnon 
nrnrjnnp cinn rarmn 
gnplHS rcrano nmnr 

nriFin RntTip 
ohor ncinn orann 


43 TaBtttivg one 
441 
45 1 
461 
47' 

481 


i Gauntlet 
i Exile ole 
' Tabor's Hne 
i Malacca. 


48 Suit to — 

50 Wicked 

51 Funny Jay 

52 Worry 

54 Pro — 

55 Viper 
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poll 


»le were kitted wbfflu 
mrsday. an annyoStgr 
le rocket sciuck'thena 
lisrer GulbcddinKac 
garrison which is lojd: 
ent Burhanuddin Rife 
0 fired the rockeLfe 
le work cf pro-Ratto: 
>osition forces thenate 
table from Mr. Kete 
piher with northarac 
n, seeks to topple k 
firing rockets and at 
peca)7 where aaore den 
hewed hostilities bnti 
seven-year-old toy®. 
Jed in "other parts a i 


ies seized 15 «r 
arresting 
\{s. Seifeliafc* 
between Mara- 

programnw- t 

^hanistan 
^viaTurtsy^ 
its of druB-* 

J arrested 
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™ muc uaias 
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■uiool ktvzl bmhw 
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MI.1M III.M* IM.MC 

Mt,W 

9.499 

9.449 

Mil 

I.H1 

11.000 

11. MO 

*1.209 

lliHI 

4.190 

4.119 

4 ,400 

llt,M 

i, no 

2.190 

1.109 

O.M* 

1. 190 

J.I'I 

1.049 

19, Ml 

1.0M 

1.190 

1,199 

Mi.m 

1,240 

1.290 

1.190 

iii.ti* 

i.oio 

1.991 

2.010 

11. Ml 

4.IM 

4.110 

4, IM 

m.ui 

4.190 

9. IM 

t. IM 

»,IM 

4.000 

1.900 

1.900 

9. HI 

9.900 

9.IM 

9.000 

2. Ml 

1. 109 

4.499 

I.IU 

nt.iM 

l.9|4 

1.9M 

1.019 

MU 

I.w 

I.MI 

4.490 


1. IM 

1.140 

2.110 

Il.«ll 

1,114 

MU 

1.2*9 

». «» 

MM 

1.490 

1.420 

M 

J.V94 

2.410 

1.4*0 

I.MI 

4. 490 

4.4M 

4.429 

II. Ml 

1.919 

1.920 

1.019 

l.llt 

• ■411 

1.419 

1.299 

MM 

2.449 

1.909 

4.99V 

n.m 

1,104 

9.909 

1.009 

M. Ill 

4 999 

I.O'O 

4 049 

M.NI 

4.9M 

4.904 

*. 109 

9.111 

1.249 

9.M9 

4.229 

I.IW 

4. 114 

9. 9S9 

4.190 

11.211 

4.1M 

4,490 

4.990 

1,911 

1.419 

1.4(0 

1.410 

1». *9# 

2.109 

2.949 

1.020 

11.111 

1.999 

9.419 

1.040 

I.MI 

1.190 

1 .229 

i.:«o 

I.M 

11 .410 

■ 1.299 

11.(20 

■•■■Ml 

1.019 

2.949 

J. IM 


1.999 

1.949 

9.910 

9.IM 

14.909 

19. OM 

19. VJO 

I.IU 

1.449 

1,919 

1 .290 

Ml. in 

1.914 

1.999 

1.990 

!.<•( 

2.409 

2.409 

2.400 

191.911 

19.010 

19.000 

lO.OM 

1,191 

9.110 

9. IM 

I.IM 

M.UI 

1,144 

I.M 

4 . 490 

199. 919 

9.149 

9.110 

MM 

I.MI 

4.0M 

4.009 

4.009 

911 

2.910 

1 . 929 

1.9*0 

11. Ml 

1.900 

1.920 

1.119 

I.IM 

2.944 

2.040 

1.999 

19. in 

14. 9M 

14.109 

14.449 

9,219 

2.440 

(.410 

1.449 

1,911 

2.920 

2.409 

2.490 

11,111 

0.200 

9.190 

4.190 

149,112 

10.190 

19. M9 

19.200 

H.912 

i.oio 

1.990 

1.290 

14.214 

MM 

BiMO 

0.400 

221.191 

i . no 

1.120 

I.IM 

4,429 

1.419 

1.420 

1.290 

II. AM 

0.420 

0.420 

I.IM 

14.4(1 

a. too 

4.220 

4.300 

f .941 

2.020 

2.000 

2.000 

12, IM 

2.010 

2.020 

2 .OM 

12.990 

1.900 

0.120 

0.100 

lit. Oil 

4.910 

4.2*0 

2.290 

11. OM 

1.010 

1.090 

I.IM 

21,209 

0.110 

0.240 

9.420 

12,212 

4.901 

4.900 

0.920 

1. 149 

1.000 

I.9M 

I.IU 

11,4 29 

2.140 

1.140 

1.110 

12.199 

o-oao 

a.aio 

0.199 

19.409 

1.194 

I.IM 

2.210 

291.924 

1.9M 

2.040 

4.990 

1,911,109 
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Abu Dhabi signs deal to buy 
a fifth of Austria’s OMV 


VIENNA (R) — Abu Dhabi's 
International Petroleum In- 
vestment Company (IPIC) 
Thursday signed an agreement 
to buy 19.8 per cent of Au- 
stria's OMV energy and pet- 
rochemicals groups, a state- 
ment said. 

In a two-tranche investment 
IPIC will buy 13 per cent of 
OMV A.G. for approximately 
three billion Austrian shillings 
($250 million) from state hold- 
ing company Oesterreichische 
Industrieholding A.G. 
(0E1AG). 

IPIC will then acquire a 
further 6.6 per cent through a 
planned one-for-eight rights 
issue, taking up OElAG’s 

UAE court 
orders 
liquidation 
of major firm 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
court has ordered the liquida- 
tion of a major investment 
company after suffering heavy 
losses in Asia and Europe, 
liquidators said. 

The National Investment 
and Securities Corporation 
(NISCORP) has accumulated 
losses of more than $32 million 
over the past four yean in 
gold, currency and stock in- 
vestment abroad, banker said. 

They said the losses were 
caused by mismanagement and 
miscalculation of risks. 

NISCORP, which had a 
capital of 80 million dirhams 
($21.7 million), is the first of its 
kind in the Gulf and most of its 
customers were wealthy 
businessmen from the UAE 
and other regional countries. 

It also had clients from In- 
dia, Pakistan and other coun- 
tries but many of them with- 
draw their investments during 
the Gulf war. 

The company was set up in 
Abu Dhabi five years ago by a 
group of local businessmen and 
its operations covered invest- 
ment in gold, currency, stocks 
and real estate, mostly in 
Europe and Southeast Asia. 


rights as well as its own, 
OEIAG said in the statement. 

Following the rights issue 
OE1AG will have a stake in 
OMV in the order of 52 per 
cent, with IPIC owning 20 per 
cent. 

OMV and IPIC have agreed 
to explore further cooperation, 
including crude oil supply 
arrangements between OMV 
and the Abu Dhabi National 
Oil Company (ADNOC), 
technical cooperation n 
OMVs core energy areas and 
international joint ventures. 

“The objective of these 
terms is to combine a strong, 
long-term strategic alliance... 
with a rights issue, attractively 


priced for 0MV*s sharehol- 
ders, which will provide addi- 
tional capital for OMV to 
further advance its expansion 
programme within its core 
energy business,” OEIAG 
said. 

The boards of OMV, 
OEIAG and IPIC have all 
approved the transaction, 
which should be finalised by 
the end of June. 

Commenting on the agree- 
ment IPIC General Manager 
Walid AI Mehairi said: 
“Cooperating with OMV pro- 
vides a perfect business and 
strategic fit for IPIC and for 
the emirate of Abu Dhabi.” > 


Euro Disney banks 
back restructuring plan 


PARIS (R) — All of Euro 
Disney’s 61 banks have agreed 
to a financial restructuring plan 
which should put the cash- 
strapped Theme Park back on 
its feet, lead banks Banque 
Nationale de Paris and Banque 
Indosuez said Thursday. 

“Banque Nationale de Paris 
and Banque Indosuez 
announce that as of today. 
May 19. 1994. all of Euro 
Disney's lenders have accepted 
the March 14, 1994 protocol on 
the financial restructuring 
negotiated between the bank 
steering committee, Walt Dis- 
ney Co. and Eure Disney,” 
the banks said in a statement. 

The banks also confirmed 
they had gathered sufficient 
support from banks to guaran- 
tee 51 per cent of a planned six 
billion French franc capital in- 
crease. part of the restructur- 
ing plan. 

Crippled with debt of 21 
billion francs and faced with a 
cash crisis linked to weak 
spending at the park, Euro 
Disney mapped out a rescue 
plan in March with its U.S. 
parent, Walt Disney Co. and 
its 61 banks. 

But the reluctance of some 
banks, mainly Japanese, de- 
layed complete approval of the 
agreement until now. * - 

The plan indudes debt pay- 
ment forgiveness and deferral 
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of principal payments that will 
provide Euro Disney with 
some breathing space to con- 
tinue operations. 

Walr Disney is also making 
concessions, inducting waiving 
royally and management fees 
for five years and reducing the 
amount in following years. 

Euro Disney can now go 
ahead with a' much-needed 
capital increase, which it hopes 
will be over by the start of July. 

Its parent Walt Disney Co. 
will subscribe to 49 per cent of 
the increase, in proportion to 
its current stake in Euro Dis- 
ney, and the public will be 
offered 51 per cent. 

Earlier Thursday. Euro Dis- 
ney and the French state rail- 
way inaugurated a high-speed 
TGV rail line and station 
which will link the Theme Park 
to France’s express train net- 
work on a direct line from Lille 
to Lyon, swinging around east- 
ern Paris. 

Euro Disney Chairman Phi- 
lippe Bourguignon said the 
liieme Park would later be 
situated at the heart of a Euro- 
pean high-speed train network. 

But he said the new station, 
which opens on May 29, win 
not immediately bring more 
visitors to the straggling- park, 
which lost 1.055 billion francs 
in the six months to March 31. 
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On the occasion of WESAK international feast 
His Excellency 
The Consul of Sri Lanka 
Tawfik Abu Khajil 

and the Sri Lankan community in Jordan 
are honoured to invite you to attend the 
annual festival which will be held at the Sri 
Lankan Consulate, opposite Granada Hotel, the 
First Circle, from May 23 -26 
from 7-12 in the evening. 
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Save water ... 
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Battle rages for Rwandan 
capital after hospital bombed 

%IGALI (R) — Rwandan 


beb and government forces 
*5?™®** with mortar and artil- 
■fey early Friday in Kigali in 
jsoine of the most intense 
*“Shes the capital has suffered 
*9 ®r. witnesses said. 

✓ .The fighting had raged 
rough the night, with red and 
fgreen ■ tracer lighting the sky 
- over the blood-soaked city 
'Sphere hours earlier at least 30 
SjShlients in hospital were killed 
■■a) a mortar attack. 

Mortar and artillery fire 
iWere most intense around the 
«y government barracks at 
S^uiombe, just east of the air- 
»t, and around the police 
juarters. 

“Is this the final battle for 
.Kigali? I don’t know. The RFF a 
(rebel Rwanda Patriotic Front) 
£ squeezing - more tightly," 
..U.N. military chief Major- 
^pencral Romeo Dali ai re told 
j&etiters. 

•'.The rebels were apparently 
drying to battle into submission 
{their foes in the Kanombe gar- 
ifison and the main police bar- 
racks. 


Gen. Dallaire, commander 
of the U.N. Assistance Mission 
In Rwanda (UNAMIR), said 
he would try again to get the 
government to hand control of 
die airport to U.N. forces to 
make it neutral. 

The airport is used to bring 
in vital humanitarian supplies 
and will be needed for troop 
reinforcements agreed by the 
Security Council but not yet 
assembled. 

Gen. Dallaire added: “Un- 
less government forces agree 
today to make the airport neut- 
ral the U.N. will use another 
airfield to land troops and sup- 
plies. This will probably be a 
considerable distance from 
Kigali.” 

He said he was considering 
withdrawing some of the 200 
peacekeepers pinned down at 
Kigali Airport. 

The RPF has repeatedly said 
it would agree to hand over 
the airport to U.N. control but 
government forces have re- 
fused. 

While government guns are 
positioned there, the rebels say 


the airport remains a legiti- 
mate military target. 

Some 5,000 reinforcements 
for the 450 UNAMIR 
peacekeepers on the ground in 
Rwanda were ordered in by 
the Security Council this week 
— although there were no pub- 
lic firm commitments of troops 
from African and Western na- 
tions approached. 

The troops are needed to try 
to stop massacres in which aid 
agencies say 500,000 people 
have been killed, mainly mem- 
bers of the Tutsi tribe, slain by 
government troops, Hutu mili- 
tiamen, and mobs. 

Hutu death squads went on 
the rampage after President 
Juvenal Habyarimana was kil- 
led in a rocket attack on his 
plane on April 6. They are 
apparently beyond the control 
of government forces, who wit- 
nesses say also participated in 
the killings. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali wants a first 
battalion of 500 Ghanaians and 
armoured personnel carriers to 
be flown in by U.S. aircraft to 


secure Kigali Airport. The 
plan is that they would fan out 
from there. 

But Washington wants the 
troops to deploy along safe 
border areas, a proposal Gen. 
Dallaire believe will not help 
most people. 

Gen. Dallaire indicated that 
Kigombe Airport, dose to the 
northern government garrison 
town of Ruhengeri, could be 
used as an alternative to Kigali 
for U.N. operations. 

But Ruhengeri is being 
attacked by rebels from the 
east. To reach the capital, 
U.N. traffic would have to 
cross battle lines twice, 
analysts pointed out. 

UJf. officials were bound 
for Kigati to try to persuade 
the waning parties to cooper- 
ate with peacekeeping fores, 
bat air traffic was unlikely to 
be allowed into the airport. 

Both sides say they will wel- 
come a humanitarian fore but 
the RPF warned it would treat 
U.N. forces as the enemy if 
they tried to come between 
them and government troops. 


Washington — 
Hanoi inch 
toward 
swapping 
diplomats 

WASHINGTON (R) — Viet- 
r oam and the United States 
tjjave agreed in principles to 
Bed 10 to 20 (fipkimats to each 
ofher’s capitals as the next step 
toward normal relations, a 
seaior Viet nam e se official said 
Thursday. 

s>*Le Van Rang, Vietnam's 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, told reporters he ex- 
pected die diplomats to open 
projected “liaison" offices in 
Washington and Hanoi within 
die next three months, 
i- 'He said he had agreed on the 
Staffing level of 10 to 20 diplo- 
mats at a meeting Wednesday 
with James Hall, director of 
me State Deputaiqqjt's office 
df Vietnani, Laos and Cambo- 
8u affaire. 

Le Bang made his remarks 
ft a business conference 
qpended by the first big Viet- 
namese delegation to visit the 

(Jailed States since President 
(fit CSntoa fitted a 19-year-old 
fipfle embargo on Feo. 3. 
i Tbe two sides have been 
negotiating details of the 
offices since shortly after Mr. 
Omton proposed them when 
ne scr a pped the trade ban. At 
i has been then- size, status 
such matters as whether 
wffl fly national flags. In 
rate but parallel talks, the 
i countries have been work- 
! out a comprehensive settle- 
of wartime financial 

The ope ni ng of the offices, 
jwtrich is subject to an exchange 
[of p rotocols, would be an nn- 
iportaut step toward the 
Snahoaafisatkm of relations. 

'But the Untied States has 
gfinked the establishment of full 
dip lo ma tic ties to continued 
Vietnamese cooperation in 
{tracing the fate of the 2,233 
1U5. servicemen nrissmg in In- 
fdodmia, 1,642 of them m Viet- 



Mr. Le Bang said the liaison 
(office in Washington wonkl 
Wake it easier to do business 
{with Vietnam by issuing visas 
kaQd acting as a and of dealing 
{boose for information on 
trinities. It would not be 


Asked whether be expected 
the exchange of diplomats 
within months or weeks, Mr. 
Le Bang replied: “I think 
months. One month, two 
m onth s, three months." 

The State Department had 
(do imme diate comment, but a 
oent official said some 

bad not yet been set- 

tied. Among these is when the 
Vietnamese will be allowed to 
move into the former South 
Vietnamese, embassy in 



__ Mr. Lee Bang said Hanoi 
ieventaally planned to move its 
^' nln mats into embassy, which 
had just toured as part of 
jparations for moving to 
ashington, where he is ex- 
' to bead the Vietnamese 

te handover of the former 
h Vietnamese embassy is 
g worked out as part of a 
that would involve the 
Itaneous return of the for- 
U.S. embassy in Saigon, 
known as Ho Chi Minh 

Hnmunists seized the U.S. 
assy moments after belt- 
sis plucked fleeing Amer- 
; and Vietnamese from its 
in April 1975. 
r. Le Bang said he ex- 
id the liaison offices in- 
y to be housed in tempor- 
premises in Washington 
Hanoi. 


Malawi’s UDF seen short 
of majority assembly vote 


BLANTYRE, Malawi (R) — 
The oppo si tion United Demo- 
cratic Front (UDF) has 
emerged as the biggest par- 
liamentary party in Malawi's 
landmark election bid appeal* 
short of an outright majority, 
unofficial results showed Fri- 
day. 

With virtually all results of 
Tuesday’s elections in hand, 
BakOi Mutuzi's UDF had ab- 
out 85 seals, the rahngMalawi 
Congress Party (MCP) be- 
tween 56 and 57 seats and the 
Alliance For Democracy 
(AFORD) 35. There are 177 
assembly seats. 

Election officials said there 
was some dispute with results 
from the southern district of 
Nsanje, where the UDF was 
initially reported to have won 
and then lost two seats. 

A high-level panel, from 
Malawi’s Electoral Commist 
skm conducting the ballot "had 
been sent there early Friday to 


investigate, they said. 

One of the candidates stand- 
ing in the Nsanje district is the 
MCFs Vice-President and 
Home Affaire Minister Gwan- 
da Chakuasnba. 

The commission said it 
hoped to announce most if not 
all the results of tire perils, 
Malawi's first pluralist elec- 
tions in 30 years of President 
Kamuzn Banda's one-party 
role, Friday afternoon. 

Mr. Muluzi, 51 and a former 
MCP official, trounced Mr. 
Banda, the head of the MCP, 
in die parallel presidential. 


Final official results of this poll 
are also outstanding but Mr. 
Muluzi will be sworn in Satur- 
day. # 

Mr. Muluzi said Thursday he 
would form a coalition govern- 
ment with AFORD of veteran 
trade unionist Chaknfwa Chi- 
hana should the UDF fail to 
get a parliamentary majority. 


Australian opposition 
leader declares job vacant 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Austra- 
lia's embattled opposition 
leader John Hewson threw 
down the gauntlet to Ins party 
critics Friday, ann o un c in g a 
balot for hb own job — for which 
he sad he expects to be the 
favourite. 

Ending days of frenzied spe- 
culation about fas future, be 
told a media conference here 
he had called a special party 
meeting for 2-JO p.m. (0430 
GMT) Monday, and had de- 
clared all leadership position 
vacant. 

“I think I will win quite 
well,” said the former econo- 
mics professor who as leader of 
the Liberal Party also beads 
the conservative coalition 
opposition in which the rural- 
based National Party is junior 
partner. 

“I will be returned to the 
leadership of the Liberal Party 
with a renewed mandate — 
and then I will make some 
changes," be added. 

His announcement follows 
an accusation by Mr. Hewson 
Thursday that elements of the 
Liberal Party — and the media 


trying to destabilise 

him 

In a de ar referen ce to Mr. 
Hewson’s leadership, former 
Liberal Prime Minister Mal- 
colm Fraser said Tuesday that 
a few people needed “to be 
weeded out” to revive party 
fortunes. 

"The liberal Party is at the 
moment further away from 
winning elections than it was in 
1945 when Robert Menzies 
founded the party," Mr. Fraser 
said. 

Mr. Hewson, 47, vowed the 
following day that he was 
“bloody well never going to 
give up" the leadership. 

Elected Liberal leader in 
1990, Mr. Hewson was 
reelected after leading the 
coalition to disastrous defeat in 
a so-called unlosable • election in 
March 1U93 while Australia 
was still mired in the impact of 
its worst recession for 60 years. 

He told reporters Friday it 
was dear the speculation sur- 
rounding the leadership of the 
party had gained such momen- 
tum that the issue needed to be 
resolved as soon as possible. 


Political crisis deepens In 
Azerbaijan over Karabakh 


L 


BAKU (R) — A political crisis 
in Azerbaijan deepened Thurs- 
day after the opposition mar- 
dialled resistance to a peace 
deal with Armenia that could 
bring Russian forces bade on to 
Azeri soil. 

A Russian-brokered plan to 
end the undeclared war be- 
tween Armenia and Azerbai- 
jan over Nagorno-Karabakh 
would bring several hundred 
Russian troops into Azerbaijan 
to police a ceasefire. 

A total of 22 opposition par- 
ties launched a movement of 
national resistance with the 
aim of blocking “introduction 
of any troops under any flag, 
be they CIS (Commonwealth 
of Independent States) or Rus- 
sia." 

An appeal to 'the people 
from the group, which in- 
cluded the nationalist Popular 
Front, warned that the intro- 
duction of such troops repre- 
sented “an external threat" to 
the country. 

Azerbaijan is the only mem- 
ber of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) with 
no Russian troops stationed on 
its territory. 

Azerbaijan refused to sign 
the deal at talks in Moscow 
earlier this week and President 
Haydar Aliyev has not made it 
clear whether he folly backs 
the plan or not. 


But the opposition dearly 
fears Mr. Aliyev will finally 
accept the agreement to end 
the six-year-long bloody con- 
flict which constantly threatens 
the internal stability of his 
volatile country. 

Karabakh technically be- 
longs to Azerbaijan but ethnic 
Armenians are now military 
masters of the mountainous 
territory and have declared a 
separate republic. They have 
also occupied large areas of 
southern Azerbaijan. 

The war has cost several 
thousands of lives, created 
more than one million re- 
fugees, mostly Azeris, and 
drained the economies of both 
Transcaucasian states. 

The newly-formed move- 
ment said it planned to stage a 
peaceful rally in Baku Satur- 
day against the government’s 
polity on Karabakh. 

A parliamentary crisis blew 
up over foe issue Wednesday 
amen 15 deputies walked out 
of parliament after the speaker 
had refused to allow discussion 
of the proposed peace deal. 

The walkout meant the par- 
liament fell short of a quorum. 

Tofik Gasimov, chairman of 
the Standing Committee on 
State Reorganisation, de- 
scribed the situation as “a das- 


U.K. 

reply puts 
pressure 
on IRA 

LONDON (R) — Britain, 
warning the IRA to stop play- 
ing for time, Friday piled 
pressure on the guerrillas to 
end their violence and join 
talks on a political settlement 
in Northern Ireland. 

Northern Ireland Minister 
Michael An cram told Sinn 
Fein, the IRA’s political wing, 
that the answers it got Thurs- 
day to demands for clarification 
of an Anglo-Irish peace plan 
would be the British govern- 
ment's final word on the mat- 
ter. 

“There can be no more play- 
ing for time," Mr. Ancram tokl 
BBC Radio. “It’s time to draw 
a line in the sand.” 

He said he intended to inten- 
sify consultations with North- 
ern Ireland's constitutional 
parties to find the path to a 
s ettlement of a conflict that has 
claimed more than 3,000 lives 
in the province in the past 25 
years. 

The people of Northern Ire- 
land were tied up with violence 
and were looking to politidans 
to keep np the momentum for 
peace. 

Mr. Ancram said Sinn Fein 
could have a seat at the nego- 
tiating table if the Irish Repub- 
lican Army (IRA) renounced 
violence as a means of achiev- 
ing its goal of ousting British 
from Northern Ireland. 

but be said Britain would not 
sit idly by while Sinn Fein 
considered the replies to the 20 

r ations it had posed about 
Downing Street Declara- 
tion signed on Dec. 15 by 
Prime Minister John Major 
and Irish Prime Minister 
Albert Reynolds. 

Sinn Fein is not expected to 
give its response until after 
European elections on June 9. 

“There’s no question of 
waiting for anything,” Mr. 
Ancram, who has helped shape 
the delicate peace process, 
said. “We’ve made it dear that 
no party or organisation can 
exercise a veto on the process 
of dialogue just by staying 
out." 

Moderate Republican politi- 
cian John Hume, who paved 
the way for the Downing Street 
Declaration with his own sec- 
ret talks with Sinn Fein Presi- 
dent Gerry Adams, added to 
the pressure by saying he 
hoped Sinn Fein would re- 
spond quickly and positively. 


Bosnian 
factions 
fight for 
key supply 
roads 

SARAJEVO (R) — Battles 
raged in Bosnia as the major 
powers met in Washington Fri- 
day to forge a common front 
and try to halt the two-year-old 
war in the former Yugoslav, 
republic. 

Muslim and Serb forces 
fought forccmtrol of roads vital 
for strategic advantage in the 
mountainous Bosnian terrain. 

Fighting flared along a key 
Muslim supply line in the 
northeast, a U.N. military 
spokesman said, with artillery 
fire in the CHovo-Kladan} 
area straddling the road from 
Sarajevo to the northern Mus- 
lim stronghold of Tnzla. 

Muslim-con trolled Sarajevo 
Radio said two people were 
wounded in Serb shelling of 
Muslim front lines and of Kla- 
danj town itself. 

Muslim commanders in the 
area reported an advance into 
Serb territory, allowing them 
to threaten a Serb supply fine 
from Serbia to their political 
headquarters in Pale, 15 
kilometres southeast of 
Sarajevo. 

In central Bosnia, shelling 
was on the increase around the 
Muslim-held town of Bugojno. 

“The town and the whole 
area bad a lot of artillery and 
mortar fire" said U.N. spokes- 
man Major Dacre Holloway. 
The town took between 40 and 
50 hits in just 30 minutes late 
Thursday night, he added. 

Sarajevo Radio said one per- 
son was tolled and nine were 
wounded in the shelling by 
Bosnian Serb forces. The 
Yugoslav News Agency, Tan- 
jug, reported four children 
wounded in the area by Mus- 
lim shelling. 

Another spokesman, Major 
Rob Annink, said the Muslim 
held town of Travnik, in cen- 
tral Bosnia, was fat by 27 
artillery rounds Thursday, fall- 
ing at least one civilian. 

Nearby Zenica, also held by 
the Muslim-led Bosnian gov- 
ernment, was hit by 20 sheik, 
causing an unspecified number 
of casualties. 
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United Nathma arrowed vehicles stand next to a UNPROFOR 
hu c M w 76 cargo ptoe which tended safety at Tuzta Airport, 
a s erf — a sheHag inci de nt on May 17 (AFP photo) 

Bosnian frictions to stop fight- 
ing and accept a partition giv- 
ing Serbs control of 49 per cent 
of the country and Muslims 
and Croats the rest. 

The so-called “contact 
group,” which comprised offi- 
cials of the United States, the 
United Nations, the European 
Union and Russia, is due to 
hold new talks with the Bos- 
nian factions next week and 
the official said all sides were 
expected to attend. 

In Paris, French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe, re- 
sponding to a mounting cam- 
paign in France in favour of the 
Bosnian Muslims, said an end 
to an arms embargo in Bosnia 
could destroy the Muslims or 
lead to a modern-day ' hundred 


The fighting went on despite 
international efforts to find 
ways to bring the Serbs and 
Muslims bad to the negotiat- 
ing table and a threat by 
France to cut its peacekeeping 
contingent if speedy progress 
towards peace is not made. 

In Washington, officials 
from the United States, Russia 
and the European Union were 
bolding a second day of talks to 
draw up options for new nego- 
tiations with the warring fac- 
tions. 

The meeting was to flesh out 
proposals by the foreign minis- 
ters of the major powers who 
agreed last Saturday in Geneva 
to join in a last-ditch peace 
effort. They called for a four- 
month truce and new negotia- 
tions between the parties. 

Another foreign ministers' 
meeting has been announced, 
for June 13, preceded by peace 
talks in France among the fac- 
tions. 

A senior U.S. official ack- 
nowledged that it was unclear 
if Serbs and Muslims were 
ready for a negotiated settle- 
ment. 

The aim is to persuade the 


years' war like that waged be- 
tween England and France in 
the 14th and 15th centuries. 

“In lifting the arms embargo 
for the benefit of the Bosnian 
Muslims, I have long feared 
that we would speed their de- 
feat pip start a true ‘hundred 
years "war", with iteprocesskm 
of dead," ifttins, refugees and 
stubborn hatred," he wrote in 
Le Monde. 


Clinton to seek immunity for sex lawsuit 


NEW YORK (R) — The U.S. 
Justice Department wants a 
sexual harassment suit against 
President Bill Clinton to be 
dismissed pr delayed, arguing 
that American presidents are 
entitled to broad immunity 
while in office, the New York 
Tunes reported in its Friday 
editions. 

The department is reported- 
ly preparing a statement to 
support a motion to be filed 
soon in federal court in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, by Clinton's 
private lawyer, the Times re- 
ported, quoting administration 
officials. 

Lawyer Robert Bennett is to 
ask that the sexual harassment 
suit by Paula Corbin Jones, a 
former Arkansas state em- 
ployee, be dismissed or post- 
poned until Mr. Clinton leaves 
office, the Times reported. 

Mr. Beoaen has indicated he wifi 
argue that Mr. Clinton should 
be given immunity from all 
lawsuits because defending 
himself would take away from 
official duties and hamper the 
government, the paper said. 

Administration officials told 
the Times that the brief being 
prepared by the department 
would support Mr. Bennett’s 
claim of broad immunity from 
civil lawsuits, including those 
resulting from actions that 
occurred before a president 
takes office. 

Ms. Jones claimed in her suit 
filed May 5 that Mr. Clinton 


had invited her to a Little Rock 
hotel room while he was 
Arkansas governor and 
allegedly asked her to have 
oral sex. 

Mr. Clinton's lawyer, 
Robert Bennett, has called the 
lawsuit by Ms. Jones “tabloid 
trash." 

The Supreme Court ruled in 
a 1982 decision that a president 
cannot be used for civil dam- 
based on actions taken in 
ice, partly because respond- 
ing to such lawsuits would be a 
burden and distraction. 

But the high court left un- 
answered the questions of 
whether and when a president 
can be sued for actions that 
occurred before taking office. 

Meanwhile President Bill 
Clinton rigoroudjr defended his 
foreign policy Thursday in the 
face of a daily barrage of critic- 
ism that he is a weak leader 
abroad. 

“No, no, the answer is no," 
Mr. Clinton said. 

The latest broadside against 
Mr. Clinton came Thursday in 
a column by New York Times ■ 
columnist William Satire enti- 
tled “president doormat" that 
skewered his failure to punish 
Singapore for ignoring Amer- 
ican protests and caning an 
American teenager. 

Other critics, including some 
former Bush administration 
officials, have said Mr. Din- 
ton’s alleged policy flip-flops in 
Bosnia and Haiti could have 


repercussions in other coun- 
tries that may want to test 
American resolve, like North 
Korea, which Washington says 
is trying to build a nuclear 
weapan. 

At a news conference with 
visiting Indian Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao, Mr. 
Din ton said his administration 
has many foreign policy 
achievements. 

"If you want to say that this 
administration has not waved a 
magic wand and solved all the 
problems that I was given 
when I came to office, that's 
one thing," be said. 

But he said U.S. policy was 
dear that a first priority is the 
safety and security of the 
American people and in that 
context his government was 
working with Russia to reduce 
nuclear weapons in the former 
Soviet republics and maintain- 
ing security commitments in 
the Asian-Padfic region. 

"Do we still have some 
problems that we had the day I 
showed up? Yes, we do," said 
Mr. Clinton. “And I guess the 
day I leave office we’ll still 
have some problems." 

He also dted progress in 
Middle East peace talks, the 
successful completion of the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement with Mexico and 
Canada and the world trade 
accord under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade. 


D-Day worries: Age, microlights and bad weather 


RENNES, France (R) — The 
French generals in charge of 
the D-Day 50th anniversary 
said they had three main wor- 
ries: The weather, uninvited 
ultra-light aircraft and the fra- 
gile health of thousands of 
elderly veterans. 

The generals presented 
security plans for the June 5-6 
ceremonies along Normandy's 
beaches to be attended by 
heads of state and government 
from 14 nations and 100,000 
people including 35.000 veter- 
ans of the 1944 allied landing. 

Gendarmerie General Jac- 
ques Riquet voiced concern 
that accidents among veterans 
could spoil the party. 

“These people are up to 98 
years old. Some may break a 
hip getting off the bus. others 
may have a heart attack from 
the emotion of meeting old 
friends." he told reporters. 

Not to mention 37 U.$. 
veteran paratroopers aged 67 
to 82 who plan to parachute 
over the village of Sainte- 
Mere-Eglise to mark the 
anniversary of their war drop. 

Military sources said doctors 



estimated that up to 50 veter- 
ans could die during the cere- 
monies in a worst-case scenar- 
io. They said all local hospitals 
were setting beds aside in spe- 
cialised wings for elderly peo- 
ple. 

Military authorities were 
going to great lengths to ensure 
that the celebrations would be 
a success, including setting up 
an army “cheque-book" squad 
ready to immediately compen- 
sate civilians for any damage 
caused by military equipment. 

Some 50,000 French and 
foreign soldiers will perform 
and provide security during the 
two-day celebrations, turning 
Normandy into a fortress. 

Air Force General Jean- 
Michel Nicolas told reporters 
any unauthorised aircraft will 
be banned from a 80-kilometre 
long area over the beaches, 
patrolled by Mirage 2000 fight- 
ers refuelled in flight and 
watched by an AW ACS radar 
plane. 

Intruders defying orders to 
tum back will face warning 
shots and, if needed, destruc- 


tion, Gen. Nicolas said. 

He said intruders had no 
chance of slipping undetected 
through the formidable elec- 
tronic system backed by 
French and foreign navy ships 
cruising offshore, including the 
naval group of U.S. aircraft 
carrier USS George Washing- 
ton. 

The only exception might be 
a low-flying ultralight aircraft 
manned by a suicide terrorist 
or a radio-controlled model 
leaving no trace on radar 
screens. Gen. Nicolas said. 

But these would have to 
evade a network of army spot- 
ters on the ground and would 
be shot down by marksmen on 
helicopters. 

Gen. Nicolas said there was 
an enemy he could not beat: 
Poor weather like that which 
plagued the 1944 landing, 
blowing paratroopers off 
course and causing many sol- 
diers to drown. 

Fog grounding helicopters 
would wreak havoc in the tight 
schedule of the heads of state 
criss-crossing the region in a 


host of international, bination- 
al or national ceremonies. 

“Anyone who could not fly 
would have to walk," Gen. 
Nicolas said, adding that many 
ceremonies would have to be 
cancelled. 

Gendarmerie General Jac- 
ques Riquet, who will head 
7.000 paramilitary gendarmes 
directing traffic and ensuring 
no sniper takes a potshot at a 
leader, said all roads between 
the coast and the main N13 
highway would be dosed to 
unauthorised vehicles. 

“Please tell your readers 
they'd better watch television 
at home rather than try to 
come." he told reporters*. 

Veterans who had requested 
accreditation would be allowed 
to the beaches on buses. 

Gen. Riquet's main worry 
was less security than small 
incidents — unaccredited 
veterans trying to force their 
way, broken down buses or 
protests by disgruntled dairy 
fanners which would block the 
narrow roads leading to the 
site of a major ceremony. 


Theory behind 
man’s bipedaS 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Anthropologists challenged 
the long-standing theory that 
man’s primate ancestors came 
down from trees and first 
walked npright as an evolu- 
tionary response to the dis- 
appearance of African rain 
forests. Researchers affiliated 

with Yale University's Baringo 
Paleontological Research Pro- 
ject have concluded that the 
Rift Valley in Kenya — where 
one of the earliest fossil speci- 
mens linked to man's bipedal 
ancestors was found — never 
experienced an abrupt change 
from rain forest to savanna. 
Evolutionary theorists from 
Charles Darwin onward have 
suggested that some drastic en- 
vironmental shift may have 
been the driving force behind 
the dramatic evolutionary 
change that occurred when 
man's earliest bipedal ances- 
tor, the Hominid, diverged 
from other African ape s and 
first walked upright. After ana- 
lysing carbon residue from 
ancient soils taken from out- 
croppings at 95 sites in an 500 
square mile (2,070 sq. km) 
area within the valley, anthro- 
pologists have concluded that 
for the past 15 million years the 
valley has always been a mix of 
grasses mid forest. “V/e don't 
see a shift in vegetation John 
Kingston, a postdoctoral re- 
searcher at Yale, told Reuters. 
“There's no evidence for c 
dramatic shift at all.” Mr. 
Kingston reported on his find- 
ings in Friday's issue of the 
journal Science. Go-authors cf 
the paper are Andrew Hill, a 
professor of anthropology ai 
Yale who has discovered fossils 
of early Hominids in the Fife 
Valley, and Bruno Marine, t 
postdoctoral researcher cl 
Harvard. 

Stolen antiques 
returned to 
museum 

PHNOM PENH (R) — A 
cache of ancient Buddhist arti- 
facts, dating back to the time 
of tiie Khmer empire, was re- 
turned to Cambodia’s National 
Museum Friday after being 
. seized by police from a govern- 
ment army smuggling gmg. 
The 15 antiques, crafted Cn th : 
13th century when the empire 
was centred in area of ir.-t 
famous Angkor Wat Temple 
complex in Cambodia's north- 
west, included four stone iionj,- 
six stone and bronze statues, 
four giant stone heads and one 
other carving. Cambodian 
police seized the artifacts after 
stopping an army personnel 
earner (APC) heading towards 
tiie Thai border on July 25, 
said Ouk Chan, vice-chief of 
the Department of Cultural 
Inheritance at the Ministry cf 
Culture and Arts. “Police stop- 
ped the APC and after ex- 
amination found the statue 
heads," one police official told 
Renters. He said II army per- 
sonnel were detained. “They 
(army) smuggle goods without 
paying tax because they have 
the guns and have protection 
from three star generals." said 
one former Cambodian border 
trader. Pitifully low wages 
often not paid for several 
months have led many mem- 
bers of the aimed forces snti 
security police to be involved 
in lucrative smuggling activi- 
ties, one U.N. officio! said, 
asking not to be named. 

Don’t like the 
teachers? Poison? 
their tea 

JAKARTA (R) — An 
y ear-old Indonesian boy has 
been questioned by police after 
he allegedly poisoned tea pre- 
pared for his teachers, the offi- 
cial Antara News Agency said 
Monday. It quoted police as 
saying the boy. who was not 
identified, had admitted be 
added insecticide to the tea a: 
the Ketro Elementary School 
in Sragen, central Java. A ser- 
vant noticed the tea was off- 
colour before anyone drank it. 
The boy. who had a record o? 
misdemeanours at tiie school, 
is in the custody of his parents. 

Heat turned 
on cockatoo* 
egg poaching 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Six 
people face federal chargw for 
smuggling cockatoo eggs from 
the Australian oulbaefcto the 
United States, where the 
were hatched and the tvrdr. 
sold for up to $12,500, the Los 
Angeles Daily News reported. 
The six are believed part of a 
smuggling ring on three conti- 
nents that made more then *“ 1 
million in the last decs**- . 
ing tiie birds at pet shops' Iron' 
California to New York. TnJ 
eggs were put into sps/.tf 
elasbcised vests that kept them 
close to the wearer's bodv to 
ensure the incubation wu not 
interrupted, a federal official 
aid. The suspects then v.erc 
the vests in flights from Au- 
stralia to Los Angeles. 


Brilliant AC Milan humiliate 
Barcelona in European Cup 
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??" ? £ “ ro P s aa Champions 
S?r/ ?? Th,ld li «« six 
SSm^fc WKh a 5t «nning 4-0 

Wt I? c £P a n«sh champions 
E n ruA L CSily exposed by a 
tSfi* performance that was 
bnlUanUy orchestrated by their 

Mon^egn" forward Dcjan 

The Montenegrin carved the 
Barcelona defence apart to 
create the crucial opening goal 
l° r £ ame * e Massaro, had a 
hand in Massaro’s second just 
before the break and then 
scored a stunning third two 
minutes after the restart. 

After robbing Joscp Guar- 
diola on the right touchline. 
Savicevic spotted Andoni 
Zubizaretta off his line and 
audaciously jobbed him from 
t * ie i ‘rp rncr of the penalty area 
to kill the match as a contest. 

Marcel Deadly. a member 
of the Oiyinpiquc Marseille 
team that bca; Milan 1 -0 in last 
year s final, raunded off a su- 
perb performance by breaking 
• through the Spaniards back 
k * our . m rhe 5.sth minute and 
placing a right foot wide of 
Zubizareua. 

Desailly. who marked Mar- 
co Van Busten out of last 
year’s final, was again the key 
to victory with hjs work at the 
heart of the Milan midfield. 

By smothering their oppo- 
nents in the middle of the park 
Fabio Capcllo’s side cut off the 
supply to Barcelona's forwards 
Hristo Stoidikcv and Romar- 
io. 

The deadly duo barely 
threatened all night despite the 
absence of Milan’s internation- 
al central defenders Franco 


sg£f 


Barcsi and Alessandro Costa- 
curta, bprh ruled out of the 
match by suspension. 

Barcelona's spectacular per- 
formances in getting to the 
final had led many to antici- 
pate wave after wave of Cata- 
lan raids on the Milanese goal. 

But it was the Italians who 
took a grip oq the game right 
from the start — SavkcvK, 
who won a European Cup 
medal with Red Star Belgrade 
in 1991, skipping past Miguel 
Angel Nadal with as early as 
the sixth minute. 

Sroidlkov created Barcelo- 
na’s only early chance with a 
long range shot in the seventh 
minute but two minutes later 
Milan were unlucky not to go 
ahead. Christian Panucci's 
headed goal was ruled out be- 
cause Danide Massaro was 
judged to be interfering with 
play in an offside position. 

Milan's enterprise finally 
bore fruit in the 22nd minute 
when Guardiola failed to dear 
on the left, giving Savicevic the 
chance to break into the box. 

The tnooteaegrin waltzed 
past Nadal once more and 
flicked the ball across goal to 
give Massaro an easy tap-in at 
the far post. 

Massaro, who missed a hat- 
ful of chances in last year's 
final, struck his second in first 
half injury rime — this time 
with a left foot drive from just 
behind the penalty spot at the 
end of a sweeping move out of 
defence. 

Zvonomir Boban swept the 
ball wide to Robeno Donadoni 
on the left flank. His busy ran 
took him round the back of the 
defence and with the Barcelo- 
na defenders looking for 
Savicevic, his pass with the 


IN BRIEF 


Newcastle sign U.S. goalkeeper Friedel 

LONDON (R) — English premier division soccer club 
Newcastle United said Friday they had signed American 
national goalkeeper Brad Friedel for more than £250,000 
($377,000). United Manager Kevin Keegan said: “We have 
decided that the club needs three quality goalkeepers with the 
number of games we will be playing next season.” Friedel. 
who turned 23 this week, has 21 international caps and has 
been included in the home squad for next month's World Cup 
finals in the United States. 

Schwarz quits Benfica for Arsenal 

hiSEON (Rt — Benfica’s Swedish international midfielder 
Hans Schwarz will transfer to England’s Arsenal for a. fee of 
450 million escudos ($2.6 million), state television RTP said 
Thursday. RTP said Schwarz, 25, had agreed to play for 
Arsenal for three years. Benfica Vice-President Gaspar 
Ramos told RTF that Benfica had an understanding with 
Schwartz, who has played for the Lisbon club since 1990, that 
he could leave at the end of this season. "We will fulfill this 
verbal agreement, but obviously we will only do so if there are 
conditions that are attractive for the club," he said. 

Former Tour de France winner commits suicide, say police 

PARIS (R) — Luis Ocana, Spanish winner of the Tour de 
France in 1973, committed suicide Thursday, police said. 
Ocana, 4S, who had been suffering from cancer for several 
years, shot himself in his home in Caupenne D’Armagnac in 
southern France. He leaves a wife and two children. Ocana. 
was a great rival of Belgian star Eddy Merckx in the early 
1970s. A mountain specialist, he won the Tour of Spain in 1970 
and the Tour de France three years later. “He was a great 
friend and a very honest person,” said Frenchman Bernard 
Thevenet, Tour de France winner in 1975 and 1977. “What 
will stay with me is Jhe way he always kept fighting," Thevenet 
told French radio. “He never gave up." 
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IB the some way. However, West 
iir.f o: defended well by refurin£ to win the 

iv. u rzyt.T.!> m* ul didsiKods at triclt twu. Now 
^.rt- ,'.v- wiB g-i cL-blarer hud twu means of irymp for 
r.ir n.rri-f&rr. if a l^th tnck-cillirr with the spade 
i,;r i.pp»;ic=r with 'i'av* «.f hy leading another dia- 
lock a ill rac .m- mo=ii t« Uk- queen, in the hope that 
:..sbJ. !iu.-a a uam held the uce. 

p.j.r.1. There was ouLhiog to go by other 

T»3ir% rejifcfd than that th* diamond play Jiud ol- 
L:rk On the ready worked once. So declarer upl- 
,i-. ?;-ih ib'Aki-d *ii ; v eruvs ti> dummy and Uv it 
i-m wi do-wn vM. 


outiidci of [he fool perfectly 
picked out Massaro. 

Barcelona looked willing for 
u second-half battle but Guur- 
diola's blunder and Saviccvic's 
brilliant strike proved a knock- 
out punch. 

From then on they were a 
feeble shadow of their normal 
selves and they could easily 
have become the first side to 
lose a European Cup final by 
five goals. 

Just seconds before Dcsail- 
ly's goal, Savicevic’s stabbed 
shot came back off the inside 
of the post and the Barcelona 
defence was still trying to re- 
gain its composure when the 
Frenchman burst through to 
score. 

Milan's fifth European Cup 
triumph followed previous vic- 
tories in Europe's premier 
competition in 1963, 1969. 
1989 and 1990. 

It was only the third time 
any team had won the final by 
four goals. The last time it 
happened was in 1989 when 
Milan beat Stcau Bucharest 
4-0. 

9 Barcelona players 
in World Cup sqiid 

Meanwhile. Spanish coach 
Javier Clemente included nine 
Barcelona players in his squad 
for next month s World Cup 
finals announced Thursday. 

The players from the Span- 
ish champions provide the core 
of the 22-man squad but many 
fans will be disappointed there 
is no place for veteran midfiel- 
der Michel Gonzalez who play- 
ed in the last two World Cup 
finals. 

The coach said he had consi- 
dered Michel as welt as At let i- 
co Madrid defender Juan 
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AC Milan':, cai.-tain Maere TossoUj <Lcft) and coach Fabio 
Capdfo frinht) 'foSJi mste is they etir airplane carrying 
their team tu >£ii ij! r'uursday IAF1 1 p iuto> 


Manuel Lopez. 

“He’s .i ■.•reat rsi.it; tvh»j cre- 
ates harmony ni:hi:i she team 
and lives fur the Spanish s:de 
but my plan fur the Vv'nr'd Cup 
did not include him,” 
Clemente said ,;t .. news con- 
ference. 

Michel, cupped to tmtet. 
played in Mc\ia> in 19S6 and 
Italy in 1990 but hut. not 
appeared in the national side 
since October 1992. 

Clemente h-u:. obviously in- 
fluenced in his selection by 
Barcelona’s crushing 4-0 defeat 


by AC Milan in the European 
Cup final Wednesday . 

“I th.r.L it was a triumph for 
Spanish t'oAibail that they 
made it so the final,” he s^. 

Spain face South Korea in 
Dallas in iheir firs: match June 
17, the opening day of the 
finals. 

“It will be a complicated 
match, not only because it’s 
the firs: match. Korea do not 
play to win. they play to pre- 
vent you from playing' and that 
could be dangerous.” 
Clemente said. 


World Clip pis 
battle set to be 


ZURICH (Agencies) — FIFA 
Friday Kickstarted a battle 
over the allocation of new 
World Cup places when it en- 
dorsed a proposal to increase 
the finals to 32 teams from 
1998. 

FIFA General Secretary 
Sepp Blatter, who made the 
expected announcement that 
this summer's finals in the Un- 
ited States would-be the last 
with 24 teams, said no decision 
on allocation of the extra 
places mil be made until after 
this year’s final July 17. 

But Blatter indicated earlier 
this week that he would be 
backing a formula based on 
results at this summer’s finals 
and UEFA, the European 
football union, has already 
made a firm proposal to that 
effect. 

UEFA want Africa, Asia, 
Oceania and the Caribbean/ 
North American region known 
as CONCACAF to be given 
one extra place each ana the 
other four to go to the regions 
providing the semi-finalists this 
summer. 

Zn the last two tournaments 
Europe had three semi- 
finalists, with Argentina repre- 
senting South America, and in 
1982 all four semi-finalists 
were from Europe. 

As Europe already has 13 of 
the 24 places this proposal is 
likely to run into opposition 
and it puts UEFA on a colli- 
sion course with the African 
confederation (CAF), which 
said last month it would expect 
at least two, if not three, of the 
extra places. 

Only one African team, 
Cameroon in 1990, has ever 
reached the quarter-finals of 
the competition. 

Organisers of the 1998 finals 
in France have given their back- 
ing to the proposed increase to 
32 teams. 

The World Cup was in- 
creased from 16 to 24 teams at 
Spain in 1982. 

KickofT times unchanged 

Meanwhile, a FIFA spokes- 
man said although the World 
Cup organisers were warned 
of the dangers of playing soc- 
cer in the hot Florida sun, they 
were not asked to change the 
midday kickoff times for 
matches in Orlando. 

Spokesman Andreas Herrcn 
said Belgian doctor Michel 
D’hooghe, who had promised 


to press for matches to be 
played in the evening, raised 
the subject at a meeting of 
FIFA’s World Clip organising 
committee. 

“He brought the issue up, 
but he said he was well aware 
that no changes were possi- 
ble," Herren said. 

D’hooghe, head of the Inter- 
national Football Federation's 
medical committc. varuod ear- 
iter this week that the heat 
could be a problem for all 
teams playing in the finals and 
said he would ask for later 
kickoffs. 


According to British news- 
paper reports', his cause had 
support from Ireland and the 
Netherlands. 

But with tickets already 
printed and te levis ion sche- 
dules finalised, FIFA officials 
quickly dismissed the idea, 
pointing out that regular after- 
noon storms in Orlando meant 
matches could only be played 
at midday anyway. 

“The idea was a noii- 
starter," Henen said. 

The first game in Orlando is 
June 19 between Belgium and 
Morocco. 


Cameroon’s federa 
broke before finals 


YAOUNDE |R) — Came- 
roon's soccer federation Fcca- 
foot has no money to pay 
players, less than a month be- 
fore the start of the World Cup 
finals. 

Fecufoot Chairman Maha 
Daher said Thursday he had to 
turn away the team's French 
coach, Henry Michel. 

Michel amved in Yaounde 
Tuesday hoping to collect un- 
paid bonuses for the 27 "indomit- 
able lions” training in France. 

“1 sent him to the prime 
minister. We have no money." 
Daher said in Fecafoot’s tem- 
porary headquarters — the liv- 
ing room of his house. 

He moved there because 
Fecafoot’s electricity, water 
and telephones were cut off 
three weeks ago for unpaid 
bills. 

Michel will announce the 
final selection of 22 players 
who will defend Cameroon's 
colours in the United States at 
the latest June 3, Daher said. 

But the list could be known 
May 2b when the indomitable 
lions arc to leave France for 


the French West Indies where 
they are due to play friendlies 
against Guadeloupe and Marti- 
nique. 

The big mystery « whether 
veteran striker Roger Milla, a 
national hero who turn 42 Fri- 
day, will make the final squad. 
Many experts say he is over the 
hill but Michel is under intense 
political pressure to select him. 

A chaotic power struggle is 
disrupting Cameroon's prepa- 
rations-four years after they set 
an African record by reaching 
the quarter-finals in the’ Italian 
World Cup. 

With a financial bonanza 
from sponsorship at stake, 
seven rival groups are involved 
in the team's build-up. 

Some of the groups have 
organised warm-up matches 
which were subsequently tor- 
pendoed by the others. Only a 
tour of the Far East and 
Greece has so far taken place 
as scheduled. 

The Michel and Owona- 
Nooh partnership is blocking a 
Canadian invitation to play 
against Belgium in Canada. 


Pacers reach the finals of 
NBA’s Eastern Conference ■ 

INDIANAPOLIA, Indiana The Pacers, who captured became just the second te*-. .! 
(R) — The peaking IndUna three American National Ba»- NBA playoff history to n SJ j 
Pacers routed the top-seeded ketball Association tides but seventh games after Ioku^M 

Atlanta Naail >e QR-7Q nn tinee etttnina th» NRA in fint tilKC. ° 


INDIANAPOLIA, Indiana 
(R) — The peaking IndUna 
Pacers routed the top-seeded 
Atlanta Hawks 98-79 on 
Thursday to reach the NBA 
Eastern Conference finals 
while both western semifinals 
wctc sent into deciding seventh 
games. 

The oever-say-db Denver 
Nuggets staved off lamination 
for a record sixth tune in this 
year's playoffs by beating the 
Utah Jazz 94-91 to even their 
series at three games apiece. 

The Phoenix Suns stayed 
alive by beating the Houston 
Rockets 103-89 to also knot 
their western semifinals at 3-3. 

At Indiana, Rick Smiti 
scored 11 of his 27 points in the 
decisive third quarter to lead 
the fifth-seeded Pacers to their 
first NBA conference finals 
ever. 

“He was unstoppable.” Pac- 
ers coach Larry Brown said of 
Smits. “He didn’t worry about 
double teams. He just went up 
and shot the ball." 

Reggie Miller added 18 
points and Derrick McKey had 
17 points and 10 rebounds for 
the fifth-seeded Pacers, who 
won their best-of-seven semi- 
finals four games to two. 

"I feel like our chances are 
as good as anybody’s," McKey 
said. “The way we are playing 
now, we could beat anybody 
and we seem to be getting 
better and better." 

Indiana, which swept the 
Orlando Magic in the opening 
round, to 7-2 in this year’s 
playoffs, including a perfect 
4-0 home record. 


The Pacers, who captured 
three American National Bas- 
ketball Association titles but 
since entering the NBA in 1976 
bad won just 4-of-2l NBA 
playoff games prior to this sea- 
son, now await the winner of 
the New York-Chicago semi- 
finals. 

“I want New York," said 
Miller. “They're supposed to 
be the team supposed to win it 
■ft and come out of the east.” 

He added: "Anything can 
happen in the playoffs. You 
throw your regular-season re- 
cord out." Chicago was 4-1 
against Indiana in the regular 
season. New York was 4-0. 

Mootele Blaylock scored 23 
points and Danny Manning 
bad 21 points and 10 rebounds 
for Atlanta. 

The Pacers nursed a 38-35 
lead at the half before blowing 
the game open in the third 
quarter, outscoring Atlanta 34- 


fint three. *** 

In 1951, New York dww^ 
three to the Rochester 
then won three before fife 
game seven of the 

The Jazz led by as many « 
10 points in the third ottanw 
but Denver held them* to 
one field goal over a 10:40 «po*- 
from late in the third quarter 
until late in the fourth to 
within a point, and the ~ 
went back and forth 
stretch. 

The Jaa had chance* so tic 
the game after Mutomb^’^^S 
throw, but John Stocktowjllt? 
sed a 3-pointer wftft 
seconds left, and after 
Pack missed a pair 
throws, Jeff Homacek »»»{ ??$ 
another three. 

In Phoenix, A.C. Gi»li 


quarter, outscoring Atlanta 34- In Phoenix, A.u. cu_ • 
16. They shot a sizzling 65 per scored 12 of bis 22 points de- 
cent in the period (l3-of-20) ing a decisive third-quarter f2| 
while the Hawks were a dismal as the Suns forced a sev*»S 
33 per cent (5-of-15). game showdown in Hounu 

T M n...... nit.mk. nn Cnhmlini 


33 per cent (5-of-15). 

In Denver, Dikembe 
Mutombo scored 23 points, in- 
cluding two key free throws 
with 293 seconds remaining, 
to lead the Nuggets past Utah 
and set in NBA record for 
most consecutive victories 
when facing elimination, win- 
ning for the sixth straight time 
when a loss would have ended 
their season. 

The NBA’s youngest team, 
which shocked top-seeded 
Seattle in the firat mend as the 
first number eight seed to 
knock off a top seed, also 


on iaturaay. 77 . 

Kevin Johnson had 28 potass 
and 13 assists to pace thesJJJJr 
who had five players in 
figures. Green was 9-ofTifir 
from the field and added Iff 
rebounds. Charles Barkley hid 
18 points, 15 rebounds and nm 
asserts, Joe Kleine added 7? 
points and Danny Aln«I. 
scored 13. 

Hakeem Olajnwon had U 1 
points for the Rockets, 
are trying to reach the copfoy. 
ence finals for the first tjm# 
since 1986. * ^ 


No easy Prosecutors to investigate 

farewell for skier Ulrike Maier death 

Navratilova BONN (R) — German pro- crash. 


PARIS (AFP) —Martina Nav- 
ratilova, who at 37 will retire at 
the end of this year, was dealt 
no favoms Friday at the draw 
for next week's French Open 
tennis championships at the 
Roland Gaross Stadium. 

The fourth-ranked left- 
handed American, dreaming 
to repeat her 1982 and 1984 
success on the surface least 
suited to her aggressive game, 
found herself drawn into an 
over-heavy, top-half of the 
women's tingles draw and on 
course for a semi-final show- 
i down with defending cham- 
pion Steffi Graf. 

Navratilova, who also has 
Japan's Kinuko Date in her 
quarter of the draw as well as 
dangerous home hope Mary 
Pierce, opens her 12th and 
final campaign on the red day 
courts of the newly-enlarged 
stadium to the west of Paris, 
against Miriam Orcmans of the 
Netherlands. 

But she could then find her- 
self under pressure as early as 
the second round when she is 
expected- to face the much- 
improved Sabine Apelmam of 
Belgium. 

But if Navratilova’s road to 
the last four is fraught with 
danger, Graf will also need to 
be vigilant. 

The 24-year-old German 
player, who like Pete Sampras 
in the men's singles is bkufing 
for an om-of-sequcnce ’Grand 
Slam* by winning her fourth 
consecutive major title, looks 
set for a quarter-final show- 
down against old rival Gabriela 
Sabatuu. But first she will have 
to beat the player she faced in 
the 1993 — Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez. 

Other dangerous players in 
her quarter induae Naoko 
Sawamatsu of Japan, the ex- 
perienced Helena Sukova and 
Croatian teenager Iva Majoli. . 

Fortner world number-one 
Tracy Austin, who played her 
last Grand Slam tournament in 
Paris eleven years ago, is also 
in the top-half of the draw. 


BONN (R) — German pro- 
secutors are set to open an 
investigation for negligence in 
connection with the 3am h of 
Austrian skier Ulrike Maier in 
a World Cup race in Ganniscb- 
Partenkirchen, the news agen- 
cy SID said Thursday. 

The Munich prosecutor’s 
office coold not be reached for 
comment, but Sff) said the in- 
vestigation would be directed 
against the International Ski 
Federation's (FIS) race direc- 
tors, Knrt Hoch of Austria and 
Jan Usdriumer of Switzer- 
land. 

A study by Munich Unfveni- 
ty’s Forensic Medicine Insti- 
tute has found that a mound of 
mow piled in front of a timing 
post caused Maid's death by 
making her spin violently after 
she fed at high speed during a 
World Cup downhill last Janu- 
ary. 

Maier broke her neck in the 


crash. 

The FIS has said its offiek&- 
did everything that could fee* 
-gp*****! to ensure race safety- 
in Garmisch. «? 

•v 

Sid said Hoch and Tls* 
chhauser would have up ta 
three weeks to respond in writ- 
ing to the prosecutors. 

Maier's family have said 
they want to sue the FIS for 
compensation and for antes* 
nance payments for Mater's, 
four-year-old daughter Mel&> 
tee. 

Race 'brganzsers have bsisR-' 
successfully sued for strife 
gence once in connection wttji 
a crash. 

An Austrian court ruled that 
a technical director was legal* 
ly responsible for safety fulfil 
after Canadian downhillef 
Brian Stemmle sustained se- 
rious injuries in a crash ftvfc 
years ago in KitzbnehePs dm 
sic Hamenkanun downhill. : ' 


nosAny house nes<cAunAjvc t 

^gg^y Only Rosary House Res'-; 

iSf?/ taurantcanofferyou: : 

ih 1 - Different Types of fish & sea 

r \ f00d: 

Sea Bass, Red Mullet, Sea 

f Bream, Sole, Grouper, Red 

Snapper, crab. Squid & Lob- 

2 - Differem cooking Methods: 
Steaming, Braising, Deep Frying, Grilling & Charcoal 7 . 
Grilling. *- 

3 - Different Sea food cuisine styles: 

Spanish (PAELLA), Greek, Chinese Thai & Lebanese. 

4 - Best Quality And Reasonable Price > 

* You aiso can enjoy our New Chinese Corner 
Taste the best & the Real Chinese food. 

Opening Today 

Directorate of Rcsidencey & Border STREET. "5 . 

Tel. : 693050 




ROSEMARY CHAllanges 

YOU FOR A WILD SWEET & 
SPICY TASTE, WE EXPECT 
' YOUR VISIT ON SUN 22nd 

HAPPY EID FIFTH CIRCLE TEL : 824*29 

> VTfT. 

"SWEET & SPICY ° 
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Cinema Tel.: 6*4144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


Tef.: 618274 - 618275 

AKUROUN THEATRE NabHAI 


TeL: 6755711 Nabfl & Msftam's 


Tel.: 6251551 


!?©& LOVE on MONEY 

Sfcov>: SJU. 6.15. «:30. 10:30 

Tom & Jerry 

At 11:00 & 12:30 


Wateed Tawfiq m CONCORD S 

1. Goodbye, Single Ufe ^ Getaway \ 

. ... Shows: 12:30, 3:30. h: 15, &30, H);3t) p.m. 

he star of Ihfl rnovia will attend thG 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8.30, l0;30 Goodbye Se^^SQ Life 

_ M Waleed Tawliq the star o! U>3 movie will 

Z ALADDIN. attend the shows. 

Shows: II a.m., 12:30, 2. 5:15 p.m. Shows: 12, 2. 4, 6. 8, 10:15 p.m. 


The political comedy play 
FORBIDDEN 
FORBIDDEN 

Every nighf at 8:30 p.m. 


Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG" 

Directed by Ghassan A 1 Masttnl 


The pofiticai comedy play: 

“WHAT A PEACS1** 
CAl Stetem Ya S&lam) 

At 8:30 pan. 

For reservations please caH 625155 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Geagea linked to church bombing 

B£ IRUT (R) — Lebanon's chief prosecutor accused former 
warlord Samir Geagea Friday of links to a February church 
bombing that killed 11 worshippers, judicial sources said. 
They said prosecutor Munif Oweidat decided to charge Dr. 
Geagea after reading details of his questioning by investigating 
Judge Joseph Freiha. Dr. Geagea, the chief of the banned 
Lebanese Forces (LF) group, is held for alleged links to the 
1990 assassination of a Christian rival. About 15 other LF 
members, including Dr. Geagea's right hand man Fouad 
Maiek, are held in connection with the Feb. 27 bombing and 
murder of .Christian leader Dani Chamoun, wife and two sons. 
The Lebanese government banned the LF, the largest Christ- 
ian militia during Lebanon's 1975-90 civil war, in March after 
arresting Mr. Maiek and a number of followers in connection 
"Hh the church blast. Dr. Geagea was arrested in April after 
investigations into the bombing led to alleged links between 

• him and the murder of the Chamouns.-He has vehemently 
denied links to either crime. 

3 held in U.S over tourist shooting 

RIVERSIDE, Calif. (R) — Three men matching the descrip- 
tion of the suspects who brutaly gunned down a German 
■ couple in the southern California mountains were detained for 
questioning by state police Thursday night, officials said. The 
men were stopped by highway patrol troopers outside Bakers- 
field, 140 miles (225 km j northwest of the popular hiking area 
where Monday's attack left an elderly woman dead and her 
husband critically wounded, said deptuy Mark Lohman of the 
Riverside County Sheriffs Department- “We’re following up 
on one of many leads. We have not made any arrests. They are 
detained for questioning,” Deputy Lohman said. He said the 
three men ana the green car they were driving bore similarities 
to descriptions released by authorities earlier Thursday at a 
news conference in Riverside. In their most detailed recount- 
ing of the attack yet, officials said the two tourists were 
ambushed at a scenic roadside lookout near the town of 
IdyDwild in the San Bernardino Mountains southeast of Los 
Angeks. 

Omar Sharif hospitalised 

ANTIBES, France (AFP) — Egyptian-born film actor Omar 
Sharif, 62, was taken to hospital here after suffering heart 
failure but was not in a serious condition, hospital officials said 
Friday. Sharif fell ill in his hotel room at the end of a bridge 
tournament in Juan-Les-Pins on the French Riviera Thursday. 

. He is a leading player on the international bridge circuit The 

• hospital said he had not lost consciousness and that there was 
nothing serious about his condition. Doctors said he might be 
discharged later Friday. Sharif starred in such films as Doctor 
Zhivago and Funny Girl. 

Former Japan foreign minister dies 

TOKYO (AFP) — Former Japanese Foreign Munster 
. Masayoshi Ito, a veteran member of the Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), died of pnetunonia at his Tokyo home Friday 
morning, party officials said. He was 80. The former lower 
house legislator was seen as a symbol of political refor mi sts at 
the LDP, which lost the majority in lower house general 
elections last year following a series of financial scandals. He 
will also be remembered for pursuing friendship between 
Japan and China. Prime Minister Tsutomu Hata expressed his 
condolences, describing him as a “selfless patriot.” Mr. Ito 
served as chief cabinet secretary in 1979-1980 under then 
Prime Minister Masayoshi Ohiro. After the sudden death of 
Mr. Ohira in June 1980, be served as acting prime minister 
until July 1980. He then became foreign minister in 1980-1991 
under prime minister Zenko Suzuki. After Noboru Takeshita 
resigned as prime minister in 1989 to take responsibility for his 
alleged involvement in Recruit Co. stocks-for-favou rs scandal, 
LDP offered Mr. Ito the post of premier because of his clean 
image, but he turned it down. 

Estonian premier sacks minister 

MOSCOW (R) — Estonian Prime Minister Mart Laar sacked 
his Defence Minister Indrek Kannik and asked for a vote of 
confidence from his party, the Estonian Foreign Ministry said. 
Mr. Laar, elected in the former Soviet Republic’s first free 
elections in 1992, asked Mr. Kannik to resign after a 
> disagreement within the cabinet. Foreign Ministry spokes- 
. woman Mari- Ann Rikken said by telephone from Tallinn. 
Justice Minister Kaido Kama had also said he would quit and 
take five other ministers with him bat this bad not yet 
happened and the centre-right coalition government was still 
in place; she said. An official in Mr. Laar’s office said Mr. 
Kama had handed in his resignation. “(Kannik) wanted the 
gov ernm ent to resign. He wanted a change of prime minister,” 

■ Ms. Rikken said. Mr. Laar, Mr. Kannik and Mr. Kama are ajQ 
members of the Fatherland Party and the prime minister has 
asked for a vote of confidence in his leadership at a party 
meeting, probably in June. Mr. Laar won the party’s immedi- 
ate backing at a news conference in Tallinn Thursday. “It 
came out very dearly that no one supports changing the 
government,” Ms. Rikken said. 

Oil gushes on Russian island after leak 

MOSCOW (R) — A pipeline failure Friday in Russia’s far 
eastern Sakhalin Island let 60 tonnes of oil gush out but there 
was no environmental harm, ITAR-TASS news agency said. 
The oil spilled out of the pipeline in Sakhalin's Pervomaiskoye 
region, a local dvil defence spokesman said. Some 54 tonnes 
of oil was collected by military personnel dispatched to the 
site, TASS said. 

Russian police kill gunmen, free hostages 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian special forces in an armoured 
vehicle smashed their way into a Moscow currency exchange 
Thursday night killing two gunmen and freeing two women 
hostages. Interior Ministry crack troops waited until night 
-before using an armoured personnel carrier to batter their way 
.into the building on Frunze Embankment on the Moscow 
River to end a six-and-a-half hour siege. Three gunmen 
snatched the hostages after a bungled robbery attempt and in 
the following dash a policeman was shot dead. The gunmen 
'later demanded SI million to release their captives. The 
Interior Ministry Omon forces first fired tear gas before 
charging the building after relatives of the gunmen had failed 
to persuade them to surrender. The third gunman was 
arrested. Police sources first said there were three hostages but 
later discovered there were only two. 

U.S. may cut troops in Europe 

■WASHINGTON (R) — The House of Representatives voted 
to withdraw up to 75,000 U.S. troops from Europe if U.S. 
allies there do not pay 75 per cent of the forces' costs by 1998, 
excluding salaries. The House wrote the proposal into $263 
billion defence authorisation bill for next year by a vote of 268 
to 144. The effort to force Europe to pay the large share of the 
U.S. troops' cost would have to be approved by the Senate and 
signed by President Bill Clinton to became law. Assistant 
House Democratic leader David Bonior of Minnesota argued 
that Japan agreed to pay a large share of the cost of U.S. 
troops stationed in that country when the House passed a 
similar proposal and said the House should now put the same 

• pressure on Europe. “We're saying it is time for European 
allies to pay their fair share too, he said. 

Bulgarian cabinet survives vote 

SOFIA (R) — The Bulgarian government narrowly survived 
its sixth no confidence vote after the opposition fail^ to 
muster enough votes to topple t it. Only 25 deputies voted for 
the non-party government, but the 96 who voted against it fell 
short of the 121 needed for the motion to be carried. One vote 
was declared invalid. The announcement of the results of the 
secret ballot caused uproar in the chamber. 


Jacquelin Kennedy Onassis dies 


NEW YORK (R) — Jac- 
queline Kennedy Onassis, 
widow of President John F. 
Kennedy and an enduring 
American symbol of elegance 
and strength, died with her 
children at her side after a 
battle with cancer. She was 64. 

She was as close to royalty as 
one can be in a democratic 
nation and was best remem- 
bered for the poignant moment 
when she cradled the head of 
the dying president in her 
hands after he was shot and 
killed on a November day in 
Dallas 30 years ago. 

A spokeswoman said the 
former first lady died at her 
New York home at 10:15 p.m. 
EDT (0215) after a four-month 
fight with lymphoma, which 
had raced through her body 
despite chemotherapy and 
radiation treatments. 

“She was sleeping. I don’t 
know if she was asleep or in a 
coma. She kind of slipped 
away,” said the spokeswoman, 
Nancy Tuckerman. 


Ms. Onassis was given the 
Catholic rites' for the dying 
earlier in the day. 

At her bedside were children 
Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg 
and John F. Kennedy Jr. as 
well as her long-time compan- 
ion Maurice Tempelsman, Ms. 
Tuckerman said. 

She said that nothing has 
been decided about funeral 
arrangements. ‘Tt a 11 hap- 
pened rather quickly.” 

One option is for Ms. Onas- 
sis to be buried next to Ken- 
nedy at Arlington National 
Cemetery just outside 
Washington D.C.. where his 
grave is marked by the eternal 
flame. 

A native of Long Island, 
New York, Ms. Onassis first 
entered the spotlight when she 
married then-Senator Kennedy 
in 1953. His death in 1963 was 
one of several tragedies in her 
life. 

She had lost one of her three 
children soon after birth and 
suffered a miscarriage and a 



Jacqodfee Kennedy Onassis is seen here with Aristotle Onassis 
in a photo dated Oct- 19, 1968 (AFP photo) 


Crimean parliament raises 
stakes in tussle with Kiev 


SIMFEROPOL, Ukraine 
(Agencies) — The Crimean 
partzament raised the states in 
a dispute with Ukrainian au- 
thorities Friday, voting to res- 
tore a 1992 constitution loosen- 
ing its ties with the rest of the 
former Soviet republic. 

Deputies in file autonomous 
region voted 69-2 to reintro- 
duce file constitution, which 
offers a new legal basis for 
relations with Ukraine, sepa- 
rate Crimean “citizenship” and 
includes a local militia. Cri- 
mean recruits would serve in 
thepemnsula. 

The measures enraged 
Ukrainian authorities. The 
country's acting prime minister 
said he favoured Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kravchuk 
imposing direct rule on 
Crimea. 

Kiev has been locked in a 
battle to maintain its authority 
over the region, whose major- 
ity ethnic Russian population 
voted heavily for doser links 
with Moscow in a referendum 
in March. 

Most speakers in the par- 
liamentary debate said 
Ukraine was trying to impose 
its will on Crimea. Only a 
handful pleaded against adopt- 
ing the constitution, warning of 
ethnic bloodshed as in 
Nagorno-Karabakh and other 
parts of the former Soviet Un- 
ion. 

But parliament Chairman 
Serg ei Tsekov denied that in- 
troducing the okl c onstitu tion 
was tantamount to a declara- 
tion of independence by 
Crimea, summer playground 
of Kremlin leaders dining the 
Soviet era. 

“The 1992 constitution 
means only putting our rela- 
tions with Ukraine on a new 
basis to conduct economic 
change. No nunc, no less,” he 
told Renters after the vote. 
“Crimea is part of Ukraine and 
Ukraine has nothing to fear.” 

Other deputies complained 
about Ukraine’s attitude. 

“In Kiev we are treated tike 
rabble. Slavery may be only a 
state of mind or lifestyle, but it 
is not for us,” said Sergei 
Nikulin, adviser to pro- 
Russian Crimean President 
Yuri Meshkov. 

“How can we operate when 
some okl guy in Kiev is trying 
to tell me bow to run my own 
kitchen,” said Deputy Natalya 
Grudina. 

Veteran Russian nationalist 
Alexander Kruglov told the 
chamber that 8,000 Russian 
Cossacks were ready to flood 
into Crimea if Kiev took milit- 
ary action against it. 

Only the parliament's two 
Communists voted against the 
constitution. Members of the 
Crimean Tatar minority, de- 
ported from Crimea to Central 
Asia by Josef Stalin 50 years 
ago, refused to vote. 

In Kiev, Ukraine’s Acting 
Prime Minister Yefim 
Zvyagflsky said he would sup- 
port any move for direct pres- 
idential role. “I am certain 


' parliament would back such a 
measure,” he said. 

A fop adviser to Mr. Krav- 
chuk, Mykola Mikhalcfaenko, 
said Crimea had “crossed the 
fine” by threatening Ukraine’s 
borders. But he predicted 
there would be no bloodshed. 

Crimean leaders abandoned 
file 1992 constitution when Mr. 
Kravchuk offered them broad 
antonomy in file initial moadia 
after Ukraine won independ- 
ence from the Soviet Umon. 

Bat pro-Rnsrian sentiment 
flourished as Ukraine’s eco- 
nomy collapsed. Poverty hit 
Crimean pensioners hard and 
many yearned for the relative 
prosperity of post-Soviet Rus- 
sia. 

Crimea became a Russian 
possession in 1783 and stayed 
under Moscow's control 
through the Soviet era until 
1954 when it was given to 
Ukraine as a “rift”. But the 
transfer had little significance 
in the highly centralised Soviet 
political order. 

Mr. Meshkov was elected as 
Crimea’s president in January 
on a platform of returning it to 
Russian control. 

Tension has built up in the 
past week, with rumours 
abounding of Ukrainian troops 
bring deployed in the region. 

Mr. Kravchuk discussed 
Crimea’s future on the tele- 
phone Thursday with Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin. 
Ukraine has not accused Rus- 
sia of meddling in Crimean 
affairs but says certain forces in 
Moscow are encouraging Rus- 
sian nationalists. 

In Moscow nationalist depu- 
ty Sergei Baburin told parlia- 
ment he feared Ukrainian au- 
thorities might attempt a “state 
coup” in Crimea. He wanted 
parnamentary committees to 
work out ways to guarantee the 
safety of the Crimean popula- 
tion. 

Yettrin warns Kravchuk 

Mr. Yeltsin said Friday he 
warned Mr. Kravchuk to re- 
frain from using force against 
fiie secessionist Republic of 
Crimea, Interfax reported. 

“There cannot be in any 
instance any forceful actions 
undertaken against the 
Crimea,” Mr. Yeltsin said be 
told Kravchuk, adding: 
“Crimea is a sovereign repub- 
lic within Ukraine and has the 
right to its own political stand 
and the right to make its own 
decisions.” 

The Russian leader said Mr. 
Kravchuk reassured him dur- 
ing the telephone conversation 
held Thursday by saying: 
“That’s the way it will be. 

Yeltsin stressed that Russia 
as well as central authorities in 
Kiev should not meddle in 
Crimean affairs, saying that 
“neither we, nor Ukraine” 
have the right to intervene. 

Russian Defence Minister 
General Pavel Grachev 
warned Friday of impending 
violence in Crimea failing talks 
to restore calm, Interfax re- 
ported. 


stillborn birth. 

Her brother-in-law and 
friend Robert Kennedy was 
assassinated in 1968 while cam- 
paigning for the presidency. 

After the tragedy of Presi- 
dent Kennedy's murder and 
the death of her second hus- 
band, shipping tycoon Aristo- 
tle Onassis, file entered the 
New York publishing world 
and moved quietly in high so- 
cial circles. 

Even as she tried to lead a 
private life, she had often been 
hounded by press photo- 
graphers but almost always was 
written about in glowing terms. 
- The sudden worsening in her 
condition came as a surprise to 
a nation that remained trans- 
fixed by her activities decades 
after she was in the public 
arena as first lady, personifying 
an era heralded as an Amer- 
ican camelot for its vitality and 
style. 

“She presented the best in 
American culture. She created 
a world impression second to 
none. She was a woman of 
great distinction, taste and 
privacy,” said Oleg Cassini, 
designer and personal friend of 
many years. 

Senator Edward Kennedy, 
her brother-in-law who visited 
her twice in the past two days, 
said in a statement that “Jackie 
was part of our family and part 
of our hearts for 40 wonderful 
and unforgettable years and 
she will never really leave us.”. 

President Bill Clinton said* 
that “more than any other 
woman of her time, she capti- 
vated our nation and file world 
with her intelligence, elegance 
and grace.” 

Lady Bird Johnson, widow 
of the president who took 
office after John F. Kennedy's 
death, said that Ms. Onassis 
was an “image of beauty and 
romance.” 



Jacqne&ne Kennedy Chassis, shown with John F. Kennedy m a 
photo dated April 1963; has died of cancer complications at the 
age of 64 at few home hi New York (AFP photo) 


“In times of hope, she cap- 
tured our hearts. In tragedy, 
her courage helped salve a 
nation’s grief,” she said in a 
statement issued from her Au- 
stin office. 

Hundreds gathered outside 
her Fifth Avenue apartment 
building. New York’s most ele- 
gant neighbourhood. Some 
brought flowers, others cards, 
to express their admiration. 

“I just came to say that I 
love you and pay my respects," 
said Carol Dagnao from Virgi- 
nia. 

Doctors at New York 
Hospital-Come II Medical Cen- 
tre had treated Ms. Onassis 
with radiation and chemother- 


S. Africa’s all-race Senate sworn in 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South 
Africa’s first all-race Senate 
was sworn in Friday, complet- 
ing the country’s transition to 
democracy in the Cape Town 
parliament that saw the rise 
and fall of apartheid. 

In a gesture of reconcilia- 
tion, President Nelson Mande- 
la’s African National Congress 
(ANC) gave die largely cere- 
monial post of Senate Presi- 
dent to white former Justice 
and Prisons Minister Kobie 
Coefsee. 

The ANC, which won a 
sweeping victory In last 
month’s historic elections, 
named 82-year-old Co mmuni st 
Party veteran Govan Mbeki as 
deputy to Mr. Coetsee, bis 
former jailer. 

“The signal we are sending 
to all the people of South 
Africa is that there should be 
recoodfiatiou amongst all the 
people,” Mr. Mbeki told Reu- 
ters. 

Mr. Coetsee, a member of 
the country’s last white minor- 
ity National Forty (NP) gov- 
ernment defeated in the April 
elections, initiated secret gov- 
ernment negotiations with the 
ANCs jailed leaders almost 10 
years ago. 

Mr. Mbeki said they met 
face-to-face for the first time 
Friday. 

Mr. Mbeki, who was jailed 
with Mr. Mandela on Robben 
Island in 1964 for opposing 
apartheid and spent almost 25 
years in prison, said be would 
work comfortably with Mr. 
Coetsee despite their history. 

“I don’t think that is going to 


be a handicap. That period is 
behind us and we are looking 
forward now,” he said. 

The ANC has 60 of the 90 
Senate seats. The NP holds 17 
with the rest divided amongst 
the white right-wing Freedom 
Front, tiie Zulu-based Inkatha 
Freedom Party and the small 
liberal mainly-white Democra- 
tic Party. 

Each of the nine post- 
apartheid provinces nominated 
10 senators in proportion to 
file vote in provincial elections 
ran at the same time as the 
national poll from April 26 to 
29. 

The Senate wfll sit together 
with the National Assembly as 
a constitution-writing body and 
has special powers to block 
legislation or constitutional 
proposals that could under- 
mine die authority of provin- 
cial governments. 

Mir. Coetsee told Renters 
after his unanimous election 
that the Senate would play an 
important role in drafting a 
permanent post-apartheid con- 
stitution. 

“The interests of the pro- 
vinces will be heavily guarded 
in the Senate when it conies to 
legislation of any kind. 

“We will have to guard and 
protect the central (govern- 
ment) interests as well as the 
provincial interests,” be said. 

The senators, including for- 
mer political prisoners, victims 
of anti-apartheid detention and 
torture and some former mem- 
bers of the previous white 
minority government, took 
their seats in the 110-year-old 


chamber of the okl Cape Colo- 
nial Parliament once domin- 
ated by Cecil John Rhodes. 

Veteran anti-apartheid 
activist Qiristtnas Unto shared 
a bench with Mr. Mbeki, and 
former NP cabinet minister 
Kraai Van Niekerk, who failed 
to win reelection, sat beside 
Mr. Coetsee. 

Mr. Van Niekerk was 
nominated to the Senate to 
make him eligible to serve as 
agriculture minister in Mr. 
Mandela’s 27-member national 
unity cabinet, which includes 
fix NP members and three 
Inkatha members nominated 
by federalist Zulu chief Man- 
gosnthu Bathe! ez. 

One woman wore traditional 
Xhosa dress with beads in her 
hair, but most senators 
favoured the traditional dark 
suits worn by members of file 
former all-white Senate. 

Members were sworn in by 
Chief Justice Michael Corbett, 
who last week inaugurated the 
400-member legislative assem- 
bly and installed Mr. Mandela 
as the country’s first black 
president. 

Mr. Mandela is scheduled to 
address a joint sitting of the 
assembly and file Senate for 
file first time Tuesday, after a 
ceremonial opening of parlia- 
ment including a 21-gnn salute, 
a military parade and an air 
force fly-past. 

His cabinet is scheduled to 
hold its first working session 
Monday in Tuynhnys, home of 
white governors, prime minis- 
ters and presidents for more 
than 300 years. 


Party is ending for Hosokawa on allies 


TOKYO (R) — The reformist 
party of former Premier Mori- 
hiro Hosokawa, which brought 
about a sea change in Japan's 
politics last year, is disintegrat- 
ing under the weight of power 
plays and tbe scandal that 
(breed its founder to step 
down. 

On Friday, four lawmakers 
quit the Japan News Party 
(JNP) amid calls for Mr. Hoso- 
kawa to resign as party leader. 
Last month, three other legis- 
lators left the party. 

There is more dissent under 
the surface, party sources said. 

"We must never comprom- 
ise our ideals for the sake of 
sheer political reality,” the 
leader of the four defectors, 
Satoshi Arai, told a news con- 
ference Friday. 

“We hold that mutual trast 
among parties is the most im- 
portant element in parliamen- 
tary politics, especially in a 
coalition.” he said. “We do not 
see that element in the current 
Japan New Party.” 

Mr. Hosokawa. tbe populist 
anti-graft campaigner, res- 
igned as prime minister in 
April over a personal-loan 
scandal, similar to ones that 
had toppled governments of 

the long-entrenched Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), 
which he ousted. 

Mr. Hosokawa still faces de- 


mands to appear in parliament 
and testify under oath about 
the affair. 

The JNP has suffered duly. 
In one recent media survey, 
the party managed a mere five 
per cent support rating against 
about 12 per cent it mustered 
before Mr. Hosokawa res- 
igned. 

The JNP now has 33 law- 
makers in the decisive lower 
house. The party could soon 
lose more defectors, and it 
would be lucky if it could 
return more than 10 in the next 
general election, party sources 
said. 

Early general elections could 
come any time because the 
opposition has sworn to submit 
a no-confidence motion against 
Prime Minister Tsutomu 
Hata's minority government 
once parliament had passed 
the national budget, expected 
in mid-July. 

The four JNP defectors said 
they would form a small party 
called “Democratic Wind” and 
try to create a loose alliance 
with the Socialists and New 
Party Sakigake, two parties 
that bolted the Hosokawa- 
Hata coalition. 

The defectors said they were 
disgusted with Mr. Hosoka- 
wa^ policy to cement an 
alliance with Ichiro Ozawa, the 
controversial strategist in Mr. 


Hata’s coalition. 

When the Socialists walked 
out of the coalition. Chairman 
Tomiichi Murayama spoke of 
the lack of trust in the group- 
ing. pointing fingers at Mr. 
Ozawa's forceful and secretive 
manner. 

Mr. Arai's talk about trust 
was taken a step further by his 
fellow defector Yuichi Takami. 

"We were elected because 
the people wanted clean poli- 
tics, not the sort of politics 
driven by promises of cash and 
posts. Voters wanted us to 
stamp out influence-peddling.” 
Mr. Takami told the news con- 
ference. "Talking with Mr. 
■Ozawa, we saw no hope.” 

With ihe latest defections 
from the JNP, the structure of 
Japan’s parliament was show- 
ing signs of major confusion, a 
three way split between the 
minority coalition, the main 
opposition LDP and a non- 
committed Sodalist-led group 
none of which could claim a 
majority. 

The biggest party, the LDP, 
now holds 200 seats in the 
51 1-member lower house, but 
it is split into rival camps. 

The Socialists, with 74 law- 
makers, was likewise in danger 
of schism between pro- 
coalition rightwingers and the 
stubborn bard-left. 


apy since January, when she 
was diagnosed with non- 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a cancer 
of the lymphatic system. 

The disease is normally con- 
sidered treatable but in some 
cases it moves quickly, with 
fatal results. 

Ms. Tuckerman said doctors 
decided that further treatment 
was useless. 

“The disease progressed to a 
point where there was no more 
they could do. They readied a 
point whereby she could either 
remain in the hospital or go 
home.” 

“She chose to go home,” she 
said. 
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Parents of 
bullying victim 
win lawsuit 

TOKYO (R) — In a landmark 
rating on school bullying, a 
Tokyo court decided Friday 
that city authorities were re- 
sponsible for the suicide of a 
student who bad been harassed 
and ridiculed in a mock funeral 
at school. Tbe ruling is the first 
to bold school and local au- 
thorities responsible for failing 
to deal with physical and men- 
tal school bullying — a serious 
problem rooted in intense 
competition among Japanese 
youths to get ahead. The 
Tokyo High Court ordered the 
City of Tokyo and Nakano 
Ward, which runs the school in 
question, to pay 11.5 million 
yen ($110,000) to tbe parents 
of Hirofumi Shikagawa, who 
killed himse lf out of despair in 
1986 at the age of 13. ‘Tm 
satisfied with today’s ruling,” a 
tearful Midori Shikagawa, the 
victim’s mother, tola a news 
conference. “Hirofiinii has ^ 
been waiting for this day for 
eight years and now he can 
finally rest in peace.” Tbe vic- 
tim, a student at Fujimi Jnnior 
High School in Nakano, eh-' 
dured months of bullying by 
his co-students even after his 
parents had appealed to 
teachers for help. The climax 
came in November 1985, when 
a teacher allowed a classroom 
to conduct a mock funeral for 
Hirofumi, including a proces- 
sion. The victim was presented 
with a card, signed by most of 
tiie class, that said “sayonara, 
Hirofumi.” By February, 
Hirofumi decided he could 
take no more. He wrote a 
sudde note saying “this is life 
in heU and I can’t go on” and 
killed himself. His parents filed 
the lawuist the following June, * 
demanding 60 million yen 
($577,000) in compensation 
from city authorities as well as 
from tiie parents of two stu- 
dents who were regarded as 
the main bullies targeting 
Hfrofunri. In March 1991, the 
Tokyo district court ordered 
Tokyo Gty to pay the parents 
four million yen ($38,500) but 
stopped short of holding the 
school responsible. His parents 
filed an appeal that led to. 
Friday’s rating, * 

China blocks 
film-maker from 
going to Cannes 

BELTING (AFP) — Chinese 
movie-maker' Yin Li confirmed 
Friday he had been blocked 
from travelling to the Cannes 
Him Festival by the Chinese 
authorities, in a protest at the 
screening of To Live, a film by 
a fellow director that had not - 
received Beijing’s official 
approval. Yin, speaking by 
telephone, said he had been 
advised of tbe decision Thurs- 
day, three days ahead of tbe 
screening of his own film. The 
History of Xinghua. in the 
French Mediterranean resort. 
“The producers and the two 
leading actors of my film were 
also informed that their exit 
visas from China had been 
refused,” he said. Yin, 36, said 
he felt victimised by a decision 
that had affected another film- 
maker, Zhang Yimou, who 
made To Live. “He’s the one 
who's rick, and Tm the one 
getting the treatment,” he 
said. The bar on Yin, which t' 
was initially reported in Can- 
nes Thursday, came after 
Zhang announced that he 
would not attend the Cannes 
premiere ofTo Live. “Because 
my film... has still not received 
its censors’ visa m China, I am 
unable to come to the Cannes 
festival. I regret this very 
much," a statement released 
by Zhang in Cannes said. 

None claim gold 
bars found in 
rubbish pile 

TOKYO (R) — Gold bars 
worth about $100,000 are 
gathering dust in a Japanese 
lost-aad-found office while 
police wait for the owner to 
tom up and daim them, a 
police spokesman said 
Wednesday. A passerby found 
a metal case at a rubbish col- 
lection point beneath an over- 
head railway track in a busy 
part of Tokyo on Feb. 2. Inside 
were eight gold bars, together 
™°rth about 10 million yen 
($96,000), and five com- 
memorative gold coins. Three 
months later, nobody has come 
torward either to daim the bul- 
,0 /* ° r to report losing or being 
robbed of the gold. “The mys- 
tory just deepens. It’s • quite 
^comprehensible,” tiie police / 
spokesman said. Japanese law 
says that if nobody dairas a 
,0 *F property within six 

Eft 14 da y* of ** being 

handed to police, then own- 
ership passes to the finder. 
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